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PREFACE

The Kazak nationality is one of China’s national minorities with a long history. Living
in Xinjiang, Gansu, Qinghai and other places in the western part of China, the Kazak
people are mainly engaged in animal husbandry. Through long years of class struggle, these
industrious, courageous and intelligent people have created a brilliant and national culture,
and made valuable contributions to the cultural treasure-house of our great motherland.

Folk art designs constitute an important part of the Kazak cultural heritage. Beautiful
designs decorate their national costumes, caps, jewellery, yurts, rugs and blankets, tapes-
tries, saddles and harnesses, as well as metal and wooden utensils and tools. With themes
taken from everyday life, these designs have distintive national flavour, rich colours,
bold and clear-cut lines, graceful form and well-knit composition. The fine tradition has been
kept and developed. These designs vividly reflect the vigorous outlook of the Kazak people
and are also cherished by the people of all nationalities.

The publication of the cultural legacies of the Kazak people is of great significance to
intensifying the cultural interflow among the nationalities, and to promoting the develop-
ment of China’s socialist culture. This book owes to the efforts of many artists from Xinjiang,
who in the past few years, visited the vast rural areas and pasturelands in Ili, Tacheng, Altay
and many other places and collected and copied a great number of the Kazak folk art
designs. The editorial board would like to take this opportunity to express hearty thanks
to the artists and organizations concerned for their kind collaboration. Any suggestions and
criticims from our readers are welcome.

March 1979
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Leather storage case for bowls (silver decorations)

Urumgqi
Urumgqi
Urumgqi
Yining
Urumgqi
Altay
Tekes
Altay
Urumgqi
Bole
Burqin
Altay
Altay
Yining
Altay
Nilka
Yining
Altay
Nilka
Altay
Altay
Altay
Altay
Hoboksar
Altay
Burgin
Altay
Altay



ol
92.
93.
24.
95.
96.
a7.
98.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.

75

76.
717.
78.

Place mats (applique and embroidery)

Churning staffs (with inlaid lacquer and silver handles)
Iron cauldron stand (embossed motifs)

Interior decorations of a yurt

Designs on the main band of the yurt (plaited)
Exterior decorations on the felt of the yurt (applique)
Decorative bands inside the yurt (applique and embroidery)
Decorative bands inside the yurt (applique)
Decorative bands inside the yurt (applique)

Decorative bands inside the yurt (embroidery)

Designs on straw partition screen (plaited)

Designs on straw curtain (plaited)

Designs on straw curtain (plaited)

Designs on straw curtain (plaited)

Fancy felt (applique)

Fancy felt (applique)

Fancy felt (applique)

Fancy felt (applique)

Fancy felt (applique)

Fancy felt (applique)

Fancy felt (applique)

Fancy felt (applique)

Fancy felt (applique)

Fancy felt (dyed and trimmed)

Hearth felt (applique)

Hearth felt (applique)

Hearth felt (applique)
Hearth felt (applique)

Altay and Burgin
Altay
Altay

Nilka
Toli
Altay
Tacheng
Altay
Altay
Altay
Altay
Altay
Altay
Yining
Altay
Hefeng
1i
Xinyuan
Xinyuan
Altay

Nilka
Altay

Tekes
Tacheng
Tacheng

Urumqi

Urumaqi



