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The Summary of the Book

As China's first systematic study of the epic Manas

« "On the Manas” Manas is divided in to three parts. Part One
or "living form” , mainly expounds the features of the Kirgiz epic
entitled Manas, its singers, its birth, development and regulari-
ty of variation. Part Two mainly deals with "text”, demonstrat-
ing the image of the figures, aesthetic traits and narrative pat-
tern. In Part Three, namely, "comparison” ,the author makes a

comparative study of the Manas with the Tibetan epic Gesar,the
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Mongolian epic Jungar and the Greek epic as well.

The book is mainly based on the versions sung by China’s two
famous Manasiqi named Zhusufu Mamayi and Aishimate
Maimaite. At the same time, the author consults its varieties at
home and abroad. She has had a long time of survey in the Kirgiz
community and visited several singers of the epic. With firsthand
material, the author provides thorough and accurate documents

and probes into the epic and accomplishes the book at last. It lays

stress on the main body of the epic singers and audience,
attaching importance to the feature of living tradition and narra-
tive pattern by comparative study. It could help people have a

deeper understanding of the characteristics of the epic.
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