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 UNIT 1
Against the Odds

STORY 1 HOW A POWER DRILL SAVED A LIFE
— BRI TR T — R

STORY 2 HE’S ALIVE!
iR iEE

Let’s Get Ready

A . You are going to read two stories about miraculous survivals—
one in which human intervention saved a life and one in which fate
and fast thinking saved a life . Both took place in remote areas . Dis-
cuss the following questions in groups .

1. What parts of the world are dangerous?

2.Why are these places dangerous?

3.How can people protect themselves in these places?

4.Do you think people generally are responsible for what happens to
them?

5.Do you know anyone who was “born lucky”? Explain.

6.Did anything lucky ever happen to you? What happened?

B.Look at the list of places below . Discuss two dangers you would
associate with each place .

«Central Park in - hiking trails in -ski slopes in the Alps
New York City New Hampshire  .underground mines

- the Arctic - tropical jungles - construction sites



Before You Read

land

rooms
emergency
surgery
Rortherm-
remote
city

clinic
plane
people

Complete the paragraphs using the words listed .
The Arctic is around the North Pole. It is the most(1)

northem _ part of the earth, and it is very(2)

The native (3) are called Inuit. Puvirnituq is a small

village in the Arctic. There are doctors in Puvirnituq, but they

work at asmall (4)_ without operating (5)

When someone needs (6) , they fly to a big (7)
hospital in Montreal or Toronto. To reach the Arc-

tic, people travel by (8) . But sometimes the weather is

bad, and planes can’t (9) . In a medical (10)

, there can be problems.

AMAZING STORIES TO TELL AND RETELL 3
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Dr. Andrusiak consulted® his
colleague, Dr. David Miller, and
they decided to call surgeons at the
Montreal General Hospital for ad-
vice. The Montreal surgeons con-
f\i\llrp&dg that the problem was ur-
gent and said Larouche should be
transferred'® to Montreal for imme-
diate surgery.But the Arctic village
was twelve hundred miles away,
and it was completely fogged in.!!
No plane could land that night.

Dr. Andrusiak knew that the
situation was critical.’® If they
couldn’t stop the pressure building
in_Larouche’s brain,* the patient
would stop breathing. Dr. Andru-
siak turned to Dr. Miller, and they
made a quick decision. They would
have to operate, “We're family doc-
tors—brain surgery isn’t part of
our experience,” Dr. Miller ex-
plained later. “But this was a life
and death situation. We knew we
had to do something. Larouche had
only a few minutes left.”

The clinic didn’t have a real op-
erating room, so they put up cur-

TR
1. power drill

tains around the patient. They

dj@g’t have the specialized equip-

ment available in larger city hospi-
tals either.! The doctors checked a

medical textbook. Then, with the
help of a small nursing team, they
began to operate. Dr. Andrusiak
took the power drill and carefully
made a hole in the patient’s skull to
relieve the pressure. Blood rushed

out and then kept pulsing and gush-

ing.'®So large was the collection of

blood that, to get it all out, a bigger
hole had to be made in the skull.'?

Dr. Andrusiak pulled off pieces of
bone that the rock had broken and
cleaned out the inside of the skull.
After wrapping a bandage around
the huge hole in Luc’s head, he and
two nurses put Luc onto a small
plane and took off into the fog. By
the time they landed,Luc was wak-
ing up.

Today Luc Larouche is playing
piano and feeling as well as ever,
thanks to the quick thinking of a
handful of people in the Canadian
far North.

BB
2.The day Dr. Roman Andrusiak hurried into a repair shop to borrow a power

JRK Dr. Andrusiak & # —FK 415
the day = that day when. . .

drill, it wasn’t to fix something in his house.

T O E R BRI 2R,
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3.just in case ARG 7 —

4. turn out ZERGE) U ()

5. facility [fa'siliti/ n. (EAE facilities ) IX 4% , %
6.surgeon  /'sordzen/ n. A EHE I

7.surgery  ['sodzori/ n. IMEFFEAR

8. consult [kon'salt/ T U s ARREE HE
9.confirm  /kon'foim/ ot . UESE, BA

10. transfer  [treens'fo:/ u . R

11....and it was completely fogged in BREWE A GEEA
fog in  {ERHTE FTBH A RENIAT

12.critical ~ ['kritikol/ a. REN,fEEK

13.1f they couldn’t stop the pressure building in Larouche’s brain. . . {05 fth{]
ARl 1E Larouche FAIRK FE & A3+

14. They didn’t have the specialized equipment available in larger city hospitals
either. fifi Tt B K —Se i3 i B B Tl I % il &

15. .. .and then kept pulsing and gushing ARG AW HLE ST

16. So large was the collection of blood that, to get it all out,a bigger hole had o

be made in the skull. BRiKE, ZFE2HHEEAE LS EEEIERY
flo
B A s so 5 %18 large BTEA)E , BB,

X
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