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Introduction to the Teacher

This book has been designed to help you develop your students’ listening and
speaking skills. It follows the new revised syllabus of English and covers the general
objectives which have been detailed by the Ministry of Education. The book also
parallels the contents of Junior English for China unit by unit. Like the coursebook,
this book progresses in difficulty at a very gentle pace. It does not introduce new
structures before these are introduced in the coursebook.

New words

Mainly, this book follows the wordlist of the coursebook. Some important new words are
introduced a few units earlier than they appear in the coursebook. In these cases, they are
marked as new words in the text with a translation and in the list of new words at the back.

Throughout the English Support Series Listening and Speaking the wordlist is
expanded in line with the new requirements of the Ministry of Education. The
purpose of this expansion is to allow the introduction of very common words and
phrases that did not appear in Junior English for China.

Sometimes, a few new words are given at the beginning of an exercise. More usually,
they are not listed at the beginning of a unit. It is most important that students as far
as possible study words in context. The context and the position of the word in the
sentence will help the student understand the new word.

There are different kinds of exercises:

1 Listening
These can be done in class or at home as self-study. All contain a task to be done
by the student.

2 Speaking
Some speaking exercises, e.g. dialogues, can be done in class or at home as self-

study. It is best if these are done in class first, with the teacher. Then the student can
practise them at home later.
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3 Pairwork BZ]; Groupwork
These must be done in class. Most pairwork exercises involve an “information
gap”: Student A asks Student B questions, and completes a task, e.g. writing down
numbers or names. In pairwork and groupwork all pairs and groups in the class
work simultaneously. Through these activities, students get to speak much more
than if only one student in the class is speaking at one time.

4 Speaking Activity
These must be done in class with the teacher. These activities include team
competitions.

S Songs and Rhymes
These can be done in class first, with the teacher. Then the student can practise them
at home later. Songs and rhymes are a good opportunity to improve pronunciation,
stress and rhythm.

Developing listening skills

Listening is one of the hardest tasks that a learner of a foreign language has to perform.

The teacher can adopt certain strategies that will reduce listener stress and make

listening in the classroom a relaxed and motivating experience.

1 Play the tape for the first time without giving the students a task. The students listen,
recognize certain words, and importantly, get used to the speakers’ voices, accents

and speed of speech.

2 Don’t give the answers immediately. Let students listen to the tape several times.
Collect answers from students but do not confirm these immediately.

3 Pause the tape so that students have time to complete the task.

4 Remember, the purpose of a listening exercise is that students complete the task.
They do not have to understand every word and every phrase.

Developing speaking skills in this book

The approach in the English Support Series develops gradually in the Junior series.
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In Junior 1 and 2A there are many independent tasks that can be done to supplement
the coursebook. The purpose of these is to provide further speaking practice and
develop oral confidence.

In Junior 2B you will notice a progression and the introduction of new features.

1 Many of the units are a sequence of related activities. Storylines are continued from
one task to another. Teachers who wish to select individual activities need to look
at the whole unit first.

2 All the speaking activities are guided, but not all of them are controlled. There is
more opportunity for personal expression.

3 Students may make a few mistakes when expressing themselves freely. This is fine.
Mistakes are an integral part of language learning and elementary mistakes will
disappear as students progress.

Further points:

1 If possible, move students around so that they get the chance to work with different

classmates. This is important for the development of their listening and speaking
skills.

2 Pairwork. Get students to face each other, not to work side-by-side. Check which
student is A and which is B before you start. Often student B has to turn the book
upside down to do the exercise. Make sure that students cover their partner’s half
of the page and look only at their own half.

3 If you have the tape, use this as the model. It is important for students to hear a
variety of voices and accents as well as your own. Use the tape as a model for
intonation, sounds and word stress. Encourage students to buy their own tapes for
self-study and consolidation practice.

4 Dialogues. It is best to get the class to listen to the dialogue before they practise.
Speaking without books is speaking practice. Speaking from a book is reading
aloud. Get students to look at each other when they practise a dialogue. Get them
to close their books if they can.
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Introduction to the Student

This book is full of exercises to help you develop your listening and speaking skills.
You can use this book while you are studying Junior English for China Book 2 .

How can you improve your listening and speaking skills? The answer is — practice,
practice and more practice. However, practice needn’t be boring. We’ve designed
lots of varied, interesting and motivating tasks both for speaking and listening.

The best way to improve your listening skills is to listen as much as possible to
English. If you are able to buy the tape for this book, buy it! Then after the lesson is
over, you can play the tape again and practise your pronunciation. The tape has lots
of different speakers with different voices and different accents. The language is kept
simple, but sounds like natural everyday speech.

The best way to improve your speaking of English is to take every opportunity to
speak. For this reason, we have included lots of pairwork exercises. In pairwork, you
work with a partner. You have different information from your partner, so you have
to ask questions. We hope you’ll enjoy this. Don’t worry about making a few mistakes
when you do these exercises. Making mistakes is a necessary part of language
learning. In other words, it’s OK.

There are different kinds of exercises in this book:

1 Listening
You can do these in class or at home as self-study.

2 Speaking
Some speaking exercises, e.g. dialogues, can be done in class or at home as self-

study. It is better to do these in class first, with your teacher. Then you can practise
them at home later.

3 Pairwork 8]J); Groupwork
In pairwork, you work with one other student. In groupwork, you work with three



other students. In this way, you get plenty of speaking practice.

4 Speaking Activity
These are done in class with the teacher. These activities include team competitions.

5 Songs and Rhymes
It is better to do these in class first, with your teacher. Then you can practise them
at home later. Songs and rhymes are a good opportunity to improve pronunciation,
stress and rhythm.

Remember, this is not a grammar practice book. You won’t find grammar exercises
in it. It’s for speaking and listening practice. If you want extra help with your

grammar, you can buy another book in this series, Grammar in Context Junior 2 .

Good luck, enjoy this book and have fun!
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