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—=Claudio Silvestrin

“When one actually sees the solidity of a
mountain or the vastness of the sea, when
one comes upon it sunddenly, there it is in
its monolithic presence. Everything,
including ones’'s own ego, has been
pushed aside, except the majesty of that

mountain or that sea. Such a sight absorbs
you completely — it is beauty itself. If you
are fortunate enough, think of a building
that absorbs you with the same intensity -
that building | call architecture; the others
are ncthing but edifices. * Claudio Silvestrin
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“The Minimum could be defined as the perfection an artifact acheives when it is no longer possible to improve it by subtraction.
This is the quality that on object has when every component, every detail, and every ]unctlon has been reduced or condensed to
the essentials. It is a result of the omission of the inessentials. ” John Pawson :
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/ Introduction

As architecture has evolved, certain ten-
dencies have been repeated and adapted
to the times. After periods of great
upheaval or excess, the architectural
focus changes and, usually, there is a
return to moderation. Ornamentation is
pushed aside and architects search for
the essential elements. The twentieth cen-
tury, guided by the Modern Movement,
experienced an identity crisis at the end
of the ‘60 that provoked the emergence
Minimalism  and Art.

of Pop

Later, and in complete contrast to
Postmodernism and Deconstructionism,
currents began to appear which turned
their back on trivial formalization.

For the minimalists, it meant going back
to the starting point in order to arrive at
the essence of architecture through mini-
mum gestures. Minimalism is not only
negation, subtraction and purity: it is
about reducing the creative process to
the basic concepts of light, volume and
mass. This austere and simple formaliza-
introduccion

introduccidén introduction

introduction introducci

introduction introduccidén introduction

tion, which some-times hides elaborate
technical construction, eliminates all
superfluous elements and results in a
clear, intense perception of the spaces.
This book is a journey through minimal-
ist architecture. It examines various proj-
ects, which are organized into three chap-
ters: homes, offices and public buildings
and shopping spaces. It will be easy to
find gaps in the book. This does not mean
that other designs have been rejected, for-
gotten or ignored. It is simply a question
of space. However, the projects included
in the book do share the desire to create a
defined architectural piece, whose mean-
ing does not depend on an associated dis-
course or a reflection on what has been
evoked or how it has been done. Rather,
the aim is to simply observe the designs
and the way they interact with their sur-

roundings.
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Na Xemena house

Na Xemena is located in the northeast of the
Mediterranean island of Ibiza, a privileged location for any
building. In this stark, rocky landscape by the sea, where
cliffs jut out into the Mediterranean, the architect establishes
a balance and a dialogue between the terrain and the
building. Equilibrium is architecture’s most seductive
and extraordinary quality - and the one that must last.

From the beginning, the plans for the building, involving
the choice of colors, materials, volumes and other
elements of construction, were fluid and natural.
Although the design has a rational base, the architect
did not impose a rigid geometrical scheme. The house is
planned so that it can be constantly expanded following
the pattern of the original nucleus. The interior rooms
have varying sizes and shapes and are added onto the
main body following an upward path.

The construction climbs up the rocky base as a simple,
compact whole running parallel to the shape of the cliff.
From the outside, the arrangement of the terraces and
the swimming pool leads the eye to the rotund shapes
of the house. The whole complex strives to be a logical
and unobtrusive extension of the landscape, in harmony
with its surroundings.

The clean, basic exterior walls are petforated in order
to capture light, following a natural order determined by
the interior arrangement of the rooms, where occupied

space predominates over empty space. The exterior

* colors were obtained from natural pigments: gray for the

floors and terraces and indigo for the vertical surfaces.
Three large windows made of iroco wood are embedded
in the walls, framing the panorama of the terraces and

swimming pool'. The pool appears as a sheet of water

that fuses with the sea. The interior walls, in white and

cobalt blue, act as a unifying element throughout the

house and are illuminated from abeve by skylights.







