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Test One (Mid-term) ‘

(Intermediate Level)

Part I Listening Comprehension (20%)

Section A (10%)

Directions: In this section, you will hear ten short conversations between two speakers.
At the end of each conversation, a third voice will ask a question about what was said.
Read the four possible answers in your test paper and choose the best one.

Example: You will hear:
M: Boating and skating are my favorite sports.
W: 1 like swimming, but not boating or skating.
Q: Which sport does the woman like?

You will read: A) Skating.
B) Swimming.
() Boating and swimming.
D) Boating and skating.

From the conversation, you know the correct answer is B), so you should mark B) on

your answer sheet.

I. A) In the post office. B) In the woman’s house.
C) At Smith’s office. D) In the street.
2. A) The scheme wouldn’t work in America.
B) The scheme wasn’t good.
C) The scheme wouldn’t work here.
D) She had never been to America.

3. A)$10 B) $100
C) $50 D) $45

4. A) Husband and wife. B) Boss and secretary.
C) Waiter and customer. D) Host and guest.
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. A) He can't understand the instructions.

B) He asks her to take him io the beach.
C) The computer doesn’t have any instructions.
D) The computer is not new.

. A) 3:30 B) 3:45
) 3:13 D) 3:00
. A) He doesn 't know how many students have been chosen.

B) He’s afraid the competition won’t take place.
C) He hasn’t decided whether to hold such a competition.
D) He is not interested in poetry competition.

. A) She doesn’t agree with the man.

B) Women should stay in the kitchen.

C) Many women have joined the workforce.
D) She doesn’t want to stay in the Kitchen.
A) He enjoys reading letters.

B) He doesn’t live with his parents.

C) He will visit his parents this Christmas.
D) His job is to read letters.

A) The man was caught in the rain.

B) The woman was caught in the rain.

C) Neither of them was caught in the rain.
D) Both of them were caught in the rain.

Section B 110% )
Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times. When the passage is

read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage

is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 11 to 17

with the exact word you have just heard. For blanks numbered from 18 to 20 you are

required to fill in the missing information. You can either use the exact words or write

down the main points in your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third

time, you should check what you have written.

Today. students who want to learn English in the US have a wide choice of courses
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and institutions to choose from. And, because the US is such a big country, they also
have a huge (11) of locations in which to study. The US has a long
(12) of teaching English because, (13) its history, the

country has welcomed immigrants from all over the world, most of whom have needed

to (14) English. Today, the US’s English language teaching sector is well

(15) and its teachers are highly (16) and experienced.
American universities and colleges welcome many thousands of (17)

students each year, who enroll on degree or post-graduate courses. Most of these

insitutions provide preparation courses for students (18)

. These courses are called Intensive English Language

Programmes and (19)

In addition to Janguage tuition, Intensive English Language Programmes give

students (20) and become more

familiar with the American academic environmernt.

Part II Reading Comprehension (30%)
Directions: In this part, there are four passages. Each passage is followed by some
questions or unfinished statements. For each of them, there’re four choices marked A,

B. C, D. Read the passage carefully and answer the questions.

Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage.

E-mail may even help us find those whom we want to love in the first place. Jenn
Shreve is a freelance writer in the San Francisco Bay Area who keeps a close eye on the
emerging culture of the new online generation. For the last couple of years, she’s seen

what she considers to be a positive change in online dating habits. E-mail, she argues,

encourages the shy. “It offers a semi-risk-free environment to initiate romance,” says
Shreve. “Because it Jacks the immediate threat of physical rejection, people who are
perhaps shy or had painful romantic failures in the past can use the Internet as a way to
build a relationship in the early romantic stages.”

But it’s not just about lust (6 2 ). E-mail also flattens hierarchies (% 48 %) /L) within
the bounds of an office. It is far easier. Shreve notes, to make a suggestion to your

superiors and colleagues via e-mail than it is to do so in a pressure-filled meeting room.
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“Anytime when you have something that is difficult to say, e-mail can make it easier,”
she says. “It serves as a buffer zone (£ *F 3 #).”

Of course, e-mail’s uses as a social lubricant (;8 /& #]) can be taken to extremes.
There is little point in denying the obvious dark side to the lack of self-constraint
encouraged by e-mail. Purveyors of pornography (324 & % IR %- 49 #L#9) rarely call us
on the phone and suggest out loud that we check out some “hot teen action.” But they
don’t think twice about jamming our e-mail boxes full of outrageously prurient (i£ #
#9) advertisements. People who would never insult us face to face will spew (£ i ) the

vilest (& £ # #9) most objectionable rhetoric imaginable via e-mial.

21. E-mail provides a semi-risk-free environment to start romance because there is no
need to worry about
A) being rejected face to face
B) being attacked physically
C) one’s appearance
D) one’s ability to express oneself

22. According to Shreve, it’s much easier to voice your opinions to your boss

A) in a meeting room B) in an office
C) through e-mail D) through your colleagues
23. The third paragraph is about .
A) the positive effect of e-mail B) the negative side of e-mail
C) e-mail’s role in advertising D) e-mail’s role in encouraging people

24. Purveyors of pornography won't hesitate to.

A) call you to sell their products

B) insult you face to face

C) send their advertisements to your house

D) fill your e-mail boxes with their advertisements
25. The author’s attitude toward e-mail is.

A) indifferent B) matter-of-fact

C) pessimistic D) approving

Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage.

21 R FPHAE 4
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In recent years, a number of books have appeared on the theme of “looking out for

number one.” They suggest that it is a brutal, competitive world out there, and the only

way to get ahead is ruthlessly to take advantage of other people’s weaknesses. My

objection to those books is not just that I disagree with their morality (id {£ 4L). 1 do. but
why should anyone be impressed by that? My objection to the “looking out for number
one” philosophy is that it does not work. Take advantage of other people. use people. be
suspicious (/7 ¥£ 49) of everyone, and you are liable (2T 4i£.4%) to be so successful that
you will end up far ahead of everyone else, looking down on them with scorn. And then
where will you be? You will be all alone.

In the last few vears, I have found myself traveling and lecturing a great deal. 1
have spoken in some thirty-eight states and six foreign countries. Often I am invited to
the home of sor:*c prominent member of the community for dinner before my lecture. or
for a reception afterward. Most of the time, my hosts are very gracious (#7 & &9) and the

gatherings enjoyable. But every now and then I find myself uncomfortable in that setting,

and one evening 1 finally realized why. Some people have to be very competitive 10

reach the top, and once they have gotten there, they find it hard to break the habit of
competitiveness. They are not able to relax and chat with me. They feel that they have to
impress me by telling me how successful they are, by dropping the names of important
people they know. Sometimes they start an intellectual argument with me, trying to
show me that they know more about my subject than I do. On those occasions, I find
myself wondering whether part of the price they have paid for their success, part of their

bargain with the devil, if you will, is that they keep transforming friends into enemies.

26. According to the books with the theme of ~"looking out for number one™, if one
wants to be successful, he should do all the following except
A) make use of others
B) suspect others
C) consider other people as their friends
D) take advantage of other people’s weak points
27. Why does the author feel uncomfortable sometimes when invited to the homes of
some prominent members?
A) He doesn’t enjoy social activities.

B) He knows less about his subject than his hosts.
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C) The hosts are more successful.
D) The hosts are too competitive.

28. The underlinded word “dropping” in the last paragraph means

A) mentioning B) letting fall
C) missing D) avoiding
29. What does “the devil” in the last sentence refer to?
A) Success. B) Competitiveness.
C) Enemies. D) Argument.

30. What's the main idea of this article?
A) To introduce some books on the theme of being number one.
B) To warn readers of the harm of trying to be number one.
C) To encourage readers to be more competitive.

D) To analyze how to be successful.

Questions 31 to 35 are based on the following passage.

Richard Gourlain had just undergone 10 hours of surgery to remove part of his
lung. Lying unconscious in his bed in the cancer ward of Paris-area hospital. he raised
his hand to his mouth and mimed the action of smoking a cigarette. That’s when his
wife, Lucette, got the idea to sue (#%) SEITA, the tobacco giant that makes Gitanes
and unfiltered (7 % it J&°% #9) Gauloises he smoked for 30 years. “I realized just how
completely addicted he was,” she told Newsweek. “I wanted SEITA to pay for every
cigarette Richard ever smoked.” Charging that the company had issued insufficient
warnings about the dangers of smoking, the Gourlains last month sued SEITA for more
than 2.5 million francs in damages.

It was not the first legal action taken against a cigarette maker in the land where
smoke is as much a staple (% # %) of café life as rude waiters. But it was not the fast.
A week later, the family of Suzanne Berger, who died of lung cancer at 35 after smoking
Gauloises for more than 20 years, sued SEITA as well. More cases are sure 10 follow,

inspired in part by hundreds of similar suits in the United States. An estimated 60,000

people now die of smoking-related illnesses in France every year, says Philippe Boucher.
director of the Versailles-based National Committee Against Smoking.
To be sure. “No smoking” signs in France are still widely viewed as mere

suggestions. But legally. at least, things are beginning to change. In November two
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leading antismoking groups sued the French rail company. SNCF for neglecting to uphoid
{447) a 1991 law banning smoking in enclosed public places. Then the family of a
French bank secretary who died of lung cancer sued her employer for failing to separate
smokers and nonsmokers in the workplace, They lost. The fact that the French government
owned SEITA until 1995 makes the latest lawsuits especially touchy. “The state clearly
bears some responsibility,” says Boucher.

31.

32.

33.

What did Lucette sue SEITA for?

A) Refusing to pay the cost of her husband’s surgery.

B) Advertising its products.

C) Not giving enough warnings about dangers of smoking.

D) Failing to separate smokers and nonsmokers.

It can be inferred from the underlined sentence of the second paragraph that
A) there are no charges against cigarette makers except the Lucette case
B) most Frenchmen don’t smoke

C) the overall service in French cafés is not so good

D) tude waiters even smoke in cafés

What can we learn about the bank the secretary works in?

A) She was a heavy smoker.

B) She died at an early age.

C) Employees who smoke and who don’t smoke work together in the bank.

D) Smoking was not allowed in the bank.

_The underlined word “touchy " in the third paragraph can be best replaced by

A) hard to deal with B) impressive
C) attractive D) offensive

. According to the passage, which of the following statements is TRUE?

A) Since the French government owns the tobacco giant, it hasn’t done anything to
ban smoking.

B) The French government is very tough on smokers in public places.

C) Those who sue government agencies usually win.

D) Though there are “No Smoking” signs in France, they are often ignored by the
public.
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Questions 36 to 40 are based on the following passage.

Hongkong’s economy is externally orientated, and necessarily so because the
territory has no natural resources to speak of. China has been the territory’s fastest growing
trade partner since the opening of the mainland economy began in 1978, but this growth

was from a very low base and much of it takes the form of goods being manufactured in
China for Hongkong companies who then re-export them elsewhere. Recipient countries,
even in Asia, usually expect to conduct this business in English. In the last decade,
Hongkong’s economy has turned increasingly to services and here too the internationally
traded commodities—finance, travel, shipping—are usually discussed in English.
Hongkong businessmen routinely complain about the shortage of young people available
for recruitment (33 %) who can speak the language. These complaints are surprising
because the education system conducts most classes in English, or a mixture of English
and Cantonese.

The consciousness of the pragmatic utility (5% A 4%) of English has led to an
enthusiasm for the subject among parents which has outstripped (# i1 ) that of teachers
and educational administrators. Parents have increasingly insist on their children being
taught in English even if—as it often did—this meant they were taught in bad English.
Oddly enough the 80s, which saw Hongkong’s fate as a future region of China decided,
also saw the withering away of what had been a thriving Chinese-medium education
sector. The Education Department has made great efforts to persuade schools to switch
from English-language instruction. This does not mean they will drop English altogether
and some authorities maintain that the move may even improve standards. At present
many students write material in English for teachers who do not regard themselves as

teachers of English and hence feel no obligation to point out mistakes.

36. Hongkong’s economy is based on exporting because
A) it lacks natural resources
B) it has abundant natural resources
C) most HK people can speak English
D) it helps mainland China to re-export goods
37. By “recipient countries” (Paragraph 1), the author means
A) Asian countries

B) English-speaking countries
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C) countries to which Hongkong cxports goods
D) countries which are close to Hongkong
38. The underlined word “that™ (Paragraph 2) refers to .
A) enthusiasm for English
B) consciousness of the usefulness of English
C) pragmatic utility of English
D) enthusiasm for Chinese
39. The reason why the standard of English in Hongkong is low is that
A) Chinese is a medium of education
B) teachers of English are not available
C) poor English is taught
D) teachers of English fail to point out students’ mistakes
40. What is mainly discussed in the passage?
A) Hongkong’s role in world business.
B) Hongkong’s future after its return to China.
C) English in Hongkong, present and future.

D) English’s role in Hongkong’s economy.

Part III Vocabulary & Structure (20%)
Section A (10%)
Directions: Each of the following 20 sentences has four choices. Choose the one that

best completes the sentence.

41. Over a fourth of the gasoline you buy its existence to an idea, a scribble
(4L7) in the notebook of two Mobil scientists.

A) owes B) owns
C) contributes D) devotes
42. Words can’t express the excitement of the game. It must be experienced
A) alive B) lively
C) live D) livingly
43. The white skin of his back was to the sky where the wind had flayed

off (#] &) his clothing.
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44.

46.

47.

48.

49,

50.

ST

52.

53.
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. So ftar, no one has

A) empty
C) blank

B) bare

D) vacant

When the British Alpine Club called him to be second in command of its eight-man

team, he
A) turned it off

C) tumed it over

A) exclaimed

C) claimed

I'm very

A) anxious

C) heartbreaking
His thick hair and blue eyes

A) remind

C) resemble

He thought he could hardly

A) bound

C) afford

As a football player, he reached the
A) extreme

C) success

B) turned it up
D) turned it down

responsibility for the murder of the Defense Minister.

B) shouldered
D) demanded

for what you did yesterday.

B) grateful
D) gracious

me of his father.
B) reflect
D) reveal

to fail any of his exams.
B) neglect
D) doom

of his career in his early 20s.

B) glamour
D) peak

According to language experts, the more words you are familiar with, the less you

are of reading words.

A) arrogant B) aware

C) sensible D) nervous

Wisconsin couldn’t be prouder of its team than right now.
A) what 1s B) that is

C) there is D)itis

Many involve promises to pay sums of money in the future.

A) contexts

C) contracts

‘What one thinks and feels is mainly

A) due

o

B) concepts
D) contacts

to tradition, habit and education.
B) thanks



