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Sometimes a Bad Boy Is So Good

py Jean Kerr
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Jean Kerr
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[ try to be a good mother to my four boys. I really try. 1
try not to shout at them. 1 try not to raise my voice when I
say, “You know, dear, Mommy doesn’t like you to throw the
calendar into the toilet.”

But believe me, being a mother is not easy, not easy at all.
Just one morning with my boys will show you what I mean.

[t's 7 a.m. 1 go downstairs in my husband’s old bathrobe
and start to get breakfast. But first —

“Mom! I can’t find my shoe!” That’s one of the twins.

“Mom! Where's my spelling book?” That’s the other twin.

“I need 32 cents for lunch!” That's Christopher, the old-
est boy.

I find the shoe, the spelling book, the 32 cents and go
back to the kitchen. I find that Gilbert, the youngest boy, has
been strapped to a chair with a cowboy belt.! I untie him. All
the while, I keep my temper.? I don’t even raise my voice
when the fighting starts. I hear myself saying softly, “Just be-
cause he ate your crayons is no reason to hit him on the head.”?

Finally, the boys are seated at the breakfast table. The
twins spell out their names in butter on the tablecloth. But I
refuse to let this upset me. Then all four boys decide to make
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