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Preface

The ’99 Collection of Cases Tried by Shanghai Courts, edit-
ed by Shanghai High People’s Court, is the sixth of this se-
ries. The 113 cases have been carefully selected from more
than 600 cases recommended by different levels of courts in
Shanghai. These cases cover a broad range of areas and are
typical in each type of cases. They reflect the new types of
cases in recent years’ social, economic and legal transactions.
The format and style of this book basically follow the former
books. Added to it are abstractions briefly summarizing the
nature and legal issue(s) of each case, so as to facilitate the
reading of this book. The statement of the facts and reasoning
of the judgement have been presented more clearly which show
the achievements of reform in both court trial and judicial doc-
umentation. For some cases, the judgement gives a clear re-
port of the facts, the trial process, the reasoning and the rul-
ing, for which only a brief comment seems necessary. The
quality of design has also been improved.

Selecting and compiling of cases have been a very impor-
tant work in the process of improving the socialist democracy
and legal system. It is significant in improving the quality of
courtroom trial, in functioning as a model and in educating the
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public with legal knowledge.

The selection and compilation of cases provide background
material for the legislation. Although our country has entered
into a new historic era of rule of law, the legislative work is
still lagging behind and some laws and regulations are not well
drafted. This makes it difficult for courts to try cases. A col-
lection of cases has some function in solving such problems.
The spirit of the legislation is explained through the cases and’
it is helpful for the readers to understand law. The experience
of trying difficult or new type of cases is provided through the
cases and it is helpful to broaden the view and stimulate the
creativity of the judges. The cases are used to supplement the
legislation and the accumulation of the experience provides ma-
terial for future legislative work.

The selection and compilation of cases help to impro{'e the
quality of courtroom trial. Facing the complicated economic
relation and legal disputes, continuous education becomes the
task of every judge. The cases selected in' this book use very
clear statements to summarize the experience in trying compli-
cated cases and in application of law. This will not only help
the judges solve specific cases, but also raise their scholastic
level and ability to handle cases, thus improving the quality of
trial as a whole.

The selection and compilation of cases give full play to the
scholastic value of the cases. The scholastic value of the cases
has been recognized by the legal circle in the common law
countries for a long time, and has also attracted attention of
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the experts in the civil law countries. Since 1990, many schol-
ars in China have extended their research into the court judge-
ments. In the recent years, many books on court judgements
have been published, which significantly promote the research
in application of law. Cases selected in this book are typical
and new, many of which are the first of its kind. They not
only have practical reference, but also have research value.
This book is suitable for judges, as well as law school teachers
and students, lawyers and legal scholars.

The selection and compilation of cases is of benefit for
education of law among the public. The practice of educating
the public with legal knowledge shows that people are most
interested in learning law through specific cases. This book
relays the court trial of different type of cases, and is thus real
and persuasive. Through reading these cases, the public can
learn the basic principles of law, and learn how courts solve
cases. This will help the public to know law and abide by law,
thus providing a broad basis for the role of law.

We welcome anyone to point out the oversights and mis-
takes. We shall improve our work and provide typical and new

cases timely to the readers in the future.

Qiao Xianzhi
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