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1. The Fisherman and His Wife

A long long time ago, an old fisherman lived with
his wife by the sea, They lived in a broken boat,

One day the fisherman caught a beautiful fish, He
was surprised to hear the fish speaking to him when
he came to put it into his basket,

“Please let me go, Old Fisherman,” said the fish,
“If you let me go, 1’1l give yon anything that you
want, ?

The old fisherman took the fish back into the
water, for he was a kind-hearted man, Before the fish
swam away, the old man said to it, “I’d love to have
a new house that my wife and I can live in,6”

“Go back then, Your wife is already in the new
house,” said the fish ,Then it disappeared into the great
sea,

When the fisherman got home, he saw his wife
standing outside a beautiful new house with a small
garden beside it, They were happy there for a few

weeks,until one day the wife said to the husband,“This
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house isn’t big cnough for us now.Go down to the little

fish and ask him jor a bigger one,” !

“That’s not right,” said the fisherman,k “He has al-
ready given us this new house, 1 can’t ask him for
more 7

“Right or not, you must go and ask him,” shouted
his wife, “Or there’!! be no dinner for you tonight,”

So off the fisherman went,? unhappily, When he
came down to the sca he called the fish and told him
what his wife had said and what she wanted,

“Go home then, ” said the fish, “She is already in
it,

When the fisherman got home, he found his new
house had become a grand building, with trees sur-
rounding it.®> In the front there was a large garden
covered with green grass.' His greedy wife was having
tea in a fine big hall, Several servants were attending
to her,

“Isn’t it a nice building? ” the fisherman said to
his wife, “We’ll be happy with this all our lives,”

But the next morning, when the old fisherman was
still in bed, his wife came up to him and said, “Get
up, you lazy thing, Go and teil the fish that 1 want
to be Quecn of this land,?”

“But I’ve asked him for enough already,” said the

fisherman,“l can’t ask him for any more, ” By now the



old man was a little unhappy about his greedy wife,

But bis wife wouldn’t hear any of it, She made
him go down to thc sea and call the fish again,

“What does she want now¢ ” asked the fish,

“She wants to be Queen,” replied the fisherman,
“And she will give me no peace until she gets her
way.” °

“Go back then,” said the fish, “She is Queen
already,”

When the fisherman got back, he found himself in
front of a grand palace.® The glass windows of the
palace were shining in the bright sunlight, He entered
it and saw his wife sitting in a golden chair, There
were groups of servants around her, She was Queen
already,

But the fisherman did not have peace for long,

The very next morning’ the wife came up to the
fisherman and asked him to go to the fish again,

“l want to be an empress,” the greedy old woman
told her husband, who really was very very unhappy
now,
“No,” he replied, “The fish has given us so much
already, He’ll never give us anything more,?”

“You must,” cried the wife in a sharp voice.T here
was also a hard look on her face.® “I’m Queen of

the land, I order you to go, If you don’t, ['II have
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your head cut off. 7 °

So once again the fisherman camec down to the sea,
and once again he called the little fish, He had to.!°
“What does she want nowg ¥ asked the fish,
“The greedy woman wants to be an empress,” the old
man told the fish in an unhappy tone,

“Then go back to your broken boat,” said the fish,
“And tell your greedy wife that she has asked for too
much,” With these words, the fish disappeared under
the big waves and never came up again,

And in that broken boat the fisherman still lives
with his greedy wife to this very day. !

Questions for Oral Practice

What is this story aboutg

2, Where did the old fisherman and his wife
live

3, What did the fisherman catch one dayy Why

was he surprised when he came to put the fish into

his basket?

What did the little fish say to the fishermang

Did the fisherman ask the fish for anythingy

Was his wife happy to live in the new house?

What did his wife ask him to do a few wecks

latery
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11,
12,

What did the woman want to be after the fish
gave them a grand building to live inp

What did she tell her husband the very next
morning after she became Queen of the land?g

Was the fisherman happy when he heard thatg
What did he say to the womang

Did the greedy woman become an empress in

the end?

18, What happened to them in the endg
Word List

attend to (o'tend to) v,i,  BHMH, R
broken (’brouken) adj. WEIA/
dinner ('dine) n, EE, &
empress ("empris) n, }/Cé
fisherman (’fifsmon) n, P S
golden (‘goulden) adj,  &ffilly, &€
grand (gr&nd) adj, BRHE, HMAN
greedy (‘grizdi) adj. WM, ARERH
husband (’hazbond} n, xR
land (dzend) n, 1, HR
peace (pi:s) n, @7y, Mg

give me no pcace AFilHET
queen (kwitn) n, BN
sharp (fa:p) adj, piEN, ™t

a sharp look FEWBRE



ton

e (toun) n. P, R

wave (welv) n. Pk, WE

Notes

ask him for a bigger onc; [{hEE—FKEMNET.
askeee for Ji] (GEA) B (FEiy), one ZfiH, HALAH
kI yhouse I BE G EH A

off the fisherman went, Rz BHHET, off ZIKiE,
BERWI T, AT RGRAD), BIEEREE, XHELEN T FL
HIAE e P IR L.

with trees surrounding it, BE¥EABE GG LR,
covered with green grass, #FEInp, covered withjd
“j} ...... m%%” E"Jﬁt%‘w

5. she will give me no peace until she gets her way,

10,
11,

WHZRBAE L, RRAIEREZT,

he found himself in front of a grand palace;, 'k
B CATE— R N LR R T

The very next morning, BMEE KRR, very®H 5
the, this;£J1, MiRiGS, ML FHE",“EL" “BE".
There was also a hard look on her face, Mt €ath
137N

I’ll have your head cut off, FEEIL{RA L H have
8.g. dome, BLIASERELM:HE,

He had to, (A1 XL .24y EHe had to do so,
to this very day, HHm4 ., veryG: 7 thifgvery ik
.
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2. The Ugly Duckling

Once upon a time there was a young mother duck
who lived by a small river, She had her home there
and was now sitting on some eggs, She had been sitting
on them for some time, At last the eggs cracked open
one after another.! Out came the little ducklings,
“Pip, pip,” they all cried and looked about them at
the great world, But one egg which was bigger than
the others was still lying there,

“Dear mey How long will this lasty I’m very tired,”
said the mother duck,

An old duck came over to see the young mother
duck, “How are you getting on?” asked the old duck,

“Oh, I’m so tired,” said the mother duck, “But a
big egg still lies there, I don’t know how long it will
last, ”?

“Let me see it,” said the old duck,She then took a
look at the big egg and said;“I see It must be a turkey’s
egg, Leave it and teach your ducklings to swim 7

“I think I’1l1 sit a little longer, I have sat on it for
a long time, I’d better wait till it is hatched ”

“Very well,” said the old duck, “Do as you like,”
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At last the big egg broke and out jumped the little
one, It was big a d strong, and not at all like any of
his brothers and sisters.? “He is ugly,” the young
mother duck thought to herself,

Early the next morning, the mother duck took her
family to the river, One duckling after another jumped
into the river and swam around, “How well my chil-
dren swim)” said the mother duck happily, “Even the
ugly one swims well, He can’t be a turkey after
all,”3

When other birds saw them, they came over to
speak to the mother duck,

“Your children are pretty,” said some ducks, “But
this one looks ugly ”

“He is a good duckling,” said the mother duck
proudly, “He swims the best of all the others,”*

But the ducks, geese and even hens didn’t like
him, They all flew over and pecked at the poor ugly
duckling, And his brothers and sisters, too, began to
tease him,

“Leave my child alone,” said the angry mother
duck, “He is doing no harm!”3

But all the birds continued to peck at him and
make fun of him gs soon as the mother duck turned

her back.®
As time went on things got worse and worse for
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the ugly duckling, At last he could no longer stand it,
One dark night he stole away from home and left his
dear mother, He ran along the road as fast as he
could, “I’m so ugly that no one would like me to stay,
I'll go and find a place to live by muyself,”? thought
the ugly duckling as he ran on faster and faster,

By and by he came to a little hut in which there lived
an old woman with a cat and a hen, When the duckling
came in, the hen and the cat began to laugh at him,

“Can you lay eggsy” asked the hen,

“No,” replied the duckling,

“Can you catch mice at nightp” asked the cat,

“No, neither can I do that,” said the tittle duckling
sadly,

“Well then,” said the cat and the hen, “Sit in the
corner and don’t talk, You are good for nothing.”®
And again they laughed at the duckling,

How could the little duckling sit silently in the
corner? He was fond of sunshine and fresh air outside,
He wanted very much to swim, too, “I’ll go out into
the world again,” he made up his mind, When the old
woman, the cat and the hen were all asleep, the ugly
duckling quietly went out of the hut and left,

But he always felt lonely, All the animals passed
him by because he was so ugly.® ¢I’!l fly away from
here,” said the ugly duckling and he did, He flew and
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flew, for his wings were growing stronger,

Summer came and went, It was now late autumn,
It was getting colder day by day, One afternoon
there wasn't a bit of cloud in the clear blue sky.!?
The ugly duckling was walking around alone in the
afterlight of the seiting sun, He chanced to look up
and saw many beautiful white birds flying to the
south.!! They were flying high up in the sky, The
ugly duckling did not know these birds, but he liked
them very much and wanted to fly away = with them,
But he was afraid that his wings were not strong
enough to carry him,“Moreover,”he thought, “they will
not want me, for I’m an ugly bird, ”

When winter came the ugly duckling had a hard
time, He was cold and hungry, and could not find a
friend to talk to,!2

Then after the winter came the spring, The sun
rose and began to shine, The ice on the lakes and
rivers was melting, The trees and grass were turning
green, There were little flowers here and there all
over the country, The ugly duckling was happy and
gay, for he could fly and swim again, But still he
was lonely,

One day, he came upon a big lake when he was
flying high in the sky, “I’ll stay here,” he decided

and came down to swim in the water, Suddenly he saw
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some white birds swimming around on the lake, “I’ll
go over to them, cven if they kill me,” thought the
duckling, “It’s better to die than to live alone,”!3
The white birds were all swans, When they saw the
ugly duckling, they swam over to meet him,

“Now kill me,” said the duckling, As he said so
he hung his head close to the water, And to his great
surprise,'* he saw in the water that he was all
white, !9 like all the other birds around, He was no
longer an ugly grey bird,'!® He was a handsome white
swan, one of the most beautiful birds on the lake,

He stayed with the other swans happily ever after,
And ducks, geese and all the other birds were very
careful when they spoke to him, for swans are the

kings on the rivers,

Questions for Oral Practice

1, Where did the young mother duck have her home?.

2, She was sitting on some eggs, wasn#zhsy

3. What was the duckling like wnenxtne DIg® egg
was hatcheds

4, What did the nother duck do mnen alye tne eggs
were hatched?

5. Did the other birds like the ugly Nuckl¥ng?

6. Why did the ugly duckling run awagy ffom
home? :
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How did he feel when he was away from homey

8 . What did he see in the sky one autumn after-
noon?

9. Did he want to fly away with the white birdse

10, Why didn’t he go away with themy

11, Did he live happily during the winter?

12, What did he see on a big lake one spring day?

13, Was he afraid that the white birds would kill
-him? Why not?

14, How did the ugly duckling find out that he was

a handsome white swan, too?

Word List
after all £R, &5
afterlight Cla:ftolait) n,  £ME
alone (a’loun) adj. By, MEM
animal ('Znimoel) n, Bhdly
asleep Cos'lizp) adj. FE &
to be asleep WEET
chance (tfa:ns) v,i, ®Y5, BRRE
chance to do s g, {HAAMIIH
crack tkrek) v,i, HIF
duck (dak) n, ]
duckling C’daklin) n, /NS
fond tfond) adj. HE, RIF

to be fond of sunshine HBRIK



