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PREFACE

The central government of China has stipulated that 'the coastal
areas must, under supervision, withkproper plans and step by step,
join the international market, international exchanges and interna-
tional competition even further, devoting major efforts to developing
an open economy'. The compilation of this atlas aims at selectively
providing indicators of the natural economy, via the channel of maps,
to authorities concerned as reference materials for an understanding
of the state of the art of the natural condition, the ecor.omy and the
environment for investment found in the coastal areas.

This atlas consists of three parts:

Part I---Situation of the natural economy in the coastal areas.
Quite a few maps are devoted to giving a macroscopic view of the
natural condition, the statistical distribution of the social economy
and the generalization of the geographical distribution in the eastern
coastal areas. There are also maps. and tables showing the geographical
distribution of the related social-economic elements and the economic
indicators in provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions of
minority nationalities respectively.

Part II---Open economic districts, special economic zones and
open cities in the coastal areas. Both maps and literary explanation
are available to illustrate the natural and social economic situation
in Shanghai Economic District (including the Yangtze River Delta), the
Pearl Biver and South Fujian Deltas, four special economic zones and
fourteen open cities in the coastal areas. Emphasis is being layed on
expounding the environment for investment which they offer and the
economic indicators related.

Part III---The economic situation in China. By way of national
thematic maps and statistical tables, indicated macroscopically are
the geographical distribution and statistical distribution of the
natural condition and social economy of the whole country, which is
mainly for the integrated expression of the connection and contrast
between coastal areas and inland areas shown in their natural condi-
tions and-social economies.

The main data in this atlas is from the 1986 statistics already
published. In order to minimize the time difference and maximize the
effectiveness, all efforts have been made to shorten the cycle of map
compilation, which was completely finished within nine months. But
this hurriedness must have affected the completeness of the data and
the practicality of the content, for which comments and suggestion are
invited from the circle of readers.
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