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FOREWORD

To commermorate the 80th anniversary of the 1911 Revolution, “The Historical Atlas of the 19! | Revolu-
tion” has been finally published by China Cartographic Publishing House after years of effort of the staff of the
Museum of Wuchang Uprising of the 1911 Revolution. This is 2 good news that I am very glad to hear.

In historical science, time, place, person and event are the indispensable factors. Combining the map with
the history has been a fine tradition of the historical research in China. During a considerable period of time
however, this tradition was discarded by many people. The unbalanced overemphasizing on the so— called stand-
points and viewpoints invariably réduces the lively and concrete history to a mere set of abstract concepts and for-
mulas, thus making the real face of the history difficult to recognize and lowering people’s interest in the history.
In view of this, the compilers of this atlas decided to show with maps the space where the 1911 Revolution took
place and developped, and to provide readers with a reference guide in finding the geographical position of con-
cerned events, or in acquiring a general impression on the whole situation of the revolution.

In this atlas, the main part of the 1911 Revolution-Wuchang Uprising and the responses in each provinces-
is fully portrayed. For Wuchang Uprising and Yangxia Battle, the compilers put stress on showing the original
appearance of those historical moments, while attentions were also paid to express in detail the uprisings in major
cities of other provinces.

The compilers has been working conscientiously in the preparation of the atlas. Positions of the places relat-
ed to important historical events were carefully checked and shown. Take the example of Zhaozhong Shrine
where Huang Xing set up his wartime headquarters, some scholars held that it was located east of Hanyang City,
some thought it was inside the city, and others said it was situated at Shilipu west of the city. Here it is amended
as being located near Guiyuan Temple of Liangtai. Also, the newly discovered and confirmed site of the head-
quarters of the United League in the middle China is marked on the map of Shanghai Uprising.

Base maps were selected in a way to reflect as exactly as possible the geographic features in this historical pe-
riod. For example, most of the widespread maps of the Huanghuagang Uprising had been drawn on the basis of
Guangzhou City maps produced during the Republic of China. They were not quite suitable for the period of the
revolution. The compilers made repeated checkings and comparisons by refering to a number of provincial capital
maps drawn during the end of the Qing Dynasty and the begining of the Republic of China, thus providing an
- authentic portrayal of the activities of the Huanghuagang Uprising and uprisings in other cities.

The compilers have taken great pains to design a structure for the atlas that gives an effective expression of
the content, with maps as the main part which is supplemented by explanatory texts and inserted pictures. The
texts help readers to get a general view of the whole situation, the maps provide the relevant spatial concept,
while the pictures add to the sense of history, make the layout colourful and enliven the dullness which can be
felt in some old atlases.

Surely it is impossibie to show the revolution in full with this atlas due to the limitations of the expression
of maps. Although attentions have been placed in the maps on subjects of politics, economy, culture, even in-
ternational relations, the stress of the atlas is put on the military activities, hence some of the important histori-
cal content can hardly be reflected

There are also some subjects which are well studied by historians including the the compilers of the atlas,
but since the expression of maps must be simple and plain, and the load of maps must be limited, inevitably the
content shown on the maps is somewhat mediocre.

To show the history of the 1911 Revolution on maps is an original and significant work which needs to be

continuously improved, enriched and developped. I firmly believe that the publication of the atlas will contribute
" to people’s understanding of the Revolution, and from this aspect promote the study of this subject. For this rea-
son we should be grateful to the compilers and the publisher of the atlas.

Zhang Kaiyuan

Late autumn, 1990
In the beautiful maple wood of Princeton.
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COMPILER’'S NOTE

I . Theis is a thematic atlas reflecting the history of politics, military affairs and economy during

the period of the 191] Revolution, with attention paid to the revolutionary achievements of

Sun Yatsen, the forerunner of the bourgeois democratic revolution, and Huang Xing., Song
Jiaoren,etc.
I . The maps in this atlas are arranged in chronological order of the historical events. They cosist of
mainly four parts titled“Deepening of the National Crisis ;md Rising of the Bourgeois Revolu-
» e

tion Movements” , “Establishment of the United League of China and Upsurge of Revolutionist

Movements”, “Wuchang Uprising and the Establishment of Nanjing provisional Government”

and “Failure of the 1911 and Struggle to Save the Republic”, each part containing subject
maps, historical pictures,explanation text and tables.
I . The 1911 Revolution took place at the end of the Qing Dynasty and beginning of the Republic

of China,thus saw many changes of administrative division. In the compilation of this atlas,ad-

ministrative maps of Guangxu Period, Xuantong Period in the Qing Dynasty and of early years
of - the Republic of China were referred to for drawing maps of the corresponding period , while
administrative division and national boundaries of foreign countries on the world maps were
drawn after world historical maps published in China and abroad.

IV. Present geographical map was taken as the base map of this atlas,but efforts were made to re-
store the historical appearance of the coast,rivers,lakes, mountains and settlements, etc. Owing
to the change with the passage of time,many places no longer bear the original names. In the
atlas original names are shown for places involved in historical events; for places above county-
level which experienced change of name, both original and present names are juxtaposed on the
maps For example, Hankou (74 ] | ) was named Xiakouting( X/ ] ] }#%) at the end of the Qing
Dynasty ,and Zhengzhou (¥} /| ) was named Zhengxian (}%}}l%) at the beginning of the Repub-
lic of China,so both names of each place are shown on the map. For settlements in foreign |
countries ,original names are shown generally without the present names. -

V . The city plans of provincial capitals in the maps of response to Wuchang Uprising are based on

the maps of the end of the Qing Dynasty. Present contents are not added.

VI. This atlas adopts the original Chinese characters. Simplified characters are used only for a few
that have been written in both original and simplified forms,like Yan (4} )for both 5% and 4},
Tai (& )for both % and £ ,and Yue (7;)for both jsiand [T;. Since in the Qing Dynasty Qiu
([r.)was changed to [if{ in case it happened to be taboo with Confucius(f[, [T ) ,the characters
I and i were mixed up during the Republic of china,thus in the atlas we use Qiu (If$) for

both [ and ff. Variant forms of characters are not used in principle.

VI. Data of present administrative division on the maps are up to the end of 1990.

an
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