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LESSON 1

Is Learning English Easy or Not?

TEACHING NOTES

1

Information Related to the Text

1. The languages in the world
The number of the languages used in the world has never been satisfactorily
determined. Since it is always difficult to set a clear difference between a
language and a dialect, some linguists even suggest the number be over
25,000. However, there are only thirteen languages with 50 million or more
speakers. They are Chinese, English, Hindustani, Russian, Spanish, Ger-
man, Japanese, Arabic, Bengali, Portuguese, Malay, French and Italian.

English, second only to the Chinese language which is largely limited to

China, is the most widely used language in the world.

2. English-speaking countries
English, as a native or colonial tongue, is used in the United States, the
British Isles, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. In many other countries,
especially those in the British Commonwealth like India, Singapore, Ugan-
da, etc., English is set as the official language, people speak it in addition to
their own native tongues.

IntPoductory Remarks
“Is learning English easy or not?” To this question, perhaps most of the
students’ answer will be “It’s not easy.” Most people feel that English is much
more difficult than Chinese. They spend a lot of time and take great pains and
yet make little progress. After reading this text, we may get a better under-
standing of language learning.

When a grown-up learns a foreign language, he doesn’t have all the advantages a
child has in learning his native language, that is, his mother tongue. He doesn’t
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speak the foreign language all the time and rarely uses it in real life. And his
speaking habits in native language usually stand in the way, giving a lot of
interference.

Therefore, to those who want to learn English well, our advice is “Practice
makes perfect.” We must try our best to find time and chances to practise what
we have learned. Without practice, withont efforts, English will forever remain
foreign.

Language Points
1. “THERE BE” structure (see Textbook)
In addition, some points should be noted.
1) "There” is only a structural word and does not function as a place adver-
bial. Study the two “there” in the following sentence :
There is a chemical plant there.
2) When the subject contains more than two nouns, the number of the verb
must agree with the number of the nearest noun.
Examples:
There is a book and some magazines on the desk.
There are some magazines and a book on the desk.
3) Some verbs may be used in the similar structure.
Examples:
There scemed to be no doubt about this problem.
There remains one more test to be carried out.
There stands a factory by the river.
2. fifteen hundred: one thousand and five hundred
3. But only a few of them are very important.
“A few” is different from “few”. “A few” is positive in meaning while
“few” is negative.
Examples:
I know a few of these people.
[ know few of these people.
A few students were absent in the class.
Few students were absent in the class.
4. Many, many people use it, not only in England and the U.S.A., but in oth-
er parts of the world.
Examples:
He not only speaks English but also speaks Japanese.
Not only he but I knew her.
We have English classes not only on Monday but also on Thursday.
She is not only my classmate but also my good friend.
S5.itis + adj. or n. + to do sth.
Examples: '
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9.

10.

11.

Is it easy or difficult to learn English?

So it is hard to say that learning English is easy.
It is my pleasure to do something for you.

I thought it was easy to learn English well.

. Many millions are trying to do so.: Many millions of people are trying to

lcarn English as a foreign language.
. or your money back. .. : if you can’t learn it in six weeks, you can have
your money back.

. Our records and tapes help you master your English in a month.

help sb. (to) do sth.

Examples:

He helped me (to) fix my bicycle.

Can you help me move this table away?

... 1t never happens quite like that. : In fact learning English is not so casy

as the ads say.

If we could learn English in the same way, it would not seem so difficult.

(See Textbook) Tell students some basic rules about the subjunctive mood

and ask them to make some sentences with “if ... could ..., would ...”

pattern.

Examples:

It he could come here, he would surely help us. (The fact is that he can not
come here and therefore he will not help us.)

If we could memorize 300 new words a day, it would be very easy to learn
English. (The sentence implied that we can not memorize so many new
words a day and therefore it is not easy to learn English. )

Think of what a small child does.

1) think of
Examples:

a) consider: #&
We have a lot of things to think of before we can decide.
We are thinking of going to Guangzhou for our holidays but we haven’t
decided yet.
b) B, &
Can you think of a good place for a weekend?
Who first thought of the idea?
I know the man but I can’t think of his name.

c) Ao EERVS
What do you think of this film?
2) “... what a small child does.” (See Textbook )
Examples:

We listen to what people say.
We will do what the people want us to do.
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We love what the people love.
12. listen to: try to hear; pay attention to; agree
Examples:
He listens to the news program every morning.
You should listen attentively to the teacher in class.
The boys heard their father’s voice, but were not listening to what he was
saying.
Don’t listen to him. He wants to get you into trouble.
13. When he wants something, he has to ask for it.
1) have to
Examples:
It's getting late and I have to leave now.
The children don’t have to go to school on Sundays, do they?
Have you (or Do you have) to leave so early?
These shoes will have to be mended.
2) ask for
Examples:
You'd better not talk too much with him, if you do, you're just asking
for trouble.
The child asked his father for a toy car.
She asked me for help.
Did anyone ask for me?
14. ... because a good command of English depends upon a lot of practice. ;
One can only learn English well after a lot of practice.
1) depend on (upon): need; rely on; trust
Examples:
Children depend on their parents for food and clothing.
Good health depends upon good food, exercise, and getting enough sleep.
He depends on his pen for a living.
The price depends on the quality.
He is a man who can be depended upon.
How much a person can earn depends on his skills.
2) a lot (of ): many; much; lots of
Examples:
She spends a lot of money on clothes.
There were such a lot of people in the shops.
Therc is lots of time to do that job.
I saw quite a lot of her when I was in London last month.
He is feeling a lot better today.
15. Good teachers, ... and dictionaries will help.
“Will help” here means “will be helpful”. (Here “help” is an intransitive
verb.)
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16. the student’s work; homework, exercises, practice, etc.

KEY TO EXERCISES

Question for Preview Check
8

Phonetics
2
/ei/ state, face, stage, lake, ate, cake
/a/ fun, some, lunch, supper
/ai/ nice, time, white
/ee/ catch, man

Grammar
1
1. about (prep.) difficult (adj.) take (v.) an (art.)
fifteen (num.) you (pron.) world (n.) in (prep.)
language (n.)  ago (adv.) three (num.) but (conj.)
the (art.) oh (int.) him (pron.) a (art.)
seem (v.) and (conj.) now (adv.)

2. (n.) language, mother, tongue, English, way, time, practice
(adj.) easy, only, same, difficult, all, much
(adv.) so, not, just
(v.) seem, learn, is, try, hear, want, has, ask, use, talk, think, give
(art.) the
(pron.) that, we, it, what, something
(prep.) to, in, for

Exercises to the Text

2

1. 7R B 2. AR, A

3. BaUr 4. RO+

5. £ 6. XK

7. VAIRIRE ik 8. M

9. ik ,—H

3

1. Using tapes and records will help a lot in English learning.
2. Tim will be back home in a month.

3. The child is listening to his mother.
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1. We depend on Jim to make the decision.
5. He has a lot of books.

4
1. one of the important languages
2. in other parts of the world
3. articles of this kind
4. in two weeks
5. in the same way
6. talk in English
7. all the time
3. It’s hard to say
9. will take much time
10. from the first day
5
1. important language tongue practise
difficult magazine remember cffort
foreign excellent imagine dictionary
2. Tapes and rccords are good for the students.
Learning English needs great effort and takes much time.
Tommy learned English when he was a child.
English and Chinese are different languages.
That man’s English is excellent.
There are advertisements in the newspapers.
She didn’t have enough money to buy the dictionary.
6
1. There are about fifteen hundred languages in the world.
2. Many people use English.
3. People in other parts of the world also use English.
4. Is it easy or difficult to learn English?
5. Your pronunciation will be excellent in a month.
6. So it 1s hard to say that learning English is easy.
7. Practice needs great effort.
8. Our records and tapes help you to learn English well in a year.
7
part
L FEA B K — Ao i) b2 AR B ] 1A%
2. MAKBEHETHXAN I,
3. FMFIE PR BREBEEH,
4o KA BRI A I B O

master
L MRS R H RS SR T
2. M EARBRFEEH A
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3. ANER IR B ) R MER I L, IR BE R T b B

4. MEME T RREHSHIA TIENBRE T A,

add / addition

1 MR T I — e, e — M L B S — N s eE B2 e 1AL,
IS RATH S E

BT R ER A DUE R AN

X SIIER 1 IRt 2 Ah iR K B R,

B~ W

It is not difficult to learn English.

There are thirty students in the classroom.

Many people in the world use Chinese.

Can I help you to do it?

I started learning English at middle school. At that time I didn’t like it very
much because I didn’t know why I must learn it.

6. Many thousands of Chinese people are learning English, but few of them
understand that a good command of English needs a lot of practice.

[ B S A

SEiIFX

HiERHFEML?

HHR ERAH —FHEMIES R ZERN A DRI, B E
TESEE AN DL Rt 0 oty 1 BB A N BORE . Sl MBI A O 44 7
. ETRRA LD NEEIERSMER Y T RARAERG T T, 1 ELFT 22 3805 1A th 45 5
[EP

RBEEFESE? REMAE AR EE, SR BERTZE LR X Em %,
TR LB, B IARRCTR AR R RATHIE AR BN R — A ARGE
Bk NBE—KEEMEEREDRTE, HilaF " SRR 4 3E i,

M -BRESFNEERBE, AW RGO, MRS F s, 3 1
CHIESEM AT o BANFEATRE LR Rk ) 38, ML P RIEL T, i
— AR N MO AT RIS, MRS F AR, T R B M R
AR ATES A ERLE (X RIE S, B R, RS A8, R rb I 25 8k 22 A R T AR B

PRI, ARHE 158 3 o B 2 1 5 S, DR 0 K 003 0 o 2 R B M I 4, T K 68 1 1 5 )
FEIERNT, TEIK . AIMEHE A, 0508 A AR, 47 60 5 4% A i) S0 70 B 42 4L 75
B B ETTRATRE R 2 A5 .
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Good Manners

TEACHING NOTES

1

Information Related to the Text

“Excuse me” and “I'm sorry”

The Chinese translation for these two expressions may be the same — “Xf A&E”.
However they are different in usage. “I’'m sorry” is an expression when one has
a sincere feeling of shame or unhappiness at one’s past actions, for example,
when he caused some trouble to others. It also means that somebody feels pity
for somebody else when he is told of bad news such as a death. “Excuse me” is a
polite expression used when one starts to speak to a stranger, or when one
wants to get past a person, or when one disagrees with something other people
said. In American English, it may sometimes mean the same as “Sorry” when,
for example, one steps on another person’s foot.

Introductory Remarks

When we say that a person has good manners, we mean that he talks politely
and behaves well. Although people in different countries have different cus-
toms and habits, they all have something in common about politeness and good
behavior. After you first read the text, can you tell the most important thing
for good manners?

3 Language Points

1. a person with bad or careless manners; a person who talks or behaves im-
properly or carelessly

2. How do I know what to do and what not to do.
“what (how, when, where, who, which, why) + to do sth.” has the same
functions as an infinitive; it can be used as the subject, object, predicative,
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etc. of a sentence.
Examples:
When to hold the meeting remains undecided. (subject)
I don’t know where to find him. (object)
The problem is how to get the money needed. (predicative)
Please tell me what to do and how to do it. (object)
3. Here are some examples of these things.
The adverb “Here” is put at the beginning of the sentence because the sub-
ject is long. (When a sentence begins with “here” or “there”, the predicate
usually goes before the subject unless the subject is a pronoun. )
Examples:
Here is the book.
Here it is.
There went Tom.
There he went.
4. He never laughs at people when they are in trouble.
1) laugh at
Examples:
a) be amused by
The children laughed at his funny story.
b) make fun of
He was laughed at for being so foolish.
It is unkind to laugh at a person who is in trouble.
c¢) disregard: treat with indifference
He laughed at the difficulties.
2) in trouble
Examples:
He is a good neighbour and is always ready to help anyone in trouble.
He is in trouble now. Let’s all give him a hand.

5. ... either to people or to animals.
“either ... or ...” can be used to link almost every part of a sentence.
Examples:

He must be either mad or drunk. (predicative)

Please either come in or go out. Don’t stand there in the doorway. (predi-
cate)

You may hand in your homework either today or tomorrow. (adverbial)

Give me either a pen or a pencil. (object)

Either my father or my brothers are coming. (subject)

Either my brothers or my father is coming. (subject)

6. When people are waiting for a bus, or in a post office, he takes his turn.

1) wait for

Examples:



