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INTRODUCTION

This is a revised edition of my Ph. D. dissertation in which the political
philosophy of Han Fei Zi will be discussed. It is divided into three parts,
which try to answer the following questions.

Part one focuses on the authenticity of the works of Han Fei Zi.

1. HOW WAS THE ISSUE OF AUTHENTICITY RAISED?

The question was raised in the 1920's by some scholars under the Western
intellectual influence with Prof. Rong Zhaozu as a leading exponent. They be-
lieved that ancient Chinese philosophy should be as consistent and systematic as
that in the West. Contrary to their expectation, they found that there existed
some inconsistencies in the book of Han Fei Zi. Then they inferred that there
must be some spurious chapters and words in the book. Therefore they spent
enormous energy in picking out those chapters they believed to be questionable
based on the so-called direct evidence and on the narrow concept of Legalism
defined by bibliographers in the Han Dynasty. Eventually, they concluded that
authentic chapters of Han Fei Zi were fewer than half of the fifty-five chapters
in the current edition. However, the direct evidence they used dated from the
Shiji. Furthermore, the Han Dynasty's bibliographic classification of Legalist
works should not be treated as an absolute standard. )

2. CAN AUTHENTICITY OF LITERATURE BE PROVED WITH-
OUT DIRECT EVIDENCE?

As far as Han Fei Zi is concemed, authenticity should be understood as a
dualistic concept of relative and absolute elements. When we say that authent-
icity of texts is relative, we mean that the evidence is usually indirect, that it



