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ABSTRACT

The Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh CCCPC marked
the beginning of the transformation of Chinese society. Along
with the adjustment of the rural interests structure and the
change of the control models, tensions emerged in rural areas,
and the non-institutional political participation showed an ever
widening tendency in rural China. The extending of the political
participation is an inevitable outcome of the ever deepening social
transformation. Whether this kind of participation would bring
about instability mainly depends on the degree of institutional-
ization of a polity. The understanding of the institutional capaci-
ty of Chinese polity during transformation period is based on the
analysis of the nature of the general Chinese political condition,
and the principle foundation and basic content of the institution
of Chinese civil participation.

This thesis develops the analysis at the intermediate level.
It focuses on the core concept, i. e. non-institutional political
participation, regards political participation as a contradiction
between citizen and government within which they are mutually
controlled, deeply analyse the contributing factors, types, char-

acteristics, and trends of the rural non-institutional participation
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8 ABSTRACT

during the transformation period. It further advances the opinion
that when a government plays the domination role in political
participation, it should balance different intersests, rationalize
the application of authority, pay attention to the institutional
role of ideology, take the costs of political participation into ac-
count, and finally set up a mutually beneficial model of political
development. Such a model should be a productive one and could
amplify a series of supportive institution advantageous to the
healthy development of the democratic politics.

The thesis puts forward the non-institutional political par-
ticipation as the core concept, defines it and makes typical divi-
sions for it scientifically. Therefore the thesis changes the tradi-
tion of the dichotomy of legal and illegal political participation,
enlarges the definition category of political participation, and en-
riches the content of the concept. The new concept brings about
.the creativity in analysis. The thesis makes a historical and prac-
tical investigation of the characteristics of Chinese peasants, in-
corporates the change of interests structure and control models in
rural China during transformation period, and deeply analyses
two kinds of rural non-institutional political participation: in-
duced participation and imposed participation. After analysing
the relation among interests, authority and political participa-
tion, the thesis puts forward the fundamental principles of politi-

cal participation based on the mutual benefits.
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