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LESSON ONE

Christmas Day in the Morning

T . Introduction

1) “Christmas Day in the Morning” is intended to inspire people

2)

to high ideals and noble sentiments. Because the characters
and the plot are simple and down-to-earth, the story would
appeal to a mass audience. Many ordinary people would i-
dentify with the hero. They might see themselves as the
same type of persons, and they might imagine themselves as
giving a loved one a similar type of special gift. For these
reasons, “Christmas Day...” is a story that would be found
in certain kinds of popular magazines in North America.
Collier’s magazine, where the story was originally
published, no longer exists, but such stories often appear in
the pages of Readers’ Digest, which has an extremely large
circulation.

The central idea of this story is expressed in the statement
that love alone can waken love. It means that love is always
mutual and always begins with giving. In view of the grow-
ing lack of human warmth partly due to the fierce competi-
tion in modern society, this idea appears all the more impor-
tant. Of course it would be naive to think that love is the an-
swer to all our problems today, and in a world divided by

class raical and national conflicts, universal love is also unre-

alistic.



3) The story contains flashbacks. Draw the students’ attention
to the points where the time setting is shifted.

4) The style of the story is simple and clear. No big words. No
involved sentences. No pompous “purple” passages. This is
the kind of style that inspires a sense of sincerity and
honesty. The students should be encouraged to take this as a
model.

5) To help the students better understand the text, it might be
a good idea to give a little background about Christmas and
the birth of Jesus Christ, and also point out that the story is
written to convey the idea of universal love as advocated by

Christianity.

I . Detailed study of the text
1) help with the milking — help milk the cows
help with — to give a hand in
2) Strange how the habits of his youth clung to him still!

a) The complete form should be: It was strange how. . .
The elliptical form is often used in informal speech or nar-
ration. Other examples:

No wonder he lost his job.
Interesting how she came to know him.
Funny how it all started.

b) Paraphrase: It was strange how up to that moment he
had continued doing things the way he had always done
them from boyhood.

¢) What were the habits of his youth?

3) Yet what was the magic of Christmas now?

a) Is this a question?



4)

5)

6)

7)
8)

This is a negative statement in question form. Another
example:
What’s the use of going there?

b) Paraphrase: Christmas no longer had much attraction
since they were old and there were only the two of them
at home.

His childhood and youth were long past, and his own chil-

dren had grown up and gone.

a} What is meant by “his childhood and youth were long
past”?

It means that he was no longer young.

b) What is the meaning of “gone” here?

It means they had left and had started their own homes.

“It isn’ t worthwhile, perhaps...”

Complete the sentence.

&

‘... perhaps we shouldn’t bother about the celebration.”

“Oh, yes, Alice,...”

Did he agree with his wife? No, he didn’t agree with his

wife. He felt that although their children were not coming,

they should still have a proper Christmas.

To trim — to make neat, even or tidy by cutting

The door to her room was shut because she was a light sleep-

er. Years ago they had decided to use separate rooms. . ..

They had been married so long that nothing could separate

them, actually.

a) A light sleeper — one who wakes easily from sleep (the
opposite is “a heavy” sleeper)

b) “Separate” is pronounced 'separit when used as an adjec-

tive whereas it is pronounced 'sepgreit when used as a

3



verb.
c¢) What is the' meaning of the last sentence?
Although they slept in different rooms, their love for each
other was as strong as ever. The fact that they used dif-
ferent rooms did not affect their relationship.
9) Why did he feel so awake tonight? For it was still night, a
clear and starry night.

a) Why did Rob call it “tonight” since the title is “Christmas

Day in the Morning”?
The reason is given in the second sentence.

b) The sentence beginning with “For” is actually a coordi-
nate clause of reason. It is turned into a sentence to make
it sound like an afterthought.

10) He slipped back in time, as he did so easily nowadays.
a) Explain the meaning of the sentence.
He had recently got into the habit of recalling things in
the past (or of reminiscings or of letting his thoughts go
back to the old days. )
b) Why did he easily slip back in time?
He was old now and old people tend to look backwards
rather than forward because they often feel that they do
not have much to look forward to in the future.
c) What is the function of this sentence?
It introduces a flashback.
11) He was fifteen years old. .. what his father was saying to
his mother.
a) to be on his father’s farm — Note the preposition “on”
when used with the noun “farm”.

b) He had not known it until one day ... — The past per-



fect is used because the state of not knowing had lasted
up to that day. “It” refers to the fact that he loved his
father.
¢) when — on which day “When” here introduces an at-
tributive clause.
d) to overhear — to hear (something spoken) without in-
tention
12) “Mary, I hate to call Rob... I wish I could manage
alone.”
a) I hate to call — I don’t want to call ...} I'm sorry
that I have to call. ..
b) I wish I could manage alone. — This is expressed in
subjunctive mood, indicating he couldn’t.
13) His mother’s voice was brisk. ... It’s time he took his
turn.
a) brisk — quick, sharp and vigorous.
b) It’s time he took his turn.
to take one’s turn — to do one’s share
“Took” is used here to indicate subjunctive mood. No-
tice the pattern “It’s time + verb in the past tense”.
14) He had never thought of it before, taking for granted the
tie of their blood.
He had never thought of the fact that his father loved him
because he took the relationship of father and son as a mat-
ter of course. He had never given this another thought.
15) ... there would be no more loitering in the mornings and
having to be called again.
a) ... (there would be no more loitering) ... — ... he

would never loiter again . . .



b) to loiter — to move or go about business slowly and with
many stops.

16) .. .stumbling blind with sleep and pulled on his clothes

a) the original text runs like this:

. stumbling blind with sleep, his eyes tight shut, but
he got up and pulled on his clothes

b) What is the meaning of “stumbling blind with sleep” ?
When he got up, it was still very dark and he was still
very sleepy. He could hardly open his eyes and could not
see or think clearly so he walked or moved unsteadily
and blindly.

17) How did Rob and the family usually celebrate Christmas?

a) The way they celebrated Christmas revealed their pover-
ty.

b) mince pie — a pie with a filling of mincemeat (a mix-
ture of chopped apple, spices, rasins, etc., and some-
times meat)

18) a ten-cent store — a store where everything is sold cheap,
supposedly no more than ten cents
19) He lay on his side and looked out of his attic window.
to lie on one’s side — | &F K&
to lie on one’s back (stomach) — IR (FEAR)GHE
20) What were the Christmas gifts the Wise Men brought?

... And when they had come into the house, they saw the

young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and

worshipped him; and when they had opened their
treasures, they presented unto him gifts: gold and frankin-
cense (A% ), and myrrh (?5{2’75) .. {Bible)

21) A thought struck him like a silver dagger.



An idea suddenly crossed his mind
The metaphor of a silver dagger is used to suggest the light-
ening speed with which the brilliant idea flashed across his
mind.

22) He laughed to himself as he gazed at the stars.
to laugh to oneself — B H K% (¢f. to laugh at B4 4tk
A)

to gaze — to look intently and steadily (as in wonder)

23) ... he got up and crept downstairs, careful of the creaky
boards. . .
to creep — to move slowly and quietly, especially with

one’ s body close to the ground
creaky boards — the planks which would make harsh,
grating or squeaking sounds, suggesting that the house is
old and the boards are no longer firm.
Why did he have to be careful of the creaky boards?
He had to be careful so that the boards would not make any
noise, and wake up his father thus spoiling his plan.

24) The cows looked at him, sleepy and surprised.
The cows seemed sleepy and surprised to him because it re-
flected his own feelings.

25) But they accepted him placidly and he fetched some hay for
each cow. ..
a) placid — undisturbed, calm
b) to fetch — to go and bring back

26) Two strong streams rushing into the pail, frothing and fra-
grant
a) to froth — to cause to form a whitish mass of bubbles;

to cause to foam



b) fragrant — sweet-smelling
¢) frothing and fragrant — alliteration

27) The task went more easily than he had ever known it to be-
{fore.
After “to”, “go” is left out

28) Milking for once was not a chore.
For the first time milking was not a tedious, unpleasant,
boring task.

29) Put the stool in its place — put the stool back to its original
place

30) Why did Rob put the covers over his head?
He did not want his father to hear his quick breathing and
find out the truth.

31) His dancing heart was ready to jump from his body.
The word “dancing” is used here to suggest that he was
very excited and his heart was beating fast and dancing
with joy.

32) The minutes were endless. . .
The minutes seemed endless, because he was so eager to see
how his father would react to his special gift. The feeling
of the length of time is often connected with one’s
emotion.

33) A queer sobbing sort of a laugh
a strange kind of laugh mixed with sobbing. His father was
so moved that he was choked with emotion.

34) His father was standing beside his bed, feeling for him. ..
to feel — to try to find something by touching} to grope for

35) He found his father and clutched him in a great bug. He

felt his father’s arms go around him.



Words like “found” “felt” indicate that it was dark and
they couldn’ t see each other.
to clutch — to hold tightly
hug — a close, affectionate embrace

36) The words broke from him of their own will.
He was so excited that these words just came out naturally
and automatically. He just poured out his emotion without
thinking.
of one’s own will — by oneself

37) His heart was bursting with love.
His heart was filled/ overflowing with love.

38) Come to think of it. .. (inf.) '
I’ ve never thought about it before, but now :Nhen I think
about it. [ realize that... e.g.
We must hurry. Come to think of it, we only have two
days left.
[ normally write home once every month. Come to think of
it, I should write my mother today.

39) Qutside the window now the stars slowly faded.
Why is the word “now” used here?
It is used here to indicate the switching back of time.

40) Dainty in design — the design showing refined taste

41) Love alone could waken love.
Only love could waken love. Love could not be bought or

forced.
T . Key to vocabulary exercises
2) Point out which are adverbs, which are adjectives and which
can be both:
adv: completely, quickl):, extraordinarily, naturally, ap-
9



proximately, steadily, beautifully.

adj: lovely," friendly, manly, homely, orderly, cowardly,

fatherly, heavenly, scholarly, soldierly, likely.

adv. and adj. : daily, weekly, monthly.

3) Translate the following. Pay special attention to the differ-

4)

10

ent meanings of the prefix “over-":
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Translate the following. Pay special attention to the adjec-

tives which end in the suffix “-y”:
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5) Give related nouns of the following verbs:
agreement decision separation
marriage thinking /thought hate/hatred
grant excitement strike/stroke
laugh/laughter surprise knowledge
preparation breath/breathing satisfaction
occurrence description celebration
solution act/action realization
burst rush

6) Give the opposite of ;
usual — unusual
fortunate — unfortunate
satisfied — unsatisfied /dissatisfied
softly — loudly
able — unable
true — untrue/false
dark — brightlight
fragrant — smelly /stinking

11



steadily — unsteadily /shakily
careful — careless

downstairs — upstairs

wise — foolish /unwise

love — hate/hatred

dawn — dusk

clear — unclear/confused/cloudy
extraordinary — ordinary/common
married — unmarried/single

agree — disagree/refuse

complete — incomplete

completely — partly

dead( attributive) — live/living
dead( predicative) — alive

sleepy — awake/wide awake
asleep — awake/up

like(prep. ) — unlike

like( verb) — dislike

front door — back door

the next day — the previous night
pull off — pull on

forever — for the moment/for the time being/temporarily

put out the light — put on the light/turn on the light

7) Put in possible verbs that'form idioms with the nouns:

12

to raise, milk (a cow);

to plant, cut, fell, trim (a tree);

to form, have, develop, change, drop, break (a habit);
to take, wait (his turn);

to take (for granted);



