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Chapter 1

© . MR. SHERLOCK HOLMES HAS A %
. VISITOR |

Mr. Sherlock Holmes' was sitting one morn-
ing at the breakfast-table in his room in Baker
Street.? His friend Dr. Watson® was standing
- near the window, examining a walking-stick
“"" ~ which a visitor had forgotten the day before.
B “To Dr. Mortimer,* from his friends,” was
engraved upon it, with the date “1884.” Sher-
lock Holmes suddenly turned to Watson and

i~ is larger than a terrier and smaller than a @
. mastiff.” |
% “How do you know?’ asked Watson in
o “I examined that stick carefully and noticed
©  the marks of a dog’s teeth on it,” answered
- Holmes. “They are too broad for a terrier and
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not broad enough for a mastiff. Probably
thc dog often carries the stick behind its master.

25 I think it must be a spaniel, in fact it is a spaniel.”

"~ He had left the breakfast-table and was "
standing near the window as he said this.

I‘ - Watson looked at him in surprise and asked:-

“How can you be so sure of that?”
“For the simple reason that I see the dog

is ringing. I wonder why Dr. Mortimer wishes - .
to see Mr. Sherlock Holmes. Well, we shall
soon know. Come in,” he added, for there was
a knock at the door. |
A gentleman entered the room followed
by a brown spaniel. The visitor was a very
tall man, with a long nose like a beak, and grey

o 'ty_es that spa":‘-kled brightly from behind a pair

of' glasses. Though he was young his long back -
was already bowed. As he entered, his eyes

fell upon the stick in Holmes’s' hand, and he

ran towards-it with an exclamation of joy.

“I am so glad,” he said, “I did not know

where I had left it. Are you Mr. Sherlock

 Holmes?”

“Yes, Dr. Mortimer, and this is my Incnd;
Dr. Watson.”

at our door and I hear the bell which its master "

o
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“I am very glad to meet you, Mr. Holmes’.'-f‘_': ‘“

I have heard much about you and your friend.

I called on you last night, but unfortunatcly did
not find you at home.” -

Sherlock Holmes invited the visitor to _sit

down. When Dr. Mortimer was comfortably
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seated in an armchair, Holmes asked him abo'_'i""?‘?
the purpose of his visit.
- “I have come to you, Mr. Holmes, because
I have to solve an extraordinary problem, and
I cannot do it without your help.” .
~— “Then let us hear all about it,” said Holmes.
_“Dr. Watson is a professional brother of yours
gnd his presence may be useful to us.’ |
-~ Dr. Mortimer drew a folded sheet of paper
ﬁ'om his pocket and said: ‘“Here is an old man- |
" uscript belonging to the eighteenth century.
- The exact date is 1742, This family paper
was given to me by Sir Charles Baskerville!
of whose sudden and tragic death a few months =
ago you must have heard. I was his friend as
well as his doctor. He was a clever man, but
he believed the story told in this document and
his mind was always prepared for a traglc
death.”
Holmes looked attentively at the manuscript.
“It is a legend of some sort, I think,” he

said.
“Yes,” answered Dr. Mortimer, “it is an
old legend which is well known in the Baskerville
family.” '
“But I thought that you #wanted to consult
me on a more modern and pra.ctlcal matter.”
“Oh yes! The matter is most modern and
practical and must be decided in twenty-four
. hours. The manuscript i1s short and important
for the problem that I must solve. With your "
~ permission I shall read it to you.”
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