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A Survey of Ru Kiln

(Summary)

Ru porcelain kiln was among the five renowned kilns in China’s  porcelain
history and enjoyed equal prominence with Guan. Jun. Ge and Ding kilns, But,
where was actually the site of “Ru Guan government) kiln”? As opinion has al-
ways been differences, no unanimous conclusion can be drawn, In ancient times.
porcelain kiln was named after its location, Ru kiln was so called,because it was
focated in Ruzhou. Henan Province., In the past fifty years, after thorough inve-
stigations archaeological workers of China have discovered nearly one hundred an-
cient kiln sites for firing celadon in Ruzhou city ( formerly Linru county) of He-
nan Province and in the area of southwest Henan, Some of their products are
very similar to those of Ru ware porcelain for the exclusive use of the imperial
court, the others are obviously Ru ware porcelain for household use. In 1987, the
Ru kiln site catering mainly for the need of the Northern Song rulers was found
at Qingliangsi of Daying Township in Baofeng county, Henan Province. A part
of porcelain specimens unearthed here show no difference from the vessels used
by and handed down fromthe Song imperial court, Covering an area of 250, 000
square meters, the Ru kiln site was considerable in scale. It merits our attention
that an agate ore deposit in rich reserves was discovered in close vicinity to the Ru
kiln site at Qingliangsi,where the tunnel for exploiting ore by manpower in ancient
times  has been still retained up to now, And red. yellow, blue, white and green ores
scattered “on the ground are faintly visible. They furnish it with important evid-
ence in kind to ascertain that Qingliangsi was just the site of Ru Guan (gov-
crnment) kiln for firing porcelain used by the Northern Song imperial court and
that“the Ru Guan ware porcelain contains agate in glaze”.

This book makes a systematic exposition of the emergence, rise and fall of
Ru kiln, and of the periodization, technological feature. decoration and artistic
style of Ru ware porcelain, According to the stratum location of archaeological
excavation, and to the shape, firing technique and decorative feature of the
vessels unearthed. Ru ware porcelain may be divided into five different periods
— -the three periods of early. middle and late Northern Song Dynasty and fol-
lowing two periods of Kin and Yuan dynasties. Also. this data should be of great

reference value to the identification of Ru ware porcelain,
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