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Introduction

This book describes the whole process of how
Christianity was missionized in the Miao nationality
society in the mountain areas called Wumenshan
between Yunnan, Guizhou and Sichuan, It reveals
the deeds of Burgley, a missioner, who had ever
been praised as Miao nationality's savior”, and the
prosperity in those years of Shimenkan (stone thre-
shold) which was praised as the holy place of
Miao nationality's culture revival, Taking this as
background, it probes into such puzzling and
exciting cultural problems as why Confucianism was
not able to put its foot in Miao people's society
while Christian culture changed it within twenty
years; why Shimenkan, the former “heaven {rom
abroad” disappeared completely dozens of years later
while Guobu, a Miao nationality church which is not
far away, has fully developed, etc,

Through the typical individual case which a
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great many people had ever been involved in but now
few people know, the book tries, from the angle of
sociology and cultural dissemination, to make com-
parisons between Christian culture and Confucian
culture, Christian culture and the natural religious
culture of Miao nationality, and between the nature,
characteristics and {functions of the two factions
within Christianity, Therefore, the scope and signi-
ficance that it involves go beyond the individual
case itself,

This is the first treatise that concretely studies
from a microcosmic angle the occurence, development,
disappearance and variations of the Christian move-
ment in a certain area of China,

This book adopts the method that the atheistic
stand 1s employed to comment on the behaviour of
believers, which will let the readers find everything

{resh and new,
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