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A Before Reading

1 Luok at the pretures 1n this book. Which picture de you like
best!
{a) Describe this picrure.
(b} Explain why you like this picture.

2 Guess what happens in the story. Make a st of six things.

My Notes:







1
A Job at the Library

Mr Cutter was very angry.

“Your exam results are terrible, Tom,” he said.

‘I passed my Art exam,’ said Tom, ‘Grade A

‘But you've failed your Histery, English, Biology,
Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry exams. Grade F’

“You don't understand, Dad,” said Tom. ‘I'm not inter-
ested in rhose subjects. I want ta be an artist. I'm going to
study Art and Photography at Silverton College.’

But there was bad news in a letter from Silverton

College.
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And the problem was — Tom hated school. He didn't
want to go back there.

“You'll have ta get a job, said Mt Cutter.

Tom was very unhappy.

‘1 don’t want to get a job,” he said, ‘I'm only seventeen.
I want to draw and rake photographs. One day I'll make a
lot of moncey bur —

‘Don’t be stupid!” said Mr Cucter. *“When you're young
you don't know what you want! Drawing is for children.
You must find a job or go back to school.’

Tom wrote letters to many companies. He asked cach
one of them for a job. He completed forty application
forms and reccived forty letters of rejection. There were
no jobs for Tom.

Then one day he got a letter from Silverton Public
Library. He had got a job as an assistant. They wanted
him to start straight away.

‘Excellent,” said Mr Cuteer. *This is a great opportunity.
You're going to start as an assistant. Bur in twenty years
you could be Chief Librarian.’

Tow’s new job was very easy. Silverton Public Library
was small and not very busy. The library was open all day,
but not many people came there. They came to take
books away to read at home. There were copies of news-
papers in the library too. Some people came each day to
read the newspapers.

Tom checked the names of the books people chose.
‘Then he wrote down the names of the people who were
borrowing the hooks.

Most of the time Tom sat at his desk and did nothing.
He thought about the fun his friends were having at
Sitverton College. Most of his friends were students at the
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college now. They rold Tom about the exciting parties
they went to. Tom was very jealous. He wanted to be wich
his friends.

Tom sometimes drew pictures of the people who camc
into the library. One day a girl came into the library
because it was raining. While she stood near the door
Tom tried to draw her. Suddenly she turned round and
saw him.

‘Why are you drawing me? she asked.

‘I don't have anything to do,” he said.

The girl smiled and walked across to where Tom was
sitting. She wus very pretty, with dark hair and brown
eyes.

‘I don't have anything re do either,” she said. ‘I never
have anything mreresting to do. But sometimes | make
my own clothes.’

‘Did you make that coat yourself?” Tom asked. ‘It looks
faneastic.’

Yes," she said. ‘1 haven’t gor much money. [ can't
afford to buy the clothes | like.

The girl's name was Rita Tatchi and she was seventeen
- the same age as Tom. She did not have a job und lived
with her father and her sister.

‘My parents were in a car crash a few years ago,’ she
said. ‘My mother was killed and my facher was badly
injured.’

‘I'm sorry to hear that, said Tom.

‘Dad was once an cngineer. But ic’s difficult for him to
find work now. He's going to get some money because he
was injured s the car crash. Bur he hasn’t got the money
yet.'

Rita looked around her. She saw the rows of books and
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