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unir 1

1. Strength to Love (I)

[ ]
. Words to Enow , : '
 /di'spea / o vi. &E G
/o'seesin / Cony ERE
/kem'plein / Loovie 1B
/'omptist /. a. BIES
Jo'vest / vi. B
/ man'vaislent / a. BN
/ri'tref / vi. B BE

The black struggle for equal rights can be traced back to the early days
when African negroes were sent to American colonies as slaves. By
the 1950s and 60s the famous Martin Luther King began to advocate
“nonviolent direct action” against racial discrimination. What does
nonviolent direct action mean? Why did King adopt such a policy and
was it a success?

(14 (J7 © be a negro in America is to hope against hope,” wrote Martin
Luther King® in the last year of his life. The advance of the black

® Martin Luther King (1929 - 1968): born into a black minister’s family, he en-
tered university at the age of fifteen. He gained a Bachelor of Arts, a Bachelor
of Theology, and a Doctor’s degree of Theology. He then became a minister and
human rights activist. His birthday (Jan. 15) is celebrated as a legal holiday
called Martin Luther King Day in the U.S.
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2 Extensive Reading

man in the United States, from the position of slave to that of proud and
equal citizen, is slow. The black man’s hopes have often ended in despair.

“Of the good things in life he has about one-half those of whites; of the
bad he has twice those of whites,” wrote Dr.King. Half of all black people
lived in poor houses. They received about half as much pay as whites. They
had twice as many of their people out of work and twice as many babies
dead for lack of proper care. Allowing for their numbers,® twice as many
black men as white fought in the war in Vietnam, and twice as many died in
that war. Most black people still did work that was unpleasant and poorly
paid. It was the only work they could get.

This was Dr. King’s description of their position after ten years of
steady progress. And he had done more than any other single man to make
that progress possible. He was not only one of America’s great negroes. He
was one of her very great men.

When he was shot by an assassin’s gun he was only thirty-nine. He was
at the height of his strength and power. He seemed to understand what the
black people needed most and what they could do to get it. He was deter-
mined that they shouldn’t damage or destroy others in their struggle. He
wouldn’t allow the use of guns or other arms. He taught his people to stand
up for themselves but to do this with understanding and love for those who
stood against them.

“Freedom is not given, it is won,” he said. “The hard truth is that nei-
ther negro nor white has yet done enough to expect the dawn of a new day.
...Freedom is won by a struggle against suffering....”

To understand the position of American black people it is necessary to
know something of American history. In the eighteenth century large num-
bers of African slaves were brought into the United States to provide labour
for the cotton fields in the southern states.

At that time most people accepted the idea of slavery. And not many
people thought about the cruel and evil conditions in which the slaves were
obtained and shipped to the new world. They suffered dreadfully. Thou-
sands of men, women and children died on the way.

By the time the slaves were set free they had forgotten much of their
African past. They felt no pride in their old languages and religions. They
knew only the hard work of the cotton fields and the terrible suffering of a
slave’s life. The lesson they had learned best was to obey their masters and
not complain. They had accepted the religion, language and values of their
new country. But their new country continued to see them only as a pair of
hands or a strong back to be put to work.

® Allowing for their numbers: Taking their numbers into consideration
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During the next hundred years the negroes spread out all over the Unit-
ed States. Conditions were better for them in the northern states than in the
south. But while large numbers of poor people from many nations poured
into America and made their fortunes, the black people still got the worst
homes, schools and jobs. They didn’t expect anything more.

But America is a rich country. At last the black people began to demand
a large share of its wealth. In many parts of the country — but especially in
the south — that demand was rudely refused. In every way they were looked
on as second-class citizens. In the southern states they couldn’t eat in the
same restaurants, wash in the same wash rooms, travel in the same seats on
trains or buses. Even if they grew rich they couldn’t live like other Ameri-
cans.

Martin Luther King began his public struggle for black rights in 1956
when he was only twenty-six. He had just returned to the deep south® after
finishing his education at northern universities. Like his father and grandfa-
ther he was a Baptist minister® and possessed a deep Christian faith. His all-
black church was in Montgomery®, Alabama.

One day a woman named Rosa Parks was traveling home from work on
a Montgomery bus. She was tired after her day’s work. She sat down in one
of the seats at the back of the bus that were for black people. White people
used the ones in front. But the bus was crowded that night and there weren’t
enough seats for everyone. When a white man got on the bus and couldn’t
find a seat the driver ordered Mrs. Parks to get up and give him hers.

Afterwards Mrs. Parks said she couldn’t imagine what had made her do
it. Usually she did as she was told. But that night she refused to give up her
seat. The driver called a policeman. She was arrested and dragged off to
prison.

The black people in Montgomery were used to such events. They knew
they couldn’t expect anything else so they usually gave way. But suddenly
they were very angry. Crowds gathered in the streets and in the churches.
When Dr. King heard about it he said, “We could all stop using the buses.”

This was what he meant by “nonviolent direct action”. It was action
that would express the people’s strong feeling without attacking anyone. He
got the idea from Gandhi,® whose picture hung over his desk. He had

@ deep south: the area of the U.S. regarded as most typically Southern and conservative,
especially the southernmost parts of Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana

@ Baptist minister: a clergyman who belongs to the Baptist Church

Montgomery: the capital of Alabama

@ Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi (1869 — 1948): called “Mahatma” (Great Soul),
Indian statesman who successfully used the technique of passive resistance against
British colonial rule in India. He was assassinated by a Hindu fanatic in 1948.
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4 Extensive Reading

always admired Gandhi.

The idea spread like flames. For the first time the black people united
in a common purpose. They had always used the buses a lot and needed
them. But they had suffered enough. They refused to travel any longer on
buses which had separate places for blacks and whites. They shared what
cars they had. But many of them had to walk miles and miles each day to get
to work. This went on for over a year. When one old lady was asked if she
minded walking so far she said no, she didn’t mind. Her feet were tired but
her soul was refreshed. The people were grateful to have found a way to ex-
press their anger and bitterness.

(to be continued)

approximately 1,100 words

USEFUL PHRASES AND EXPRESSIONS e oo v onossiwmens
1. hope against hope (L.1) (REH) fF-AFHE
2. for lack of (L.9) BT
3. at the height of (L.18) AT BB AT
4. stand against (up for)  (L.23) R (4EY)

5. pour into (L.44) HEAHEA

6. a large share of (L.48) — R B RY

7. be looked on as (L.49) A

8. give up (L.66) ik F

9. be used to something (L.69) IR T

10. give way (L.70) AR, 1P
11. spread like flames (L.77) MR Z K & I

Decide whether each of the following statements is true or false.

1. According to this passage, many black men were forced to fight in the
Vietnam war.

2. The experience of their forebears being slaves may, to a great extent,
account for many black people’s low self-esteem.

3. In the author’s view, Negroes lived a better life in America than in other
countries.

4. Black people had always united as one to fight for civil rights.

5. The black people did not feel mentally tired even though they walked so
far to work, because by so doing they demonstrated their commitment
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to overcoming social inequality.

Do the following multiple-choice questions .

1.

According to the opening quotation from Martin Luther King, it can be
inferred that

A) Martin Luther King Jr. was in despair over the situation of black
America
B) blacks lost hope for a better life because they had expected too much

C) Dr.King felt that blacks had not made enough progress toward civil
freedom

D) poverty was the biggest enemy of black progress

. Which of the following is NOT a fact stated in the passage?

A) On a proportional basis twice as many black men as white fought in
the Vietnam war.

B) Dr.King was shot by an assassin’s bullet when he was thirty-nine.

C) Most blacks during King’s lifetime did unpleasant work and were
poorly paid.

D) Dr.King understood what all blacks needed and what they could do
to get it.

. According to the passage, what was the main cause of inequality be-

tween blacks and whites in America?

A) The African past of the blacks.

B) The pouring into America of large numbers of poor people.

C) The blacks’ acceptance of the worst living conditions in the south.
D) The slavery of the past and the prejudice of whites in the present.

. Why did Rosa Parks refuse to give up her seat on the bus?

A) She was tired and angry that blacks always had to give up their seats
to whites.

B) She hated white people.

C) She wanted to start a protest movement.

D) Dr. King had asked her to refuse to give up her seat.

. Dr.King admired Gandhi because

A) he overthrew the British rule in India

B) Gandhi had used “nonviolent direct action” to win freedom for his
people

C) Gandhi would endure any amount of suffering for a worthy cause

D) Gandhi believed that the white race was evil and oppressive

. In Dr.King’s view, the main reason for the slow progress of black peo-

ple in gaining their social equality is that

A) the black people only employed violence in their struggle
B) the whites were unwilling to concede

C) the black people failed to use effective means
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D) they did not have a powerful leader

. The author gave us the example of the Montgomery bus boycott because

A) it was one of the greatest events of black struggle in history
B) it was a struggle led by Martin Luther King

C) it led to unity of purpose for the first time

D) it was meant to illustrate “nonviolent direct action”

. Which of the following is NOT a reason why Martin Luther King chose

to use nonviolent direct action against racial inequality?

A) He had a deep Christian faith.

B) He was a great admirer of Gandhi.

C) In his view, nonviolence was the best means to gain civil rights.
D) He was tired of the violence that prevailed in the United States.

Put the following into English.

1.

R RAMRENREZ B L 2B TH. (at the height of)
WA NS b4 i i, (stand against)

NG, BB ET RS — WM™, (share)
AAHERKFE, BAERTEEEIRA, (give way)

X B ANBIEERE I BT S AL ERKMBRE . (be used to)



2. Strength to Love (II)

Words to Know
threaten : /'@retn /- vt . B
bomb /bom / n. Y
equality /i ewoliti / n. Y%
worth /wal./ n. NME
character ; /'keerakta / n. MK
faith /feif / n. &=
leadership ~ /'liidefip / n. 9.9
coloured  /'kalad / a. EBBH
patience /'peifans / n.
possess /pa'zes / vt. fi8
injustice  /in'dzastis / n. FAW,FEEX

Martin Luther King won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 for his brave
leadership in the struggle for black equality in America. As you
will see in this extract , obtaining recognition of black civil rights
was a long struggle, one for which Martin Luther King eventually
paid the highest price.

J/{ he black people badly needed a strong leader who was not afraid.
t/ And Martin Luther King knew well what dangers threatened him
when he agreed to be their leader. But in church that Sunday he told his
people to love one another and to think kindly of their enemies. This wasn’t
easy in Montgomery. For most of the white people, and all of the police,

seemed to be their enemies.
But at last they proved their point.® The buses were no longer divided.

@ they proved their point: they proved they were right by using “nonviolent direct
action” to gain a victory in the struggle for civil rights
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The highest court in the land® decided that it was against the law to have
separate seats for black and white people on buses. The bus companies had
lost a lot of money.

But the trouble wasn’t over. Angry whites fired at the buses and at four
black churches in the town. A bomb was thrown at Dr. King’s house and
might have killed his family. The house of a white minister who agreed with

‘his black friends was also bombed.

In the next ten years Martin Luther King led the fight for full “civil
rights” for southern negroes. There were so many of them that they couldn’t
be defeated if they were determined to resist. He told them that if one hun-
dred thousand blacks marched in a procession to an important point in the
centre of a city they would make it impossible for the most stupid govern-
ment official to use weapons against them.

They went in large numbers and sat in restaurants where black people
weren’t welcome. They refused to leave until they were carried out by the
police. They went about teaching the people that they had a right and duty
to elect their own officials. Many of them were afraid of what would hap-
pen to them if they voted.

The southern whites grew angrier and angrier. In the state of Mississip-
pi alone more than forty civil rights workers, both black and white, were
murdered and no one was punished. More than fifty black churches were
burned or bombed. In one, four little girls were killed. The white people
were terribly afraid of what the black people would do when they discovered
their own strength.

For, as Dr.King said, much of the struggle for black equality had to be
fought by each black person inside himself. Each black man must say, “I am
somebody. [ am a person. I am a man of worth and honour. I have a rich
and noble history, however painful... that history has been.” Each man
must win his own right to be called a man in the nation that called him
“boy”. His father had always said to him, “Nobody can make a slave of you
if you don’t think like a slave.”

The strength of the civil rights movement was the nonviolent march.
Earlier, black leaders had fought for justice through the law courts, while
the people waited and hoped. The huge processions which King and his fol-
lowers led brought everyone on to the field of action. Even the children
marched to demand their rights as free people. Like their parents they were
arrested in very large numbers and were sent to prison. Dr. King was in
prison many times.

In 1963 he led a great march to the nation’s capital in Washington,

@® in the land; in the U.S.



