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FOREWORD

The Guizhou Province is called *“Qian’’ or “Gui’’ for short, it is located in the eastern Yun-Gui Plateau. It has a
close neighbour province of Sichuan in the north, near to Hunan Province in the east, also borders on Yunnan
Province in the west and adjoins Guangxi Zhuang Nationality Autonomous Region in the south. With an area of
more than 170,000 square kilometers and with its mild climates, abundant rainfall, rich resources, magnificent
landscape and the world-renowned Huanggushu Waterfall, the Guizhou Province is a splendid and bright pearl in our
southwestern motherland.

The Guizhou Province, not only has the favourable natural conditions, but has a long history and brilliant
culture also. As far back as two-thousand years, during the Spring and Autumn Pericd and the Warring States Period,
have had recorded history in the province already and had been belonged under the Chu, Bie, Xi, Ba, Shu and
Zangke different countries. Especially, the province had gone down in history during the Yelang State of the Warring
States Period. After the First Emperor of Qin unified China, the successsive dynasties of Han, Jin, Southern and
Northern Dynasties, Sui, Tang, Song, Yuan, Ming up to Qing and the Republic of China, it has been continuous in
history. Particularly, in Jan. 1935, the Party has convened the Political Bureau Session in Zun'yi, Guizhou Province,
which has wrote down a glorious record in the history of the Chinese people’s revolution.

The Guizhou Province is a multinational province, except the Han nationality, there are many nationalities of
Miao, Bouyei, Dong, Yi, Shui, Hui, Gelo, Zhuang, Yao and Tujia with a population more than seven millions,
amount to one fourth of the total population of the province. They had created a high level of historial culture and
had left many valuable cultural relics and historial sites with their untiring pair of hands and imcomparable
intelligence and wisdom, which has made up the very important factors of ancient civilization in our country.

After liberation, the economic constructions in Guizhou Province have been going ahead by leaps and bounds
as well as the cultural construction and the preservation of cultural relics have been uninterrupted growth.
Since the Third Plenary Session of the Party 11th Central Committee, the preservation of cultural relics has been
achieved remarkable success under the attention had been paid by leaders of various level and made great efforts by all
workers of cultural relics. The general investigations of cultural relics of the province have been far ahead in the

" State. It is very grateful and extend warm congratuations to the province, that had opened up a new prospect of the

scientific research, exhibition and propaganda, which have brought the cultural relics into full play in the socialism
four-modernization and have applied to our efforts to achieve cultural and ideological progress as well as to our work
for material progress.

To publish the pictorial “ANCIENT GUIZHOU ARCHITECTURE", it is one of the achievements by the
cultural relics workers of the Guizhou Province. With its elegant pictures and brief instruction, it is to make a
contribution to all of the people of the province, state and world-wide for the Guizhou provincial arts treasure of the
abundant ancient architecture. Also, it is to afford an important information for tour, visit, use for reference for the
literary and artistic creation, scientific research, carry out the education of patriotism etc..

As a scientific and technological worker, who had been engaged many years in the ancient architecture and
cultural relics preservation, | have deep feelings with the treasure place of Guizhou and have many bosom friends
they are engaged in the cultural relics front of Guizhou. | was invited to write for the pictorial, | really don’t deserve
this and feel ashamed. But if declined, | daren’t do it.

Luo Zhewen
Aug. 1986
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LAXIAN PAVILION

The Laixian Pavilion is situated in
Mairengzhai, 18 km north Guiyang.

’ The pavilion has built on an isolated
ﬂ({ﬂlm&ﬁ'l‘%:ﬂ:§m8 istand, all round there is surround by

ﬁ%ﬁ%%&%l{ﬂﬁ ° lﬁ green water, like a fabled abode of

immortals on the sea. The main

Eﬁ’f?ﬁ‘#ﬁﬁ&Zt ’ %ﬁ pavilion was built as hexagonal
ﬁﬁ s ek K o TS pointed-end with triple eaves. It has

been recorded in document that,

EE’E&?‘Q%@;&E o lﬁ during the period of the Wenli reign
in the Ming Dynasty (1573-1620),

PIERE : “HBRIBREER the local person had built a small
E| ; gggﬂg%;ﬁw & 2 pavilion on the projecting rock, but

had destroyed.

LRGER - BHEEERM ( In 1809, the 14th year of Jiajing
1573—1620ﬂ:—)’ %AEE reign in the Qing Dynasty, a bridge

was rebuilt as a passageway to the

ﬁﬁi:@“ﬂ()%d\??»"'?i:;!&o rock, and named Xianlin Bridge
EEEPUE (18094 ) {the Bridge, the immortals had ever -

been), also built an new paviltion on

FRATLME 2GR, the side of the former place of

pavilion, named Lai Xian Pavilion

e EN FRA - BA (the Pavilion, the immortals had
“%{m" o ﬁﬁ%ﬁ\; (ﬁﬂﬁﬁ come here). Afterwards, it has rebuilt

in 1908, the 34th years of Guangxu -

=+pu4E (19084F) ﬁﬁé@o reign in the Qing Dynasty.
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The Yan Can Tomb is located in
Huangfenju, 33km northeast of Zun'yi
County. This has been the giant stone
chamber joint burial tomb of the couple

: Yan Can, the chief officer of military and
¢ civil fair in Bo Prefecture in the Southern
. Song Dynasty (1127-1279). It has had a
lot of exquistely arts of carved stones,
especially the six niches, their construc-

structure, and have been well preserved a
wealth of architectural data of Song
Dynasty.

tions have been modelled on the timber .

R ERE

A partial carved stone

B R E

BREEE

The tomb-chamber
of the Yang

Can Tomb
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g HUuFem
The full view of
Xiangshan Temple
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MILFIEM  The Main hall of Xiangshan Temple

The Xiangshan Temple is situated on the top of
Xiangshan (Xiang Hill) within the Zun'yi City. Built in
the period of the Dade reign in the Yuan Dynasty
(1297-1307). Afterwards, the temple was destroyed
and rebuilt again, and named by the hill when was
completed.
This was a famous temple in north Guizhou over
a long time, which had ever attracted a targe number
The Heshang of pilgrims. The arched door and the graves of
(Buddhist-monk) Buddhist monk have had the type of pagoda, the
earliest was built in 1784, the 49th year of Qianlong
grave reign in the Qing Dynasty and the latest in 1942, the
in front of the magnificent Da-Xiong-Bao-Dian (the Great Hall) was
Xiangshan Temple restored in the recent years.

Ancient Guizhou Architecture
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ANSHUN CONFUCIUS R 5 FF SRR
ARCHITETURAL COMPLEX

THAAF B AR
An interior view of the Anshun Confucious Architectural Complex
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K ARk The Dacheng Temple

Iﬁ WBQE*EE-E The Anshun Confucius Architectural Complex is situated
The stony dragon column of carved within the Anshun Municipality. It was built in the early
huge stone in the Confucius Temple days of the Hongwu reign in the Ming Dynasty (1368),

afterwards, it had repaired and rebuilt in 1624, 1668, 1716
and 1838 respectively, it had become the _completed
traditional architectural complex in our province which
had preserved up to this day.
5 : This architectural complex is divided into three parts.
i i - .: The first part, a bridge across the Pan Pool, the stone heads
| ; of dragon and lion were inlaid on the bridge openings and
so far has had well preserved. The second part, when
further entered, there are three towering carved stony
memorial archways with four stone columns of each. Also,
the archway has a width of 9 meters and a height of 8
meters of each. The exquisite carved stones have had
rigorous arranged and have won everybody's admiration.
The third part, when entered further more, there are halls,
bell-tower and drum tower. In front of the hall, two stony
dragon columns has stood tall and upright of carved huge
stone, the carved hollowed-out dragons twined around the
stone column, the created images are very vivid and
vigorously. Each of the column is six meters high with
diameter of 60 centimeters, also it is supported by two
stone lions.

Such traditional carved stone are an exceptional exquisite
works of art in our province.
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FEI'YUN PRECIPICE
(Flying-cloud Precipice)
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FH25  The memorial archway of the Yuetan Temple
of the Fei'yun Precipice

REEAE

The Fei'yun Precipice (Flying-cloud Precipice) is located
in 12 km east of Huangping County. It is so named because
of it liked a piece of flying-cloud. It is said that the temple
on the precipice was established by the people of Miao
nationality. During the eighth of April of Lunar Calendar
each year, ten thousands of Miao people gathered there,
they have played reed-pipe, sung in antiphonal styie as well
as horse race, sparrowfighting etc. . They have had carnival
of three days and nights.

The precipice is the senic spot and historical site in
middle-Guizhou, it is called “The first wonderful view in the
middle Guizhou''. The famous scholar Wang Shouren in the
Ming Dynasty, who had praised that all the wonderful views
over the world were gathered in middle-Guizhou and all the
wonderful views over the middle-Guizhou were gathered in
this precipice.

The traditional architectures in this precipice was built in
1443, the 8th year of Zhengtong reign in the Ming Dynasty,
afterwards, it had restored on many occasions. It is not the
architecture of temples only, but the beautiful garden and
scenic spots also. In the both sides of the axial line of the
buildings, there are long corridor, Dicui Pavilion (Jade-
dripping Pavilion), Shengguo Pavilion {Saintly-fruit Pavilion),
Yuetan Temple (Moon-pond Temple} and its wing-rooms,
touring corridors and so on, ail of those buildings have well
arranged with an exquisite pattern.

REEANZEHKLEE  The cloud-shape precipice in the
Fei'yun Precipice
{Flying-Cloud Precipice)
10
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The long RELEFR= The Dicui

corridor Pavilion

of .the (Jade-dripping

Fei'yun Pavilion) of

Precipice the Fei'yun
Precipice

e =2 hRh
The memorial archway of the
Fei’yun Precipice

Th.e’ Small-br.ic!<-Tower of the Rz | The Jie'ying Pavilion of the
Fei’yun Precipice Fei’yun Precipice
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XIUWEN &[5 BA R
YANGMING
CAVE

{EXMBEBAEKXPFY  The front door of the Xiuwen Yangming Cave

Fxp AR A Rerd A e
Sir Wang Wencheng’s Memorial Temple : fy NG s, e

‘_fl'a,_.l‘li"‘

Ve

The Junzi (Gentleman)
Pavilion in the Yangming Cave
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