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Nﬁ’g Under the Moon

ive hundred kilometres over Europe, Ship OM—45 moved
F north. In a toom at the back of the ship, Kiah watched
the numbers on the computer in {ront of him.

*Time for dinner,’ Rilla said.

The numbers changed quickly and Kiah’s eyes didn’t move.
Rilla went across the room to his table. She began to watch
the numbers, too.

‘What's wrong with the satellite?” she asked. She was 2
beautiful girl,about twenty years old, with long black hair and
big eyes.

‘Nothing’s wrong with the satellite,’ Kiah answered quiet-
ly. “It’s the AOL.’ He began to write the numbers in the
book on his table.

Suddenly, the numbers stopped changing. Kiah looked at
Rilla. ‘Over Europe,’ he said. ‘It’s happening. The AOL is
breaking up. There are big holes in the AOL and they're get-
ting bigger.’

‘You're right! Shall we see Captain Seru now, before din-
ner?’

Kiah stood up. He was nearly two metres tall, with dark
eyes and hair. ‘Yes, come on,’ he said.

Quickly, they went to Captain Seru’s room. They waited at

the door.
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‘w Under the Moon

‘Come in!’ Captain Seru called. She was a little woman
with a fat face. ‘Come in! Would you like a drink?’

*No, thank you,’ Kiah answered. ‘1'd like you to look at
these numbers. ’ Kiah gave Captain Seru his book.

Captain Seru looked at the numbers. Suddenly, her face
changed. ‘No,no,’ she said. ‘1 don’t want to talk. It’s late
and I'm tired. Sit down and have a drink.’

Kiah and Rilla sat down. There was a big window in Cap-
tain Seru’s room. Kiah locked out of the window at the dark
sky. He saw the Moon. It was cold and white in the dark sky.

‘Captain Seru,’ he began. ‘It"s important. Look at those
numbers carefully. The AOL is beginning to—"

‘Stop!’ Captain Seru stood up and put her hands in her
pockets. She went to the window and looked at the sky.

‘Three hundred years ago, Earth nearly died,’ Rilla said.
‘Earth stopped dying because of the AOL. But now, over Eu-
rope, the AOL is breaking up. We would like you to talk to
Earth Commander. ’

Captain Seru did not move. ‘Do you remember Adai?’ she
asked. She didn’t wait for an answer. ‘1 was on his ship, two
years ago. One evening, the satellite gave us interesting num-
bers about the AOL. We went back to Earth and saw Earth
Commander. ’ Captain Seru stopped speaking.

Rilla looked at Kiah. ‘And then?’ she asked Captain Seru.

‘Gog was angry, very angry,’ Captain Seru said. ‘In the

end, he sent Adai to the Moon. Adai’s there now, Comman-

4
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der of the Moon colony,under the Moon. '

Kiah waited for a second or two. ‘I know about Adai. But
we need to talk to Earth Commander again. These numbers
are worse. ~

Captain Seru's face went red. ‘You don't understand. I'm
not going to talk 1o Gog. lLast time, he sent me to a weather
ship in the Antarctic! This i my first Ship for two years!’
And Captain Seru began drinking.

Kiah stood up. ‘ Thank you, Captain Seru.’

Captain Seru said nothing.

Kiah and Rilla left the room,and walked slowly downstairs.
The Ship was dark and quiet. It was eight o’clock and every-
body was at dinner.

‘What are we going to do next?’ Rilla asked.

‘I need to talk to Adai, "' Kiah said.

‘OK,talk to Adai. But he's far away on the Moon colony, ’
Rilla said. ‘Let’s visit Commander Zadak.’

‘Zadak? Commander of Australia? He’s famous!’

‘Yes. He’s my father’s friend. He worked with my father
in Brazil ten years ago. Perhaps he can help us.’

Kiah smiled. ‘Good! We return to Earth next week. I can
phone Adai from Kisangani and then we can go to Australia.

But now, I'm hungry! Let’s get some dinner.’
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2
Visit to Australia

n Friday, after three weeks in space, Kiah and Rilla
fintshed work and left Ship OM-45 on a space plane

1o Kisangani. Kiah phoned Adal and Rilla phoned Commander
Zadak i Australia. The nexi morning they 1ook an acroplane
to Sydney. A taxi took rthem from the airport 1o Commander
Zadak s office, some kilometres north of Svdney.

*Wait for us here,” Kiah said to the taxi driver.

Kiah and Rilla walked to the gate. About ten guards stood
in front of the gate. Across the road, a train waited.

"Rilla, OM-45,7 Rilla said. " To see Commander Zadak at
four-thirty.’

‘Let me call the Commander's office.” the guard said.

Kiah and Rilla waited. It was hot and Kiah began to fecl
thirsty.

The guard came back. ‘I'm sorry,’ he said. “ The Com-
mander can't see you. |

‘But I talked 1o the Commander yesterday,’ Rilla said.
‘He wanted 1o see us at four-thiry.’

‘The Commander is leaving on the train in three minutes,
the guard said.

“Can we wait and see him here?’ Kiah asked.

“No!' the guard shouted. “Ger out of here!”

Kiah and Rilla walked back to the taxi.
8
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‘Where’s the driver?’ Kiah asked.

‘Look! .M¢’s sitting under that tree,’ Rilla said.

Just then,Commander Zadak came out of the gate. He was a
very tall,h:gman with blue eyes and a lot of white hair. Two
guards‘ marched iix front of him,and two guards marched be-
hind him. They all carried guns.

‘There he is!’ Rilla cried. ‘Commander!’ And she began
to run along the road to him.

‘Commander Zadak did not stop. A guard opened the door
of the train and the Commander got in. Slowly, the train be-
gan to move. '

Kiah ran to the taxi and jumped in. Then he drove the taxi
fast down the road. The taxi driver saw him and ran after
him. The train began to move faster. Suddenly, Kiah drove
the taxi off the road. He drove in front of the train and
stopped.

The train came nearer. And then the train stopped, very
near the taxi, and some guards jumped off. Kiah opened the
door and got out of the taxi.

‘Put up your hands!’ the guards shouted.

Two of the guards began to hit Kiah.

‘Stop that!’ someone shouted. ‘Bring him over here!’ It
was Commander Zadak.

Kiah stood in front of the Commander. Just then, Rilla ar-
rived.

‘Oh, it’s you!’ Commander Zadak said. He did not smile.

10
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‘Rilla. your father’s going to be angry.’

*We want to talk to you, Commander,’ Rilla said. “It's
very important.

‘Very well. I'm listening.’

Kiah began to talk. ‘Two years ago, Adai told you about
the holes in the AOL. Now thev're worse. The AOL is break-
ing up over Europe. Please look at these numbers and this
satellite picture.’

He gave his book tc Commander Zadak and the Commander
looked at the numbers.

“It’s important, Commander,  Kiah said. ‘' In ten years
Earth is going to die.’

*You stopped my train because of this?’ Commander Zadak
asked. " Two years ago Adai talked to me about the AOL.
Then he talked to Earth Commander, and what happened?
Where is Adai now? Is the Moon colony helping the AOL?’

‘We know about Adai, Commander,’ Rilla said. ‘But
someone needs to talk to Earth Commander again.’

‘I'm going to talk to Gog about rain, I can tell you thar.
Earth needs rain: there was no rain last winter. Half of Aus-
tralia has no water and my trees here are dying. Without rain,
many people are going 1o die. Is Gog going to understand
that? 1 don’t know!’

Commander Zadak began to walk back to his train. *Move
that taxi!’ he called to his guards.

Some guards moved the taxi back to the road and then they

12
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jumped on to the train again. The train began to move.

‘OK,’ the taxi driver shouted. ‘What are vou going to do
next? Drive my taxi into the river?’

Kiah smiled. He took some money from his pocket and gave
it to the taxi driver.

The taxi driver looked at the money. *OK, OK,  he said.
‘Where now” Back to the airport?’

Kiah took Rilla’s hand, ‘Yes,  he said. ‘Let’s get back to

Kisangani. We can phone Adai again tomorrow. ’
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