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Elizabeth Cady Stanton
MAN, WOMAN AND
ENFRANCHISEMENT

1868

I urge a sixteenth amendment because
“manhood suffrage” or a man’s government
is civil, religious, and social disorganiza-
tion. The male element is a destructive
force, stern, selfish, aggrandizing, loving
war, violence, conquest, acquisition,
breeding in the material and moral world
alike discord, disorder, disease, and death.
See what a record of blood and cruelty the
pages of history reveal! Through what slav-
ery, slaughter, and sacrifice, through what
inquisitions and imprisonments, pains and
persecutions, black codes and gloomy
creeds, the soul of humanity has struggled
for the centuries, while mercy has veiled
her face and all hearts have been dead alike
to love and hope!

The male element has held high carni-
val thus far; it has fairly run riot from
the beginning, overpowering the feminine

. 8 .
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element everywhere, crushing out all the
diviner qualities in human nature, until we
know but little of true manhood and woman-
hood, of the latter comparatively nothing,
for it has scarcely been recoghized as a
power until within the last century. Society
is but the reflection of man himself, untem-
pered by woman’s thought; the hard iron
rule we feel alike in the church, the state,
and the home. No one need wonder at the
disorganization, at the fragmentary condi-
tion of everything, when we remember that
man, who represents but half a complete
being, with but half an idea on every sub-
ject, has undertaken the absolute control of
all sublunary matters.

People object to the demands of those
whom they choose to call the strong-minded,
because they say, “The right of suffrage
will make the women masculine.” That is
just the difficulty in which we are involved
today. Though disfranchised, we have few
women in the best sense; we have simply
so many reflections, varieties, and dilu-
tions of the masculine gender. The strong,
natural characteristics of womanhood are

. 10 .
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repressed and ignored in dependence, for
so long as man feeds woman she will try to
please the giver and adapt herself to his
condition. To keep a foothold in society,
woman must be as near like man as possi-
ble, reflect his ideas, opinions, virtues,
motives, prejudices, and vices. She must
respect his statutes, though they strip her
of every inalienable right, and conflict with
that higher law written by the finger of God
on her own soul.

She must look at everything from its
dollar-and-cent point of view, or she is a
mere romancer. She must accept things as
they are and make the best of them. To
mourn over the miseries of others, the
poverty of the poor, their hardships in
jails, prisons, asylums, the horrors of war,
cruelty, and brutality in every form, all
this would be mere sentimentalizing. To
protest against the intrigue, bribery, and
corruption of public life, to desire that
her sons might follow some business that
did not involve lying, cheating, and a
hard, grinding selfishness, would be arrant
nonsense .

o ]2 .



Xt PR R BRI AN B e T, RO R B
BAFE, K AR ERIHEFENFLES
ANHBR. BEMSPILE, L NS AR
BEMLIR I A —HE, S pefih i AR WL A B
PLEERNAET . L ABFIMF B AH E
FxE, RE B AMET T A—VIRATHZFH
AR, 1 BB A G2 E AN S XA B 2L
ERETE T B E R R AR A

LM AL R R R 0 T & R AR
R EARBME—EBERREEE.
IR A Bl 2 52 A RS A 3T 50 Hufin LA
o BRREAMARARE, B ANRE, Rt
TIEESFBT K OB BT R B O R
FHR, BB RT RS MR TR R,
PIAEXBEHARTRBME T, BHRNAIE
&R B R RS I, R A E A WL T
TIRE M SRR A B IRAIK IR , XA T ESNH
SRR 2 AXERL B Z B FVERE LA, AR A R
EHEZ R,

C 13 -

I

%



