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PROLOGUE

Two glowing yellow eyes stared up toward the light
that filtered down through the darkness. They were unblink-

® in the

ing, waiting patiently for the slightest disturbance
water . The Ancient One didn’t like coming this close to the
surface but a fierce, gnawing® hunger was driving it. There
were hardly any large fish left on the bottom near the
caves, and it had been almost five days since the Ancient
One had eaten.

The smooth water suddenly rocked with movement.

Something large with four thrashing® limbs, odd rubbery

flippers,and a hard metal can on its back approached® .
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The Ancient One had only seen this type of fish a few times
over the years. But it remembered how they tasted and how
good it felt to be full and satisfied.

The Ancient One moved carefully upward .
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CHAPTER 1

“It’s nice here, don’t you think, Ryan?” The pretty
blond woman’s tired blue eyes traveled from the road to the
thin, dark-haired boy sitting in the passenger seat beside
her.

Thirteen-year-old Ryan Swanner looked out the win-
dow . The Colorado® mountains were okay, but they weren’t
anything like the ones back home. Ryan had grown up in
Louisiana,® fishing on the swamps and bayous,® and it
had been hard to say goodbye to his friends there. But his
mom was so excited about her new job that he didn’t have

the heart to spoil things for her. So he’d kept his feelings
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to himself .

She was now the new manager of a restaurant called
The Cove, which catered? to tourists at the Black Water
Lake Resort. It was a big break for her. Back home she
had waitressed at truck stops and coffee shops. This job
meant a lot more money.

Ryan collected his thoughts and turned back toward
his mom. “Uh, yeah. Real nice. Lots of -*- trees and
stuff® . It’ll be great.”

The old car rumbled® down the narrow gravel road
and turned off onto a deeply rutted dirt lane. They stopped
in front of a log cabin that was almost completely covered
with vines.

“This is it, Ryan. What do you think?”

Ryan opened the car door and stepped out.In ways
the scenery reminded him of the thick green foliage@ that
had surrounded their house back home. But there was
something different about the quiet and the crispness® of
the air here. He stepped up onto the wooden porch and
was about to reach for the doorknob when a large woman
wearing baggy jeans and a red jeans and a red flannel shirt

stepped out of the cabin,shaking a dusty rug in his face.
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