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PREFACE

With the rapid development of medical science, surgery has been subdivided into many
independent specialities, such as neurosurgery, cardiac surgery, vascular surgery., endocrine
surgery, surgical oncology, etc. In consequence of the trend of specialization, general surgery
itself is becoming a speciality, Although abdominal surgery remains the main component of
general surgery, more and more subspecialities have been created, as the result of the devel-
opment of mordern technology, such as hepatobiliary surgery, colorectal surgery. gastroin-
testinal surgery, etc. .At the same time, many fundamental concepts on the pathogenesis of
diseases have been recrystalized and many traditional clinical practices in abdominal surgery
have been revolutionized in the recent years, For example, liver., the largest solid organ in
the body with abundant blood supply and complicated by its particular anatomical site at the
crucial point of the meeting of portal and systemic circulation,has long been considered as the
“forbiden area” of surgical operations ,However,as the result of the efforts that unraveled the
inner structures of liver in the middle of this centry, hepatic surgery has progressed very
rapidly. Hepatectomy is now an effective and safe procedure in the treatment of hepatic tu-
mors and has achieved encouraging results in the surgical treatment of primary hepatic carci-
noma. Furthermore, since the first total cholecystectomy was successfully performed 100
years ago, which was marked as the beginning of mordern biliary surgery, remarkable ad-
vances were noted only in the recent ten to twenty years. The appearance of disolution thera-
py of gallstone, endoscopic surgery, extracorporal lithotripsy and laparoscopic cholecystec-
tomy contributed to the changing concepts of surgical management of biliary diseases. New
modalities on surgical treatment of intrahepatic lithiasis rendered operations on the deep —
sited intrahepatic stones more feasible, As to the pancreas.although it is still the “mysterious
organ” inside the abdomen, important contributions on the surgical treatment of insulinoma
have been made by Chinese medical workers.

Because of the rapid development of basic medical science and clinical practice in abdomi-
nal surgery. it is impossible to detail many important topics in the classical surgical text
books, Therefore. a more comprehensive treatise on those subjects is urgently needed.
MORDERN ABDOMIN AL SURGERY aims to fill this gap, and is edited with special em-

phvsizes on those rapidly advancing topics. such as gastric surgery . hepatic surgery, biliary



surgery, pancreatic surgery, splenic surgery and surgery of the hepatic and portal veins. Con-
tributors of this book are experts well accomplished in these fields from many institutes.
Throughout the book due attention is paid to the close relationship of basic science and the
clinical practice of surgery. We hope that this book would be valuable in the continuing edu-

cation of young postgraduates as well as those senior surgeons.

2. 8 fuast

Professor of surgery
General Hospital of P. L. A.
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