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Unit One

The Ceremonics of Spring

@ower is like the wind; we cannot see it, but
we feel its force. Ceremonial is like the snow. an
insubstantial pageant, soon melted into the air.
Every yeadr in Britain royal ceremonies would be
held to celebrate the anniversaries of the queen’s
reign, which really shows the dgreat power of the
royal family. However, how could the power be
felt? How do the traditions such as gun salutes
originate? Why are odd numbers preferred? How
con French Kings continue to rule even after their
deaths? Why do the heir in Britain have to apply to
the Accession Council for permission to ascend the
throne? Which country is mentioned as thé British
Commonwealth? Could the heralds, Portcullis
Pursuant be admitted to Lord Mayor’'s presence?
Why? In York, how did the lLord Mayor celebrate
the special occasion? What differences were the
ceremonies held in 19527 What is the purpose of the
Trial of the Pyx? And how is it carried out?



Yoal

Each year of royal ceremonies begins in February in London’s Hyde Park with
the colour, smoke and thunder of a 41-gun saiute.

in 1992, the shots that rang out at noon on 6 February were fired in celebration;
40 years earlier, on this day, Elizabeth I had become Queen.

The tradition of gun salutes goes back so far that its origins are lost. It is
properly as old as artillery itself. All that is known for certain is that in the fifteenth
century no celebration was complete without a discharge of shot. Two hundred years
later, gun salutes marked all important anniversaries, such as the overthrow of the
Gunpowder Plot in 1605: it is thought that this gave birth to the tradition of letting off
fireworks on 5 November.

The reason for the number of shots fired is also obscure. For the past three
hundred years, all gun salutes have been of odd numbers. For example, 13 shots
were fired to celebrate St. George’s Day in 1670 and 61 guns on 5 November in
1683. Some experts suggest that this stems from a belief in the magical properties of
uneven numbers noted by Shakespeare in The Merry Wives of Windsor. “They say
that there is divinity in odd numbers... | hope good luck lies in odd numbers.”
Others argue that the answer Iies' in the way salutes used to be fired from ships. Gun
decks always had an even number of cannons, but it was often impossible to see the
signal to fire from there. So the gun on the poop deck cued the broadside guns, thus
making an odd number of shots.

In February 1952, the 56-gun salute, one for each year of his life, was one of
the first public ceremonies to mark the King's death. High in The Round Tower of
Windsor Castle, a little-known bell sounded out its solitary salute. Only tolled at the
passing of a Sovereign, the Sebastopol Bell, was captured during the Crimean War
in 1855 and given to Queen Victoria.

In private, the ancient process of securing the secession was underway. In
many countries in the past this has proved a ticklish business. French kings
continued to rule even after their deaths until their successor had been crowned. This
led to ply it with food until the coronation had taken place.

in Britain, although the closest relation of the newly dead monarch always has
first claim to the throne, succession is not automatic. The heir apparentiy has to
apply to the Accession Council for permission to ascend the throne. The Council



dates back more than a thousand years to the days of the Anglo-Saxon kings. Their-

reigns were invariably short and their deaths usually violent. As a result, the line of
succession was by no means obvious. For example, in Wessex, not one son
followed his father onto the throne between 685 and 839.

In 1952, the task of summoning the Accession Council fell to Sir Neville Leigh,
then Senior Clerk to the Privy Council. He remembers a frantic morning, with
hundreds of people to summon via a single backlite telephone and the local telegraph
office.

Late that afternoon, “the great and the good”, most of them clad in frock coats
and top hats, entered St. James’s Palace, past guards already wearing black
armbands, and assembled in quiet huddles in the dimly lit Picture Gallery. There
were 191 of them.

On the table, Sir Neville and his colleagues had laid out the Proclamation
documents for signature and waited for the meeting to begin.

The meeting then adjourned. Usually, after the signing of the Proclamation, the
new monarch enters to make a formal declaration, but the Queen was 4, 000 miles
away in Kenya where she and Duke of Edinburgh had been on tour. After the
Queen'’s return two days later, the Council met again. Walter Bottomley MP, newly
elected to the Privy Council, was among the crowd in the Throne Room.

The door opened in this room and in she came, dressed in black, looking very
well but, nevertheless, appreciating that it was a most somber occasion. She

clearly showed that she was distressed. She made a simple but clear speech and -

said that she would serve her country faithfully and well, which she has done ever
since.

The Accession Council over, the scene was set for another ceremony, held
later on that gray and snowy merning at St. Jame’s Palace. Somber though the
occasion was, the reading of the Proclamation from the balcony of Friary Court was
enlivened by the resplendent uniforms of the State Trumpeters and the bright
medieval colours of the heralds and pursuivants arrayed in their tabards of damask,
satin and velvet, the symbols of their royal authority.

So ended what should have been the first of many proclamations throughout
Britain and the Commonv;/ealth. But Canada had jumped the gun by announcing two
days earlier, before the second meeting of Accession Council, that “our only lawful
and rightful liege Lady” was now “Elizabeth JI by the grace of God, of Great
Britain, lreland and the British Dominions beyond the seas, Queen, Defender of the
Faith, supreme Liege Lady in and over Canada.” In London, a proce’ssion moved off
from St. Jame's Palace for three more readings of the proclamation.

At Temple Bar it halted for another ceremony, dating back to the times of
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Queen Elizabeth I . A silk cord, strung across the entrance to the City, barred the
way. “Who comes there?” asked the Marshal.

As tradition demanded, the answer came from one of the heralds, Portcullis
Pursuivant:

“His Majesty’s Officers of Arms who demand entrance into the City of London in
order to proclaim her Royal Majesty Queen Elizabeth T .”

Only then was the herald admitted to the Lord Mayor’s presence, and, once the
Order in Council requiring the proclamation to be made had been handed over,
Norway and Ulster King of Arms stepped forward to announce the news to the waiting
crowd. -

Similar scenes, with local variations, were enacted throughout the country. In
York, the Lord Mayor drank the new Queen’s health from a gold cup, while in
Edinburgh the Albany herald notched up a unique record when he claimed the
proclamation by the water at Leith: he had performed this task for the four preceding
monarchs, Edward VI, George V, Edward Vll and George VI.

Even in 1952, Royal Proclamations had long outlived their practical purpose of
communicating a monarch’s commands to his or her subjects. Newspapers and radio
now carried out the job of heralds and town criers, more speedily if less quaintly.
Once widely used to announce declarations of war and public celebrations, they had
now become purely ceremonial, announcing only accessions, coronations and
General Elections. Yet the ceremonies in February 1952 fulfilled a need. The King’s
death had come as a shock, and, for the people who heard them, the proclamations
opened up a vista of brighter days in the new Elizabethan. age.

Not all the ceremonies held later in 1952 were to inaugurate the new reign. In
the City of London, the Trial of the Pyx was held as usual, as it has been, almost
unchanged, in unbroken succession since 1248. The purpose of the Trial is to check
that the Royal Mint is manufacturing the coinage of the realm to the right standard.
Once held in the Inner Chamber next to the Star Chamber at Westminster, this
medieval court is nowadays convened at the opulent Goldsmiths’ Hall in the heart of
London’s financial district. The Trial begins with the ceremonial entry of the Queen’s
Remembrancer who swears in a jury made up of members of the Goldsmiths
Company .

The jury of more than 20 men and women sit at a long table. Before them are
two bowls: one made of copper, the other of wood. Officials of the Royal Mint bring
them packets of coins selected at random from the factory’s total output of more than
84 million worth of currency. The packets are taken to London from Wales in wooden
boxes — the Pyx.

First, the jurors have to count the coins in each packet. Then they choose one
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coin for iaboratory testing. This they place in a copper bowl; the others go into the
wooden one before being returned to the Pyx. The trial is, literally, a dazzling sight
with silver, copper and gold flashing in the brightly lit livery hall against the
backdrop of the magnificent treasures of the Goldsmiths Company.

coinage has proved defective, Masters have been known to be dismissed. In 1990
John Major, then Chancellor of the Exchequer, breathed a sigh of relief when the jury
pronounced in his favour.

only government official anxiously awaiting the verdict. George Gair, the High
Commissioner of New Zealand, was on hand to watch the opening of the trial,
because the coinage of his country is also produced by the royal Mint. As he
watched the jury bending to its blend of ancient ceremony and modern consumer
science, that for more than seven centuries has ensured the survival of the trial of the
Pyx, he commented:

dimension and a form in ‘modern times which is relevant, yet nevertheless lacks
nothing in terms of its ability to complete in standards with the rest of the world.

Today, as in the past, the trial is taken seriously by the royal Mint. When the 24
In 1992, Norman Lamont, John Major’s successor as Chancellor, was not the 25
| think perhaps that only the British have this flair for bringing history into a 26

27

And with that he left the scientists and assayers of the Goldsmiths Company to
perform the tests in their laboratories and furnaces which would help the jury reach a

favorable verdict three months later in the ceremonial year.

New Words

ceremony [ 'serimeni] n. special act(s), re-
ligious service, etc., on an occasion such
Ry

uneven [ an'ivan] a. odd #¥H

as a wedding, funeral, the opening of a

new public building, etc. ##L, X (Wi

odd [od] a. (of numbers) not even; not ex-

actly divisible by two #¥#; FEEH 2 B

LI FRARBAYEES)

artillery [a:'tilari] » . big guns (mounted on
wheels, etc.); branch of an army that us-
es these XMl &

discharge [ dis'tfa:d3] n. the firing of a
gun, etc. H(# EF)

obscure [ab'skjus] a. dark; hidden; not
clearly seen or understood Wiy ; Bk ; A
BERH, ERERH

divinity [ di'viniti] n. the quality of being
divine; divine being 844 ;##

cannon ['kenen] ». large heavy gun, fixed
to the ground or to a gun-carriage, esp.
the old kind that fired a solid ball of metal
KA, IR E R BB R AL, TR
HE B &5 ECHE KR

poop [puip} 7. (raised deck at the) stern of
a ship it &



cue [kju:] ». hint about how to behave,
what to do, etc. BE/R

broadside [ 'brodsaid] ». (the firing on the
same target of) all the guns on one side of
a ship & B ¥R £ 1 A% W 4

solitary [ 'soliteri] a. lonely; seldom visited
TRIR G 5 WORL

toll {toul] ». (of a bell) (cause to) ring
with slow, regular strokes (#%8h) ({#)2 18
A HLAE L 1Y 1

sovereign [ 'sovrin] n. BE%IHEH

secession [si'sefon] n. W%, Bif

ticklish [ 'tiklif] @. (of a problem, piece of
work, etc.) needing delicate care or atten-
tion (¥R, LYEL) T/ ML IEA BF 0

ply [plai} v. work with (an instrument)
F(#R)

coronation [ kore'neifen] n. ceremony of
crowning a king, queen or other sovereign
ruler (B E, X ENEMBH EN) MEAL

monarch [ 'monok ] n. supreme ruler (a
king, queen, emperor, express, etc.) B
EEHE LEEF . L8)

heir [ea] n. person with the legal right to
receive a title, when the
owner dies k& A

ascend [a'send] v. go or come up % k.

property, etc.

reign [rein] n. sovereignty; rule £8; B+
HIBt G

frantic [ 'freentik] «. wildly excited (with
joy, pain, anxiety, etc.) (HEW HFE . &
B REA, ELE

bakelite [ 'beikalait] n. KA, #A

clad [klaed] old p.p. of clothe. clothe f#IH
A 4

frock [frok] 7. woman’s dress or gown;
dress for a girl or baby; monk’s long gown
with loose sleeves % 7 My % 3 8 2 JL 5b
KM

armband [ 'aimbzend] n. ¥ 85K

huddle [ 'hadl] v./n. crowd or press to-
gether in disorder or distress ¢ &L H ¥4
B &

adjourn [o'dza:n] v. break off (proceedings
of a meeting, etc. ) for a time itk &/8¢&

sombre [ 'sombo ] 4. dark-coloured,
gloomy, dismal B @49, RABH, BIHTAY

enliven [in'laivn] vt . make lively f##5%, &
FER

resplendent [ ri'splendont] a. very bright;
splendid flx2H9; ¥ERH

medieval [imedi'ival] a. @y, 4w
O

herald { 'herald] n. person making public
announcement for , and carrying messages
from a ruler (¥ E)ESE, #F

pursuivant [ 'passivant] n. A, BR

array ['orei] v. place (esp. armed forces,
troops) in order for battle #E(FEM L)L
B/IER, FIE

tabard [ 'teebad] n. KHEIE

damask [ 'deemask] n. 48, 4%

velvet [ 'velvit] n. K84, 245

liege [lixd3] a. (feudal times) ruler,
landowner, entitled to receive service and
homage & £, £

halt [ hodt] n. (chiefly mil., of soldiers)
short stop on a march of journey; v. stop
marching (4 Bi5) KL ET#P G Mk
BB (RO $)r g

enact [i'nekt] vt./n. make (a law); de-
cree, ordain 5 () 7, M

notch [notf] v. - k% vV B MR

subject [ 'sabdzikt ] #. any member of a
state except the supreme ruler AR, B R,
R

quaintly [ 'kweintli] ad. attractively or



pleasingly because unfamiliar or old-fash-
ioned [HANH W 80E A& A s A

accession [ &k'sefon] n. reaching a position
or state EF| R —HL (AR B

vista [ 'vista] n. long, narrow view; long
series of scenes, events, etc. which one
can look back on or forward to & % B2 ;
AT [ B R A K AR RS

inaugurate [ i'nogjureit] v. introduce (a
new official, professor, etc.) at a special
ceremony (JVHE 5. IR )FITRIAL

trial [ 'trail] n. testing, trying, proving 3k
5, L, EW

pyx [piks] n. (church use) vessel in which
consecrated bread used at communion is
kept (M HIE)ZHES, 2U&

coinage [ 'koinid3] n. making coins; the
cotns made; system of coins in use i i#
M 5 B 6 10 T 58 A A 6

realm [relm] ». kingdom 1 H

convene [kon'vin] wv. call { persons) to

come together {(for a meeting, etc.) 7%

Phrases and

St . George’s Day sFH#H (W H =+ = H)

Accession Council ZHRZE 7 &

Anglo-Saxon # &£ - E A

Senior Clerk ¥t ig& M4, tE

the Privy Council 5%

Throne Room (85 #9) 8 W%

State Trumpeters [H L1k 5 F

Temple Bar ( X)) &

Portcullis| po:t'kalis] Pursuivant % & f§ M/
(N

Inner Chamber #%

.

(N &%)

opulent [ "spjulent] a . rich, wealthy, abun-
dant & #19; EE M

juror | 'd3usra] . member of jury B H,
A 5

dazzling [ 'deezlin] «. brilliant, splendid 4
HR R, e

livery ['liveri] n. special dress or uniform
worn by men servants in a great household
(esp. of a king or noble) (¥ #ESFRE
IS8 AT 5 00 ) ¥ S0 AR

backdrop [ 'baekdrop] #. (B&ETMBERE
i, Wi

verdict [ 'vaudikt] n. decision reached by a
jury on a question of fact in a law case [ %
A1 el e, £ ke

flair [fles] n. natural or instinctive ability
(to do sth. well) F A", &4

assayer [ o'seia] n. those who test the
fineness, purity or quality of precious met-

als, etc.) fLa&#, Hr#

Expressions

Star Chamber 5% ¥ 5

Chancellor of the Exchequer (#[E )t B A K
heir apparent #E 4% /K A

ring out DISriS & S W HA R4 )
for certain &/, WY, HILEY

be underway 7eikf7

stem from £[1, &, S, di--FEG=E)
by the grace of /&%%/L)--- K

in one’s favour X3 A F1, 25§ A%l

be on hand T3k Cf Hi0), AT



Proper Nouns

Hyde Park [ haid pak] ##AE Friary Court [ 'fraieri koit] 15 E: FE
Elizabeth I #fi s —iit George V FRigHM

Sir Neville Leigh [nevil liz] p4ER - # &1 Westminster [ 'westminsto] F& T 8 4 (32 H
Norroy [ 'norosi] % /K W& FTEH)

Ulster King ['alsta] &/R¥EE Norman Lamont [ 'noimen 'leemant] #5& - $r
Edward VI Z@4tit . ESH

George Gair [— gea] F7i5- 3K

Notes to the Text

1. Elizabeth I (1926 ~ ): Elizabeth Alexandra Mary, the queen of the Great Britain who
came to throne in 1952.

2. St. George’s Day: St. George is a patron saint of England. In memory of him, 23rd,
April of each year is celebrated as St. George’s Day.

3. Gunpowder Plot in 1605: As James ]I came to the throne in 1603, Catholics thought he
would lessen the old policy to oppress the Catholicism. However, they were greatly disap-
pointed, for, instead of their expectation, James Il continued that policy. He drove the
Roman Catholics out of the country, fined or prisoned those who refused to practice the
state religion rites. The Catholics hated him so much that some of them planned to kill
him together with his chancellors and all of the members of the Parliament. They rented
a basement in the Parliament building and buried gunpowder there in order to wipe out all
of them while they had a meeting. Unfortunately, the secret was given away. Those who
had been involved in the plot were arrested and put to death.

4. the Crimean War in 1855 It is also known as “the Eastern War” between Russia and the
Great Britain, France, Turkey, etc., which started in 1853 and ended in Paris Treaty in
1856.

Exercises

Comprehension
I . Seminar questions.

1. How do the royal ceremonies show the great power of the royal family?

2. How do you think the power of the queen both in the past and at present? Why?



3. What is the purpose of the Trial of the Pyx ?

4. What writing style does the writer use in this text?

I

. Which language points do you think very difficult to understand and also very important

to you?

. Give the most appropriate headings for some paragraphs of the text mentioned as fol-

lows with your own words.

B WY

. Paragraph 25

Paragraph 3
Paragraph 7
Paragraph 22

Vocabulary and Structure

Il . Complete each sentence with an appropriate word or a phrase from the list given below
and make changes where necessary.
stem from obscure frantic on hand ring out ‘I
solitary enliven in ones favour enact for certain

1. His back trouble _______ an old war injury.

2. There were a lot of ______ activities just before the royal visitors arrived.

3. A cunning laughter _______ {rom the waiting crowd.

4. The meaning of the message is

5. There was a large crowd ______ to greet the queen.

6. Being a president, he felt himself more ____ than he had ever done in his life.

7. His jokes the Party.

8. The Government has been ___ laws to perfect the state’s management.

9. 1 did not know ______, but I guessed he missed the bus.

10. A high-school diploma is _______ when applying for a job.

IV . Study the following pairs of words and fill in the blanks to complete the sentences.

defective  having a defect or defects; imperfect
effective  able to bring about the result intended
Examples: In my opinion, his costume was very defective.

Philip was a very effective and witty speaker.

1. His efforts to improve the school have been very

2. In addition, he had been one of the most scientists in the world.
3. My bicycle chain came apart because of a link in it.

4.

Due to brain damage, his speech was



Y . Identify the different meaning of the same words used in a different context. Then

make an intelligent choice from the explanations given below.

1. A. An obscure figure could be seen through the fog.
a. not clearly seen b. dim
B. The bus stopped at an obscure little town.
a. hidden b. not well known
2. A. The old fisherman leads a solizary life.
a. lonely b. full
B. Can you give me one solitary piece of proof of what you say?
a. only one b. proved
3. A. Lightning is caused by clouds discharging electricity.
a. underloading b. sending out
B. The judge found him not guilty and discharged him.
a. released b. fined
4. A. It was a somber room with dark furniture and heavy black hangings.
a. gloomy b. dark-coloured
B. His somber voice told us the bad news.
a. dismal b. low
5. A. Would you please make a record of any foreign currency you have?
a. money that is actually in use in a country
b. present
B. Many English words are in common currency throughout the world.
a. knowledge

b. the state of being in common or general use

V. Complete the following passage with the help of the Chinese phrases or sentences in the
brackets. '
D (BERESHFEAMNZARBHRE &) ;

excitement has reached fever-pitch, helped by the music and alcohol of celebration. The

clock is close to midnight now and girlfriends’ fingers are poised to expose the epaulette(/d &
#HM4). Once again, Andrew had his own ideas. 2) “(F MW —F it T RO E K
. There are no other closer people in my life
and, when the fireworks are going each will reveal a pip(F 2)”. 3) (& %W, 18 X FF 50
and the commissions become real among tears,

champagne, emotion and love. However, beneath all the revelry(¥E#) which this day's cere-
mony affords, 4) (B} HXEERHBELHELLER)

when the last dancing stops at dawn. For many, it will not be long before the streets of Ul-

ster claim their professionalism; others will be posted to perform arduous tasks in the ever-in-

creasing ambit(7EHl) of the United Nations and always there is the possibility of war. What-



