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FOREWORD TO
: THE “SERIES OF
| THE GEM OF
BEIING
CULTURAL

RELICS”

Beijing is the capital of the People’s Republic of China. As a world-famous historic cultural city,
Beijing created characteristic culture and splendid civilization in its age-long historical course. The
abundant and valuable cultural relics of Beijing are witnesses to the truth that the people create
history,material carriers of the Beijing culture, and an extremely important component of the Chi-
nese nation’s cultural heritage. According to statistics, the cultural relics preserved in Beijing anti-
quarian units and museums reach more than 2,000,000, not to speak of uncountable ones buried
underground and scattered among folks, of which many have been discovered in recent years. They
are invaluable for understanding Beijing and propagating its and even the whole Chinese nation’s
culture. For a long time, appropriate work has been done for the preservation of available treasures,
but it has been difficult to show them to the public except for a small part exhibited in museums. It
is really a great pity for all the people who love Beijing and its culture to be unable to see these
precious works with their own eyes.

To show publicly the collections of Beijing cultural relics in multiple forms is a duty of antiquar-
ians in their spreading information of history and culture. It is just an effort in this aspect that the
Beijing Municipal Bureau of Cultural Relics and Beijing Publishing House publish jointly the
“Series of the Gem of Beijing Cultural Relics.” The Series includes thousands of masterpiecés
selected from the collections of Beijing antiquarian units and museums and shows them in different
categories and volumes, which not only meets the lovers’ needs, but also makes a comprehensive
presentation of the Beijing culture. This is also an significant project in the cultural construction of
Beijing.

The cultural relics of Beijing have been always celebrated in the world for their profound cultural
connotations and the plenty of excellent works. Of them many handed-down and unearthed trea-
sures have been collected in the Series and classified into 16 volumes, i.e. Stone Carvings, Stone
Inscriptions, Pottery and Porcelain (2 volumes), Jades, Bronzes, Ancient Bells, Buddhist Images,
Gold and Silver Wares, Calligraphy, Paintings, Rare Ancient Books, Textiles and Embroidery,
Furniture, and Works of Decorative Arts (2 volumes), with numerous objects possessing high value
in aesthetic as well as historical and academic senses. It is the pursuit of the publishers of these
voluminous albums not only to present extremely exquisite works of art for the readers’ apprecia-
tion and study, but also to arouse in everybody’s mind a deep sense of responsibility for history, an
intensive pride in Beijing and the Chinese nation, and a tremendous enthusiasm for creation, with
which we will all put in greater efforts to safeguard Beijing’s cultural heritage, to enhance its radiance,
and to make the Beijing culture a still more brilliant chapter in our motherland’s history of the new
epoch.

Mei Ninghua

July, 1999
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in No. 119

121. Square badge with a quasi-
dragon embroidered by "sa xian
xiu," or thread-sprinkling stitch,
the prototype of counted stitch
122. Detail of the square badge

shown in No. 121: Weave

Qing Dynasty

123. Box binding of light yellow
jin polychrome woven silk with
dragon roundels and the charac-
ters "wan shou"(longevity)

124. Monastic garment of yellow
satin with embroidery made by
polychrome couching on flat-
gold-strip-embroidered ground

125. Back of the monastic gar-
ment shown in No. 124

126. Detail of the monastic gar-
ment shown in No. 125

127. Curtain of brocaded satin
with cloud design

128. Cover of brocaded and
gold-thread-woven yellow satin
with the characters "bai shi da ji"
(everything is just fine)

129. Lined jacket of light camel-
tan satin damask with floating
cloud design and dragon roun-
dels

130. Detail of the lined jacket
shown in No. 129

131. Lined trousers of light
camel-tan satin damask with
floating cloud design and dragon
roundels

132. Detail of the lined trousers
shown in No. 131

133. Lined robe of light yellow
satin damask with cloud, dragon
and foaming wave design

134. Detail of the lined robe
shown in No. 133
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135. Lined robe of satin damask
with dragon and cloud design
136. Detail of the lined robe
shown in No. 135

137. Lined robe of satin dam-
ask with dragon roundels

138. Detail of the lined robe
shown in No. 137

139. Trousers of ling twill dam-
ask with the eight immortals fig-
ures and crane roundels

140. Detail of the trousers shown
in No. 139

141. Lined robe of light camel-
tan sha gauze with cloud and
crane design

142.143. Details of the lined
robe shown in No. 141

144. Unlined jacket of light
camel-tan sha gauze with large
cloud and dragon design

145. Stockings of camel-yellow
satin with embroidered antiques
design

146. Detail of the stockings
shown in No. 145

147. Cover of red gold-brocade
bearing a square badge with the
character "fu" (happiness) in a
four-lobed medallion

148. Detail of the cover shown
in No. 147

149. Four-clawed dragon robe
of brocaded blue satin with large
and small dragons design woven
in gold thread

150. Detail of the robe shown in
No. 149

151. Cushion face of brocaded
Chinese blue satin with cloud,
four-clawed dragon and wave
design woven in gold thread
152. Detail of the cushion face

shown in No. 151: Weave

153. Curtain material: Kesi silk
tapestry with children figures on
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red ground

154.155.156. Details of the cur-
tain material shown in No. 153
157. Curtain material: Kesi silk
tapestry with cloud and four-
clawed dragon design on red
ground

158. Robe of polychrome kesi
silk tapestry with cloud, dragon
and swastika design and the
character "shou” (longevity)
159. Back of the robe shown in
No.158

160. Chair cover of kesi silk tap-
estry with polychrome cloud and
four-clawed dragon design on
gold ground

161. Jacket material:Purplish red
velvet embroidered with cloud,
dragon and gourd design

162. Detail of the jacket mate-
rial shown in No. 161: Embroi-
dery in flat gold strips

163. Counted stitch embroidered
kylin

164. Robe of brocaded bright
yellow satin with cloud and
dragon design

165. Back of the robe shown in
No.164

166. Cushion material: Zhongjin
heavy polychrome woven silk
with gold-thread and color aus-
picious florai and five-dragon
design on brownish-yellow
ground

167. Detail of the cushion mate-
rial shown in No. 166: Weave

168. Robe of bright yellow satin
embroidered with polychrome
cloud and dragon design

169. Back of the robe shown in
No.168

170. Cloth-wrapper of pale blue

satin with gold-thread -woven

dragon roundeis and miscella-




