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PROLOGUE

F

Place, Friendship Hotel in Beijing
WE, AEKEER
(Sun Lin, a Chinese student of Electronics,
knocks on the door of Prof. White, an elderly
Englishwoman)

Ih#R, —AFEaTERPEYEE, BIMRESERATT, XY

HERE—MERAZRK

WHITE; Come in}---So it’s Sun Lin. Do come iny

¥z, 5% 5 IIRRLE R ZDIBK,

SUN, <(entering with his left hand behind him)

Hello, Prof .Whitey Where is your file?

a GEXREFREBR) BiF, HiegR! SMiFX

- FTFFERIL?

WHITE, (looking about) Now, where have I put it?
I must have brought it back after the
lecture this morning.

PR 4% GFBIGRED) RIEEE AT ILH? SREFT
BZEEREERBBEWERT.

SUN; Doa’t look for it, pleases you won’t find it.

1



. EMRT, BRI,

WHITE, Why not?

5%, M ARAFB?

SUN; <(showing the file in his left hand) Looky
What’s this?

. HAREFPHEF B XRHA 42

WHITE, Oh, you’ve got ity Did I leave it in the
lecture~hall again?

S W, ZEFRTIL REFRXEECEERGZHM?

SUN, Yes, that’s where [ found it again.

. T, RXEEIMILERBIMG,

WHITE, How careless of me] It’s a sign of age,

I’!m afraid.

g, RO BEXBHRET .,

SUN,; No, you’re not old yet. As a matter of fact,
quite a lot of learned people tend to be
absent-minded,

W A, BRBEER. HERPEFERHARROLRER
28

WHITE, Thank you for saying so,

$ra%, WHMR R R,

SUN,; I’ve come not only to give the file back
to you, but also to tell you a piece of good
news, It’s good news for me, anyhow,

s REXIWAREALTEER T, BBRERE—IF
WE. RENERBERFHEE.

WHITE, What is itp

2



a2

SUN, I’/ve just been informed that 1711 be going
to  London University to study for a
Master degree starting next term.

. RUABDBEHNRE LRBERFRB 20, THEHY
MIFHh

WHITE; I’"m so glad to hear that, London

University is my Alma Mater, you

know.
XN TRRXHERKENT .. REMERBAKERER
spREY
SUN, Really?
. HEHme?

WHITE, Yes, I was born and brought up in London,

IR 2, RETERTEKN.

SUN,; Is your home still there?

. BHREEERIG?

WHITE; No. 1 left London soon after I’d got
married. But my daughter, Rebecca, is at
London University right now. You might
meet her someday.

45 B, REBAAREFH TR, TERNLILE
NEXLSIIEERBARFES] ., B—RETESL
1B Wit AT,

SUN, Rebecca

What’s her subject? Electronics as well?

W BR—RGEEZXINMETH. BB aRE? &
3

I’1] keep the name in mind.



BT

WHITE,; No, She reads English,

4%, Ay WAL RER

SUN,; But there must be thousands and thousands of
students at the London University. I doubt

_ if T should come across her,

Hh, WREBRKE-EFRTLETHEE, RERFRLE
SR RHA.

WHITE, Well, one can never tell.It’s a small

world after all,

48 REH 2BHBIAE. HEXPMERIEFRK.



PART ONE PLEASANT JOURNEY

B3 —EIRR

1

APPLYING FOR VISAS
R -

Place, the British Consul’s Office
WE: REGFLDNE
SUN, Good morning] I’ve come to apply for an
entry visa, Here’s my passport, and here
are the papers, .
. HEF RERDESIEN. XERHPE. XEEX
, 1
CLERK, Sit down, please. What do you want to go
to Britain forg
iz P B, BEXRETH AT
SUN, I’m going to research on electronic computers,
This is the letter of acceptance from the
university. And this one is my visa-

application and the rest are all certificates,

5



P REEEFRARTIIENXEERTRAFRIOE D
RERBESIENE, HERNSREIEY.

CLERK, But you still have to fill in an application
form, (handing Sun Lin two copies of the
form) Here you are; You can take them
home to fill out, if you like,

MK, AAHEBEEHIERIENEE. (AIKRHR
A RIERNTE, WEEREIERESE.

SUN, Thank you, How long do I have to wait for

the visag

. e, RESS XA RBIEE?

CLERK, Quite a long time, 1’m afraid. We’ll send
your papers to the Immigration Office
.right away, but it usually takes months
for you to get a reply. '

RA, BYBEFK—BE, RD DRICKRIIERFE
RHRR, TE-RBEFFIUASATHER.

SUN, But I must get there in the summer vacation,
before the autumn term starts, Couldn’t you
ask the Immigration Office to grant the visa
as soon as possible?

7, WRLHEE BN, Eﬂ?‘?%ﬁiﬁuﬁﬁﬁ@]ﬂ
L, PRITEERBRIE B R RRIBLEIERT R?
CLERK, We'll see what we can do, Will you put
down your name and telephone number
here 1’1l let you know the minute it

comes through,



PR REISTRADER, BERELE FROKES M BIE
B, XAE—HRRREMER.
SUN, Thank you very much. Are there any other
formalities?
e ERHBRT. BAFARMBTFET,
CLERK, No, not for the moment,
Y ENEAET.
SUN,; I’1l let you have the forms by tomorrow
morning, Goodbyey
. REGHXEFDREBEFHEZHRTLEKR. BRI
CLERK,; See you tomorrow|
B, X
. . .
Time, the next day
BE., =X
CLERK,; Good morning] You’ve been here recently,
haven’t you?
A, RE REGEREXIL, X
SUN,; Yes, I was here only yesterday. Here are
the forms you gave me to fill, I’ve done it,
H. BN, EXRMRE. XBRAERE MR, RES
BiFT.
CLERK,; (accepting the forms) Thank you., Let’s
have a look:Yes, it’s properly done.
Well, Mr, Sun, IY’ll send it thLome
together with the rest of your papers,

Pk, EadEw B, LREF---x, XHBHR
4



W o, Phsed, ROITXEER RN MR R
fImER %,

(Liao Xiaoling, a girl student, enters)

(F R ¥ A B BB E HE R
LIAO, Good morning}
B, g

CLERK,; Hello, Miss Liaoj 1’'m so glad to see you

WA BAME, R RERRICE

L1AO, -(laughs) Oh, no, you aren’t] I’ve been
here hundreds of times for the visa, so
you couldn’t possibly be glad to see me
again,

- W, Fxb, ERBRIFAEN HTHIE R
B&RkXILFLKRT, Hik, RXRITRRAT
BRI,

CLERK, But l'm really glad to. see you this
morning. 1 was just going to ring you up
to let you know the visa has been granted
at last.

5, WRERAXE LRI, REXMEN. RAUAE
BAKRITERE, HRRSIFLSTHRET.

L1IAO, Really? | I can hardly believe my earsy Do
you realize I’ve been waiting for nearly six
months by now?

2. Hin RILVEARMEEHC/HTERT IRER
BRETHIEEET, RMHED?

CLERK, That’s not very long, compared with the

8 .



time it took many other visa-appliers,
(turning to Sun) 1 told you yesterday it
might take a very long time, didn’t I?
B H, M S BESIEN AR, 5%
EIARF R (b)) R R B R W B
BEWMA, FRG?
SUN. Yes, now I see what you mean,
e HERT, RAEHOAGHERT.
LIAO, This, I suppose, is British efficiency,
B, X LRA B TAEREK,
CLERK, Let’s not put it that way, please] Shall
we say it’s the efficiency of the British
Immigration Office?
AR BHEAEXRER RARBEFHAELXEBRE
RS
LIAO,; The trouble with them is they seem to
think anyone who goes to Britain will
stay put there,

B, WA R ERET RNERIAYEERREERS
EMBRTFERET,

CLERK: You should know, Miss Liao, with so
many immigrants in Britain already, the
Immigration Office has to take
precautions, '

i B/ME, FREZEmE, BAXRELERALAEH
B, FUBREANESRREARNSE.

LIAO, To tell you the truth, if I were somebody

9



