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About the Author

Fenry George Wells did not appear to have
much chance for success in life. Born in 1866 in
Bromley, Kent, England, to a rather poor fami-
ly, he was not given a very good early education.

To give him a chance to earr. a modest liv-
ing, his parents apprenticed him {irst to a cloth
maker and then to a pharmacist. But the boy
found toth jobs boring and ran away.

Young Wells had always read a lot on his
own, and he was able to get a job as a teacher’s
aid. At this point, he was encouraged to take a
special exam, and he won a scholarship to the
Royal College of Science, where he studied biolo-
gy. In 1888, Wells graduated with first-class
honors {rom the University of London.

H. G. Wells had always been interested in
science fiction, and when he began writing it
himself, he tried to include in some of his works
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his political ideas for the perfect society of the fu-
ture. In The Time Machine. Wells's Time
Traveler seeks that ideal civilization.

Sesides this, Wells added other imaginative
touches which, in 1895, were unheard of. For
example, the idea of time as the fourth dimen-
sion ¢fter length, width, and depth was not dis-
cussed or accepted in the scientific world until
1905. when Albert Einstein published his paper
on the relativity of time.

Even more startling, in A World Set Free
in 1954, Wells described atomic bombs. These
were not used until World War I1 in 1945.

H. G. Wells died in 1946, leaving behind
such successful non-fiction works as The Qutline
of History and The Science of Life. But it was
through his great science fiction works and the
movies made from them that H. G. Wells will
always be best remembered: The Time Ma-
chine, The Island of Dr. Moreau, The Invisible
Man , and The War of the Worlds .
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Chapter 1

A Strange Disappearance

P S

“Good Heavens, man!” gasped' Filby.
“What has happened to you?”

Standing in the doorway to his dining room,
bruised” and disheveled®. the young scientist
wore the look of one who had just been through
unspeakable horror. He just stood there, silently
shaking his head.

The other men seated around the table ec-
hoed" Filby's amazement® at the appearance of
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4. ['ekou] v. BRI, S5 HF 5. [o'meizmont] . KR IR



A #/ ’\ . ( VK¢ &E o
N il
N
;; AN 1 <
oo 1l
AT
L &
. \\\ f e
2
——, B ’\
>~ .
-
T
) o
\—'\/\ -

“What Has Happened to You?”
TREAT?”



