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Passa_ge one

Humans readily change tools to suit the circumstances: once

a basic knowledge of tool-making has been acquired it is a simple

matter to make something more suitable for the job at hand. So

early people made not only hand axes for chopping and
bludgeoning, but also smaller knives and scraping tools with
which to cut meat apd scrape fat off the skins.

It is clear from archaeology that humans were able from very

early times in history to exploit a much wider range of food

sources than other creatures. In particular they were frequently

able to eat meat; the diet of apes is normally wvegetarian,
consisting of grass, leaves, and shoots, supplemented by insects
and grubs. With tools such as spears, bows and stones thrown
from slings, early humans were able to hunt larger
" animals. Spears and nooses could be used to catch birds and
smaller animals, while fish could be taken with nets and traps
set on the river bottoms. Excavations made at the living sites of

———

early people have revealed bones from the animals that they ate,

while also providing evidence of their ingenuity. Some of the

bones found in the cave of Makapansgat in South Africa show

signs of being deliberately broken and divided into types suitable

for different purposes as tools. Tools also enabled humans to

o1




store food in specially made containers of wood or baskets, so
that times of shortage could be lived through more easily.
I. Put the following sentences into Chinese.

1. Humans readily change tools to suit the circumstances:
once a basic knowledge of tool-making has been
acquired it is a simple matter to make something more

_ suitable for the job at hand.

2. It is clear from archaeology that humans were able from
very early times in history to exploit a much wider
range of food sources than other creatures.

3. Some of the bones found in the cave of Makapansgat in
South Africa show Signs of being delﬂ)eratelyw broken
and divided into types suitable for different purposes as
tools.

I . Give short answers to the following questions.

1. For what purpose do humans change tools?

2. How can we know that early man was able to obtain a
much wider range of food sourcés than other creatures?

3. How did humans make it easier to store food for a

longer time?
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. 1. To suit the circumstances.

2. From archaeology.

3. To invent food containers.
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Passage /wo

Curiosity and cultural achievement alone cannot explain

human development; without the right kind of biological

background, we <could not have succeeded so well. A

chimpanzee, for example, is an intelligent and #nquisitive
creature, but he cannot tell another chimp of a.good idea that has
just occurred to him. Unlike humans, the chimpanzee has a very
limited facility for language that can deal in abstract ideas and
speculative thought. Even though some chimpanzees have been
taught to communicate in American Sign Language, researchers

are skeptical of the results. Humans somehow acquired that

ability (how, we cannot tell) and it gave them the power to

think ahead and devise ways of overcoming natural disabilities.

In some ways humans have benefited by their descent from

the apes. From the apes we take the basic skeletal structure that

could develop an ability to walk upright on two legs, freeing our

arms and hands for other purposes than carrying the body. In

addition, apes have hands that can grasp objects. We inherited

these too, and in time developed them into instrufnents of great

precision. In humans the hand is constructed so flexibly that the

thumb can touch any other finger of the same hand tip to

tip. This ” opposability” is something few apes are capable of
4.



and, in humans, allows the hand to work with both strength and
delicacy.

Despite the enormous advantages of these two qualities,
there were still dangers: a two-legged creature cannot run as fast
as one with four lges, so only those early hominids who could
make intelligent use of tools survived. The ability to acquire
culture must have gained adaptive value, because only those
capable of using it effectively would survive to breed. This may

explain the increase in the size of the brain that, in time, made

possible ever greater advances in culture, though this happened

only after a very long period.

I . Put the following sentences into Chinese.

1. Curiosity and cultural achiévement alone cannot explain
human development; without the right kind of
biological background, we could not-have succeeded so
well.

2. Humans somehow acquired that ability (how, we
cannot tell) and it gave them the power to think ahead
and devise ways of overcoming natural disabilities.

3. From the apes we take the basic skeletal structure that
could develop an ability to walk upright on two legs,
freeing our arms and hands for other purposes than
carrying the body.

4. This may explain the increase in the size of the brain
that, in time, made possible ever greater advances in
culture, though this happened only after a very long
period.

I . Give short answers to the following questions.



1. Apart from curiosity and cultural achievement, what
else is also significant in accounting for the cause of
*human development?

2. In what way are humans more capable of creative
thinking than chimpanzees?

3. What does the term ” opposability” refer to in the
context?

4. What contributed to the increase of the size of the

human brain?
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1. The right kind of biological background.

2. To possess the power to think ahead and devise ways of
solving problem.

3. The ability to allow the hand to work with strength and
delicacy. '

4. The ability to acquire culture.



