R E 0584

A Dictionary of Conversational English

NERSEEFRUME



(m)FBF 1552

WG TER B2

A Dictionary of
Conversational English

XEDOBFH

SMEBE ST R RAT
(AEFH=FLE+NLS)

LR RRBEER R
FoepERELRRARee

FA 736 X960 1/32 21.5E13k 371 TF
1993 4E 5 A 1 AR 1993 £ 5 A58 1 WKEIRI
EN ¥ :1 - 35000

ISBN 7 - 5600 — 0867 — 4/H-423
EHri15.80 3T '




Foreword

It is so easy to forget, in learning a foreign lan-
guage, that languége exists chiefly in its époken
form. For many students, the convenience and avail-
ability of books, the relative permanence of writing,
and the authority of great literature combine to give
the written language a preeminence that it does not
really possess. Speech is then seen as a pale reflec-
tion of writing, and its grammar and vocabulary is
judged, misleadingly, by the standards of written ex-
pression. ’

The English language has often been taught in
this way, and students who have followed a course in
which the written language is the chief or only model
of communication inevitably encounter great difficul-
ties when they arrive in an English-speaking country
for the first time. In particular, the vocabulary of ev-
eryday speech, and the range of idioms used, is dra-
matically different from what is typical of writing. In
informal speech as heard not only in the street but al-
so in films and on television —there is a vast array of
slang and taboo language which foreigners need every

help with, if they are to interpret it correctly and use



it appropriately.

Duan Li Xin has produced a most useful compila-
tion of the way the language is actually used, having
spent several years collecting idiomatic expressions,
fixed phrases, and sayings from everyday English.
He has paid attention to conversational style, to dif-
ferent levels of informality, and to impolite as well as -
polite colloquial vocabulary —something which cannot
always be said about books which.claim to be intro-
ductions to ‘real’ English. 1 have no doubt, there-
fore, that this dictionary will be of great practical as-

sistance to Chinese learners.

David Crystal
December 1992
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AU REEPEAMBIEERE S, W Well,I never!
I’m afraid, I couldn’ agree more, Business is busi-
ness, Love is blind %, fiiLmtig, BiE T ENAE
AR FHEZ N, ARREROEFIEET R
HEREFHERBERWIDE TIEN R AN TR H AL S
EBPBAMHEEEYNE, ARBRETRRTXE
ODiEPRAREE BFRAHEENERS, : You
bastard! Oh, shit! Piss off £,
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16 6 0 kB AIB AR AR B R R, B Act
your age! F age;Fire away! f fire ;Not too bad! #&
bad: After you! & after;How are you? # how, H&
H & SRAER, 0”5 &K/R. W:For goodness’
sake! T goodness A%, 1 A] N God Hil sake % ;Go
along with you! M\ along {@iH &G H], A go fl away
PR get AATHRERD. AHFESENBESEMH
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4 i&., . Make no bones about it!
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BEREEL

BRACBD  #E0EP AR E A R EE SR
F. :as a matter of fact, 1 wouldn’
have it if you gave it to me.

EEEE HOEPUEALTHRESGE TEE
@AM EIERA F. M:Correct me if
I’m wrong. Can I help you?
REELAF S REEMSS TEH
HAEIBER AT . @ :No Comment! Com-

pliments of the season! I beg to differ.
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THBA AHEEE, FAREEX BRI
EHRELROEBEPHAES. IHEXFHRES—BRF
HAMETHRSSES LARK—H. EHFRRAGE
English Pronouncing Dictionary ((ZEiE XK & 7558
14 J (Dent, 1977 4E f1 A. C. Gimson # £ BT W
E, FEEED, BFAZEEXTIREERNE
WL E R L EFREE B, UR ERBERFHEK
2 41 . Beat it! /'birtot/,for a change/fora'tjeind3/\1
couldn’t agree more! /ai'kudnta\gri: “mo:/,as a mat-
ter of fact/ozo 'meetra_~fxkt/,a feather in his cap/
o'fedoriniz’kep/. FIiR MW ESFMEAR—RETH
#HE., ORFAXPHEY, ORFKEF. HRK
£EEER, (ORBEFER OOREREERA,
HRFBEFHREHE, I LoEKKE IR,

it FiA &K B REPEREH ER/ot/, W for-
get it] /fo'getat/,ask for it/'a:sk forat/, A Hll i H i
AR R /it/, i That’s it) /\deets'it/ . H A ABRAA
FARRERESRESER, W your/jor/, his/iz/,
her/a/,them/dom,dm,am/,
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aboard /o'bo.d/

a. All aboard! /— o:lo \bo:d/
CHRAREBIE REZSHH TEARBERKE
LR E M HIEEN G REN L KVL(E.
MOMm Him.

All aboard,please! The ship is about to leave.

Rk BN LA, AR EFFHH L)

« R A BB, B E AR SN B XA TR
#1428 CeyA RINE T LA Pl B,

b. Welcome aboard! /'welkoma \bs.d/
MBOXMRABEEUTRHGEFHER:

DXL BAEAIK BK  SHEHSREER
AARHE—E. BR KRB EAERAEKMI! K
WAL Bl

Good morning ,ladies and gentlemen ! ’'m Captain

David. Welcome aboard!

(k1,64 M. 2 LT REEKAL, XHE

£ o A A HE 1)

D(HBKE EEREIHERA B TEX
FEAMRZREL LILFORMIE. BHRAEH L
Ly “Afe—iRs s, S B, flm.

- Good morning, Linda. Welcome aboard! This is

Professor....
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about /o'baut/

a. (and) about time, (too) /(ond) a'bauttaim ("
tu:)/

18D R KRR FE A B MR 3, o 3 3 B i T 8

245, B BRZ---T ;0% T BCGRO--HBHE

T XM EERTRMER, WA AT it is/was Z 5.

#ilm .

1. A:Julia and Mark got married last week.
B:About time,too] They’ve known each other
for so many years.
(FAWIEMEXLEHMEHT.
LNz BT . HBARTHAFETD
2. It’s about time you had your hair cut.
REHKZERLTD
b. be about to-+Z}ia]
WBOX A RE D FPRAERERREECTREE-BA
HORHE, Hlm.
1. Okay,I’m about to leave. See you on Monday!
F . REAR. E#H— '
2. My father is about to retire.
(BREHRERKED
c. Be quick about it! /bi'kwika “bauat/
(GHRAMPME TEFNTABTHRSOSA
. Boh.Hs T ek BIEN) Hlm.
Hey,you boys, be quick about it
CE,NFALBEFED




d. How (What) about...? /'hau (wbot) e\l;aut,_,/

BOXRAFEPEANTR,ETEH S HHETEM:
DR, Bh. -G - BLFE? - HFAR
% Hlm.
1. What about a Wednesday?
E—NEH=ZELHD
2. How about another song,children?
(BTN, BEXKFLHFD
3. How about letting Bill try it?
Gl RBEDD
c EEERBEENNAE, RITE R How
would you+ #id] , 8{# How’s about+ 4 F k3 &,
DERJIAZ R, BARE--ELHW?
m: ’
1. How about ringing Jim tonight?
A RbEBITEEELHRD
2. What about sitting by the window?
(REFFMILE LHD
D AREEES FTIHE . B BakT?
~Wge film. '
. 1. How about your exam last Friday,Lily?
(MR- EEEMBEXRERELHD
2. What about the bus—did it come to pick you
up?
(MER, FRERMNTED
3. How about Mother? Is she all right?
(BEE AL HRELD)
V) F¥ISFEE. B RE--- G Hlim.



