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THE SHUI NATIONALITY

The Shui nationality lives in compact communities in
southeastern Guizhou Province. The Shui have a population of
about 286,000 and their language belongs to the Zhuang-Dong
subfamily of the Sino-Tibetan language family, atthough the Chinese
language is commonly used.

During its long history, the Shui nationality has developed a
magnificent and calourfut culture, especially in its poems and folk
songs. The region of the Shui nationality is known as the Kingdom
of the Bronze Drums, and the native pecple regard the bronze
drum as the symbo! of their naticnality. The traditional festivals of
the Shui nationality include, the Duan Festival and the Mao Festival.
Each year during the Duan Festival, every village and home beats
bronze drums and blows reed-pipe wind instruments, sings and
dances throughout the whole night, as well as entertain their
relatives and friends with their best dish,Fish Wrapped in Chives.
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