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Jacques Voneche
for: B. Inhelder, H. Sinclair and M. Bovert
Learning and the Development of Cognition

It is indeed a great honour and a great pleasure to see the present
volume translated into Chinese. It demonstrates that the book has |
withstood the test of time and criticism. But it is also saddening ex-
perience, because our ideas, methods, experiments and conclusions
have been misrepresented, misunderstood and misread so often that we |
do not want to repeat the experience in a new language. This is the |
main reason for this preface, since usually books do not need preface.
Either they are worth reading and a preface is a distracting useless delay :
or they do not deserve reading and, then, a preface does not improve
the quality of the content of the book.

The present volume is not about learning in the usual sense of the

word that can be found, either in the long American Russian tradition of 3

learning and conditioning, or in the educational meaning of the pro-
cesses necessary to achieve successful schooling. It is a book about
development, but it is not a book about structural stages of development
as were Piaget’s books on the cognitive development of children. It is a

book about the mechanisms which assure the transition from one stage to




