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THE HAN NATIONALITY

The Han nationality, with a population of about 936.7 million, is
the majority nationality in China. Distributed throughout the country,
it is most concentrated in the valleys of the Yellow River, Yangts
River, Pean River and the Liao Song Plain. The Chinese language
belongs to the Sino-Tibetan language family.

The Han nationality has a rich cultural heritage, distinctive
customs and a recorded history of 4000 years.

There are many colourful traditional festivals of the Han
naticnality. The most significant are the Spring Festival, the Lantern
Fastival, the Clear and Bright Festival, the Dragon Boat Festival,
the Double Seventh Festival (when according to legend Cowherd :
and Girl Weaver mest in Heaven), the Mid-Autumn Festival, the €
Double Ninth Festival, the Winter Solstice Festival, the Eighth Day
of the Twelfth Lunar Month Festival and the Kitchen God's Day.
Among these, the most important festival is the Spring Festival
(the Chinese New Year). According to folk customs, during the
Spring Festival, people usually paste couplets on thelr door panels,
put up posters of the Spring Festival, set off tirecrackers, pay calls
on each other, and engage in such activities as, play dragon
lanterns, perform lion dances, walk on stilts, go to flower markets
and watch ice lanterns. The Spring Festival symbolizes unity,
prosperity and hope for the coming year.
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