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Abstract

Southwest China is a natural museum of the ethnic minor-
ities in which there are many ethnic minorities with different
styles and features, and many varied and complicated societies,
and to which scholars from abroad and home give much atten-
tion. The author proceeds from actual conditions, breaks
through some old theories, and for the first time probes sys-
tematically and deeply into the societies of the ethnic minorities
in Southwest China, thus puts forward some brand—new
points.

In the author’s opinion, every society lies at the certain
point on the coordinate, and always changes vertically and hor-
izontally without a stop. From this point of view, the author
puts forward a theory to combine the social formation with the
economic and cultural type. In this book, the author selects
seventeen ethnic minorities, gives each of them a detailed in-
troduction separately in the three parts. The reader can have a
general view of all kinds of social development of the ethnic
minorities in Southwest China.
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