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Prefaces

China is one of the great civilized ancient countries
in the world. Our ancestors have created a splendid
history and culture and left behind an extremely
rich cultural heritages to mankind.

Hu Bel Province, situated in the middle reaches of
the Yangtse River, is endowed with fertile land,
agreeable climate, abundant resources and
convenient communications. The archaeological
excavation findings since the establishment of the
People’s Republic of China show that as early as
500,000-1,000,000 years from today, this area was
already inhabited by human beings. The fossil of
ape teeth excavated in Yun Yang is an envidence.
The ruins of 200,000-300,000 years old paleolithic
culture in Shi Long Tou, Zhang Shan, Da Ye and
the human remains fossil found in Chang Yang
show the evolution sequence from anthropoid ape
to Homo Sapiens. Qu Jia Ling culture and Da Xi
culture in Hu Bei Province and thousands of ruins
of the neolithic culture discovered all over Hu Bei
area give a description of the brilliant and beautiful
picture of the historical and cultural development
of mankind at the end of the primitive society in
Hu Bei area. All this proves that the reaches of the
Yangtse River, like the reaches of Yellow River, is
one of the cradles of the Chinese culture.

Upon entry into the time of civilization, culture in
this area was already very advanced. In the Spring
and Autumn and the Warring States Periods, the
splendid, rich and colourful Chu culture, the great
patriotic poet Qu Yuan, who was nurtured by the
Chu culture, and his immortal works “Li Sao” have
made great contributions to the development and
prosperity of the Chinese culture.

Sui Zhou is located in the northern part of Hu Bei
area, east of Han River, bordered on the He Nan
province in the north and.180 km away from Wu
Han City in the south. The legend says that Sheng
Nong Shi (God of agriculture) was born in Li Shan,
Sui Zhou, Hu Bei Province. (Some people figures
that Sheng Nong Shi is Yan Di). More than 20 ruins
of the Neolithic Period have been found in the Sui
Zhou Region. The cultural heritages of various
periods from the Shang Dynasty, Western Zhou
Dynasty, the Spring and Autumn Period to Han

and Tang Dynasty have been excavated. The relics
unearthed in recent years from the tombs of the
carly and middle Warring States Period near Lei Gu
Dun have in particular, attracted the people all over
the world.

Lei Gu Dun is situated in the joining point of Jue
Shui and Yun Shui Rivers and in the north-western
suburbs of Sui Zhou, 2.5 km away from the city.
This part of the country is a hilly area. Lei Gu Dun
is an earth mound higher than the high land
around, hence it is named Dun (Dun means an
earth mound), but there is no written records about
its origin. The local legend says, in the Spring and
Autumn Period, a duke of Chu, Do Yue Jiao,
rioted, the king of Chu, Zhuang Wang, led an army
to suppress the rebellion and he beat drums here to

encourage his soliders to attack the rebellion forces,
hence the name (Let Gu means beating drums).
This is a legend after all, it does not serve as a
reliable evidence. Our survey on the spot proves that
the place is an earth mound of tombs. Many
ancient tombs after the Western Zhou Dynasty are
located on the high ground of several square
kilometres surrounding the mound. In the past few

years the archaeologists of Hu Bei Province have
excavated more than 30 ancient tombs in this area.

More than ten thousands pieces of cultural relics
were unearthed from Tomb No. 1 in 1978. The great
amount of inscriptions on the bronze ritual objects
and musical instruments prove that the occupant of
the tomb was the Duke of Zeng State, named Yi,
who was buried in 433 B.C. or a little bit later.
Dukedom Zeng is not found in the historical
written records. Most historians and archaeologists
of our country hold, after detailed and careful
study, that Dukedom Zeng is the Dukedom Sui as
recorded in history which was already a vassal state
of the Chu State then. The more than 125 pieces of
musical instruments of 8 varieties are the unique
findings in the music history of our country.
Among them, the 64 pieces of Zeng Hou Yi set of
bells (not including Bo Bell presented by Chu Hui
Wang) hanging on a ILrshaped frame made of
bronze and wood are the extra-ordinary rare
objects in the world for its good preservation and
casting technology. Every bell can produce two
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music notes. The scale structure of the whole set of
bells identify the 7 — scales of the key of C major
which is universally used in the world today. The
timbre is beautiful and the range is wide and it
contains 5 octaves, of which the central 3.5 octaves
are completed with 12 semitones. It can play
various classical and modern music. Other objects
such as the bronze ritual objects and utensils; gold
and jade decors; bamboo, wood and lacquer wares
etc. are real rare treasures. Besides, the earliest
bamboo slips found so far in China had been

discovered.

Tomb No. 2, about 100 m west of Tomb No. 1, was
excavated in 1981. It was smaller than Tomb No. 1
and was found looted so that less objects were
found. However some precious cultural relics were
still unearthed such as 36 pieces of bronze bells, 12
pieces of stone Qing (sonorous stone) and more
than 200 pieces of bronze ritual objects, utensils,
chariots horse decors, gold and jade objects etc.
According to the categories and alignment of the
burial objects, the tomb is proved to be one of the
Zeng tomb, of the period later than Tomb No. 1,
possibly in the middle of the Warring States Period.
Inside the tomb there were all kinds of burial
objects without, however, any weapons. Therefore,
the occupant of the tomb might be the wife of Zeng
Hou. Of course, it does not exclude the possibility
of other Zeng Dukes as the occupant.

In order to introduce the long history and culture
of China, we have selected some master pieces of
archaeological findings from the No. 1, No. 2 and
the other tombs in Lei Gu Dun and their replicas to
put up the “Exhibition of the Cultural Relics
Excavated from Lei Gu Dun, Sui Zhou, Hu Bei
Province”. This catalogue, which includes the
displayed relics and some essays, aims at
introducing the principal achievements scored in
the excavation of the ancient tombs in Lei Gu Dun.
We hope this catalogue will help visitors and
readers gain a better understanding of the
archaeological work of the new China in the past 35
years, so as to enhance their understanding and
appreciation of the history and culture of our
motherland.

BY TAN WEI-SI

DIRECTOR OF THE MUSEUM OF HU BEI PROVINCE
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A SURVEY OF TOMBS OF THE WARRING STATES PERIOD
IN LEI GU DUN, SUI ZHOU
(ABSTRACT)

By Lui Being-hui (Museum of Hu Bei Province)
By Wang Shi- zhen (Museum of Sui Zhou City)

In the period from 1978 to 1984, the archaeologists
in Hu Bei Province have discovered, in Lei Gu Dun
on the outskirts of Sumi Zhou City, more than 100
ancient tombs, of which, over 30 have been
excavated. They are the tombs of Zeng State. Tomb
No. 1 (Tomb of Marquis Yi of Zeng State) and
Tomb No. 2 have yielded large quantities of
valuable cultural heirtages, which gives a proof of
the existance of a strong Zeng State that had close
relationship with Chu State in the early Warring

States Period. But it had been gradually declining
by the middle Warring States Period. The rest of the
tombs dated back to the middle and late Warring
States Period. The fact that the unearthed objects
from those tombs (such as from the Tomb No. 13)
look almost the same as those made by Chu State
indicates that Zeng State was perhaps conquered
by Chu State during the time from the middle to the
late Warring States Period.



—. B RZEHMESE
Fig. 3 An overall view of the tomb chamber
Zeng Hou Yi Tomb.
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