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INTRODUCTION TO THE
PRESENT VOLUME

The first volume of the Inscriptions of Yunmeng
Bamboo Slips has come off the press. That volume
includes three 'parts: Chronicles of Qin, Instructions
of Teng—The Magistrate of Nan-lun, and Document
of Instructions[Yu Shu]. In the preface of the
volume are given the details concerned with the
editing and publishing of the first volume. Here
follows the second volume which includes the fourth
part of Inscription of Yunmeng Bamboo Slips, the
Fighteen Decrees of the State of Qin [Qin- lii- shi-
ba-zhong].

Eighteen Decrees of the State of Qin is the name
gi ven by the research workers ol the Inscriptions
of Yunmeng Bamboo Slips. The names for each of
the eighteen decrees, however, arc inscribed at the
end of the slips,such as Tian Li [Land Laws]. Jiu
Yuan Li [Laws of Stable and Pasture-garden].
Cang Liu [Laws of Storehouse]-.-

Eighteen [iecrees of the State of Qin.consists of
202 bamvoc olips altogether (slip No.068-—slip No.
268) . In subsiance each decree is extracts rather
than the complete form.
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Both the edition and translation are mainly
based on Bamboo Slips from the Qin Tombs at
Shui- hu-di ( Wen Wu Publishing House, 1978.pp.23-
111Y and Qin Tombs at Shui- hu-di. Yunmeng ( Wen
Wu Publishing House, 1981, Plates 57-73).

Eighteen Decrees of the State of Qin, as the
title indicates, is only concerned with the State of
Qin. The eighteen decrees are not those enacted
by the Empire of Qin after Qin Shi-buang (the
first emperor of the Qin Dynasty) had eliminated the
Six Kingdoms and annexed the Land Under the
Heaven( B, C. 221).

The 1hird and fourth volumes will be continued.
Thetrefore, the issues concerning the decrees of Qin
will be discussed later ig the other volumes.

We earnestly hope that kindly advice and
criticism will not be spared from ine readers.
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[l.H# TIAN LU.LAND LAWS ]
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When there is rain thatr makes deep mud in the
field, in which the weed is growing with the gmin-
plants, the number of qing of the land that has had
rain and where the weed and grain- plants have
grown should be reported w ith written .
notes.,and the number of qing of the land
that has been reclaimed but has not yet
planted should alsec be reported. When there
is rain after the plants are grown. the amount
of the rain and the number of aing of the
tand that has had rain should be reported too.
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When there is draught, heavy rain, flood,
locust or other disasters that harm :he plants.
the number of qing of the land that has been
de vastated should be reported. Courties that
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are located ncar the capital should send a scribe
who walks fast to bring the message.
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70 Counties that are far away from the capital should
send the message by way of the post road [to
reach] by the end of the eighth month,

K
Land Laws, Tian Liu
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071 In 1he sef.ond momh of spring, it is forbidden 1o
go to the mountains to cut wood and it s
forbidden to block the channels [ water courses].
Before the summer time it is not atlowed to burp
the grass for fertilizer, pluck plants [malin] that
have just sprouted.catch young annmals, bird eggs
or young birds, it is not aflowed 10.eaass
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net for birds or animals. This law will be in
force until the seventh month, Only when someeone
is dead is it allowed to cut wood for coffin no
matter what season it is. People who live near
corrals or other forbidden zone,
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are not to go hunting with dogs when the animals
breed. The dogs of the common people should not
be killed when they enter the forbidden zone
without chasing and catching the animals, but if
the dogs chase and catch the animals they shouild
be killed.
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The dogs that are killed in the specially guarded
area should be turned over to the higher authorities;
the dogs that are killed in other forbidden zone
may be eaten but the skin should be turned over.

M 1}
Land Laws, Tian Lu
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The quantity of fodder and stalk that should he
handed in is according to the number of qing of
the land cne has received no matter the land is
cultivated or not.3 dan [360jin] of fodder and 2
dan [ 240)in] of stalk should be handed in from
one qing. The fodder might be dry leaves or grass
and as long as it comes up to a sheaf # should
be received.

WAL PR
The fodder and stalk may be weighed where they
are collected.

il
Land Law. Tian Lu
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When the grain. fodder and stalk are taken down
from the logs and straw mattresses that are on
the hottom of the storehouse, the number of dan
of the grain and fodder should be reported to
the county azuthority immediately. The logs and
straw mattresses should not he used for other
things. they should be put on thce bottom of the
storehouse again to raise the grain and fodder.
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