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Foreward

Manual and Dialogues on the College of Agriculture of the Uni-
versity of Minnesota is largely a compilation of information from
catalogues and brochures that the University of Minnesota publi-
shes for its students and prospective students. The book includes
mformation about graduate and undergraduate education taken
from the graduate school catalogue, various college catalogues,
and a number of departmental brochures, as well as information about
the Agricultural Experiment Station and Extension Service. The
information is up-to-date and complete. It is supplemented by dialo-
gues that are intended to provide the reader with a sense of how in-
formation of this type might sound in conversational English.

Manual and Dialogues is primarily a reference book designed
for students in Chinese agricultural universities and others who are
planning to study agriculture at universities in the United States.
But Chinese scholars studying education might also find the book
useful as a source of information on how agricultural education is
organized at a typical American land-grant university. Students
of agricultural technical English also might use the book for extensive
or intensive reading,for it is a rich source of technical vocabulary re-
lated to the agricultural sciences. Finally, the dialogues can serve
as the basis for classroom practice in conversational English,

Manual and Dialogues is primarily the work of Tao Yaotsun.
While a visiting scholar at the University of Minnesota in the Depart-
ment of Rhetoric, Professor Tao gathered information from many
sources. He also talked with faculty members and students in nu-
merous departments of the University of Minnesota and composed
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the dialogues based on these conversations. My role and my plea-
sure was to edit the dialogues my good friend Professor Tao com-
posed to assure that they conformed to idiomatic conversational
English.

Arthur E. Walzer
Associate Professor
University of Minnesota
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UNIT ONE

TEXT: UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

The University of Minnesota! is one of the most famous uni-
versities® in the United States. It is located in® the Twin Cities*—
Minneapolis and St. Paul — in the state of Minnesota., The Uni-
versity enrolls more than 55,000 full-time students® on its five cam-
puses. It was founded® in 1851. In 1869, the University had 9
faculty members? and 18 students. Two students were graduated?®
at the University’s first commencement® in 1873. Since then!®,
more than 350,000 students have received University of Minnesota
degrees,!' while'? the University has grown to national prominence!?
as a center for scholarship, research, and service —a true university
of the twentieth century.

DIALOGUE 1: TWIN CITIES CAMPUS*

Visitor: Is the University of Minnesota big?

Mr. Smith: There’s no doubt!® about it; the University is big.
In fact, its Twin Cities Campus has the highest enroll-
ment'® in the country.

Visitor: How big is it?

Mr. Smith: It covers!” more than one thousand acres, shared

) between campuses in Minneapolis and St. Paul®
which provide ample space for more than 46,000 stu-
dents who attend day school classes each quarter.’®

‘Visitor; How many parts does the Twin Cities Campus include?

« 1 .



Nir. Smith:

Visitor:

Mr. Smith:

Visitor:

Mr. Smith:

Visitor:

Mr. Smith:

Visitor:
Mr., Smith:

It’s separated into®® two distinct®® geographical re-
gions, each with its own special character.

Where's the Minneapolis Campus?

It’s located just east of downtown?*: Minneapolis.
The campus is divided by the Mississippi River?® into
two sections — the East Bank?' and the West Bank.
How many colleges are housed on the Minneapolis
Campus?

Thirteen of the eighteen Twin Cities Campus Colleges
are on it,

How far is the St. Paul Campus from the Minnea-
polis Campus?

It’s about three miles northeast :of the Minneapotlis
Campus. Alongside** a quiet residential area,®® the
St. Paul Campus seems almost ruzal.

What colleges are located on the St. Paul Campus?
The Colleges of Agriculture, Forestry,” Home Econo-
mics,? Biological Sciences,?® and Veterinary Medi-
cine.®?

DIALOGUE 2: COLLEGES AND MAJORS*

Visitor:

Mr. Smith:

Visitor:
Mr. Smith:

Are the colleges the same in their admission require--
ments and procedures,®® curriculum,®® and degree
requirements 734

No, they aren’t. Some admit®s first-year students;
others admit only students who have already compl-
eted some preparatory college-level work.®s

What colleges admit freshmen?37

Colleges of Agriculture, Forestry, Home Economics,.
Liberal Arts,®® Institute of Technology,®® and so
on,* admit freshmen,



Visitor:

Mr. Smith:

Visitor:

Mr. Smith:

Visitor:

Mr. Smith:

Visitor:

Mr. Smith:

Visitor:

Mr. Smith:

Visitor:

Mr. Smith:

Visitor:

Mr. Smith:

How about transfer colleges?#

They are College of Biological Sciences, School of
Dentistry,** College of Education, Graduate School,**
Law School,** School of Management,* Medical
School,? School of Nursing,?” Coliege of Pharmacy,'®
and College of Ve?erinary Medicine.

What do you mean by the word“major”?
Students enrolled in the colleges I mentioned above
concentrate their studies in a particular area*® of spe-
cialization called a major.

Is a major available only in one college?

No, some majors are available in more than one col-
lege. Double majors®® are also possible, Many new
freshmen are “‘undecided.”

What does ‘‘undecided” stand for?

They haven’t decided on a major when they first en-
roll.

When will they make a decision?:

Most will make a decision sometime during their
sophomore year,5? after taking advantage of*? their
“undecided” time to sample possibilities® and consult
faculty and advisers®® for help.

Are students free to change majors?

Yes, students who change their minds®® are free to
change majors.

How many undergraduate majors are offered on the:
Twin Cities Campus?

Oh, many; about 170, in fact.
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UNIT TWO

TEXT: THE GRADUATE SCHOOL

The graduate School offers 181 master’s and doctoral degree
programs! covering virtually every area of academic inquiry?. The
breadth of program offerings provides graduate students?® with mul-
tiple opportunities for interdisciplinary study.*

Research Opportunities®

The University of Minnesota is one of the nation’s oufstanding
research institutions., The University’s Twin Cities Libraries, with
a collection® of more than 4 million catalogued volumes, rank 13th:
in size among American universities. The Graduate School fellow--
ship” and research support programs® distribute more than ¢ 3.5
million amnually to students and faculty. In terms of? federal re-
search money, the University ranks in the top 10 among public and
private institutions.

Tuition'?

For the 1984-85 academic year, tuition for full-time enroilment
(7-15 credits') is ¢ 720 for residents'? and ¢ 1,440 for nonresi-
dents.?® Per-credit rates for enrollment below 7 credits or above 15
credits vary. The quarterly student service fee is § 84.11.

Financial Aid

Graduate assistantships,!* fellowships, and loans® are the
primary sources of support for graduate study. Application for
assistantships and the limited number of fellowships available to
entering graduate students should be made through your graduate
program office.!s

6 .



Residency
Students who have established a permanent home in Minnesota

for at least one calendar year'” before the first day of class attendance
are generally eligible to pay resident tuition rates.!®

“Students registered in the Graduate School who hold appoint-
ments'® as teaching assistants, research assistants, and administra-
tive fellows?? at 259 time or more pay resident tuition rates.

Application Procedures

All prospective Graduate School students use the Graduate
School application form. The Graduate School requires submis-:
sion of the application form, official copies of transcripts of pre-
vious academic study, and an application fee; refer to the application:
form {or any additional Graduate School requirements.?! You should
also consult the director of graduate studies in your proposed major
field®? for special program requirements such as letters of recommen-
datiom, statement of purpose, or Graduate Record Examination
(GRE)*® scores. The Test of English as a Foreign Language(TOEFL)-
is required of every international student whose native language
is not English and who has not completed an academic year in resi-
dence as a full-time student at a recognized institution of higher lear--
ning in the United States.

Prospective students should apply for admission well in advance.
of?* the term in which they wish to enter the Graduate School.

Admission Criteria

Applicants for admission must have a bachelor’s degree®® or
its foreign equivalent from a recognized college or university. Appli-
cants should have the necessary background in the major field,?® an
excellent scholastic record® and appropriate professional qualifica-
tions,?8

Calendar

The University operates on a quarter system consisting of fall,.
winter and spring quarters and two five-week summer terms. Fall

e 7 »



