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EDITORS’ WORDS

The Qin-Han Volumn of Great Dictionary of China
Numismatics is an other important volume of this dictionary after
the Pre-Qin Volumn.

Banliang and wuzhu coins are the main currency during the
Qin-Han periods. It is a poser for us to give the exact dates to Han
banliang and wuzhu coins, to put them in chronological order and
to distinguish between the banliang coins before and after Qin's
unifying China, as Qin -and Han Dynasties mainly used the two
kinds of coins over 400 years and Qin had cast banliang coins
before unifying China. So, some numismatic works don't mark the-
dates of banliang and wuzhu coins to avoid this difficulty. Based
on the dated tombs and a lot of coin moulds, by the typological
methods from archaeology, the Qin-Han Volumn has ordered the
dates or periods for banliang and wuzhu coins, by which people
can exactly distinguish between the banliang coins before and
after Qin's unifying China, formulated the standard for the period-
dividing of wuzhu coins of all emperors in the West Han and of
early, middie and late periods in the East Han ( the East Han coins
were cast comparatively crorrespondently and their characteristics
didn't vary in different emperor periods, so they can be only
divided into stages) and basically solved the period-dividing
problem for Qin-Han coins.

How to determine the standard and names of the entries is
an other difficult problem during the compilation of the Qin-Han
Volumn, because there are only a few kinds of Qin-Han coins.
After investigation, we developed a set of methods which put the
dates as main enteies (list coins in chronological order) and the
characteristics of coins as sub-entries. By this way, we marked the
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dates and the characteristics. of coins, which is relatively
convenient for us to research and collect coins. In the meantime,
‘this method, which is a pioneering work in the field of the
compilation of numismatic dictionaries, gives an example for
making entries of the square-hole round coins of every dynasty
after Qin-Han.

We believe that this Volumn will be welcomed and accepted
by most researchers and collectors like the Pre-Qin Volumn.

Zhong Hua Book Company
December, 1993
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PREFACE

China is one of the earliest countries who minted coins in the world.
Chines_e coins have already had a more than three thousand years history if the
bronze shells unearthed at ‘Ying Ruins’ site in Anyang,Henan Province, and
some tombs of the Shang Dynasty in Baode,Shanxi Province,are regarded as
primitive coins. As far as bronze coins are concerned,from shell coins, knife
coins,spade coins, yibi coins(the éhape looks like an ant’s nose),ring coins to
round coins with a square hole in the center, it independently developed in a
regular way and created a numismatic culture with Chinese characteristics,
whose basic features are:the materials are mainly base metals (copper;iron,
etc. ) ;the designs are mainly with characters; the manufacture is mainly with
mould-casting technique. This culture has been spread to many countries and
regions in East Asia and Southeast Asia, formed East Numismatic Culture
System completely different from the West.

China is also the earliest country who issued paper money in the world. In
the late 10th century,a kind of bills called jiaozi (3 F)was used as money
among the common people. Since 1024, the government of the Song Dynasty
took the authority to issue jiaoz: from the people,it had bécome the earliest
official paper money. Afterwards, from Jin, Yuan and Ming to Qing Dynasty,
Chinese paper money had also gone through an independent advancing way
and become an important part of China Numismatic Culture. It not only affected
countries and regions belonging to the East Numismatic Culture but also
shocked the West.

Chinese currency, which has a long history and can go back to very old
times,has plenty of contents. Object currency emerged in the late primitive so-
ciety was intermittently in use after the emergence of coins,and paper money,
even till the People’s Revoutionary War led by the Communist Party of China.
Bronze was ever used as one kind of Chinese primitive weight currency. And
gold and silver used as weight currency or coins had different manufacture and
stipulation not only in shape,decoration, size and weight but also in quality in
distinct periods and regions. There are a great variety of coins and paper




