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Speechs at the Opening
of the Seminar

Speech of Lord Justice Otton

Good morning. 1 am Philip Otton, a Judge. 1 will introduce to
you the participants in the seminar on the role of the Prosecution.

In any country the method in which the prosecution of offences
against the criminal law is conducted is very important. In England
and Wales, we have had a centralized, national prosecution service
for some years. Originally, it was locally based with the police hav-
ing direct access to solicitors for the purpose of presenting cases in
court. A commission was established to explore whether this
method was still appropriate, and the commission recommended
that there should be a centralized system, to be known as the
Crown Prosecution Service; the word “Crown” being synonymous
with the word “state”. It has a hierarchy headed by the Director of
Public Prosecutions, and there are local area offices throughout
England and Wales. The position in Scotland is quite different:
Scotland has had a national prosecution service, the Procurator Fis-
cal system, for hundreds of years.

We are going to hear this morning how the Crown Prosecution
Service operates in England and Wales. During this seminar we will
also hear how Procurator Fiscal system operates in Scotland , where
the role of the prosecutor has been markedly different from that in
England.
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I should now like to invite Mr. Wang Jin to say a few opening
remarks,and I will then introduce the members of the British team.
Before 1 do so I would like to say how pleased we are to be here. We
regard it as privilege to be in China, and to be able to demonstrate
to you face to face how our prosecution service works. But perhaps
more important we are here to learn how you handle the prosecu-
tion of criminals. We accept there is no monopoly of wisdom. We
have much to learn from you, and we hope that you might find

something that we present in this seminar of interest and use.

Speech of Mr. Wang Jin

Respected Lord Justice Otton, lLadies and gentleman.

First of all, T would like to extend warmest welcome to all
British gentlemen on behalf of the procurators of China and on be-
half of the Supreme People’s Procuratorate of China.

We all know that Great Britain enjoys a long history of the
rule of law and it has a highly developed legal system. Concepts, o-
riginating from Common law system, like the presumption of inno-
cence, the right of silence and discretion, are adopted by many
countries’ jurisdictions. Compared with the British legal system,
China also has a long history of law and an excellent history. We
have formulated our own legal system including the prosecution
system as the result of developments over thousands of years.

China’s prosecution system has developed very fast since
1979, that is after the Cultural Revolution. The Prosecutor’s Office
of China faces a lot of new problems since the amendment of crimi-
nal law and criminal procedural law. New challenges facing the Chi-
nese Prosecutors are the supervision of the prosecution and new tri-
al methods as just adopted. For any legal system to keep its vitali-
ty, it is important to absorb the experiences of others and to
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build on its own experiences. The Supreme People’s Procuratorate
of China has given great emphasis to exchange with counterparts in
other countries including the prosecution service in the United
Kingdom. In 1994, when we were entrusted by the National
People’s Congress to draft the Prosecutors Law of China, we had
invited prosecutors from other parts of the world including the
prosecutors from The United Kingdom to help us. Later, the prose-
cutors —general from Scotland and England were invited respective-
ly to Shanghai and Tianjin to give us their advice. In this January,
The Supreme People’s Procuratorate organised a group composed
of young prosecutors to go to Scotland and to England,as well as to
Northern Ireland, to study your judicial and prosecution systems.
And in the latter half of this January, The Supreme People’s Procu-
ratorate sent another group composed of young prosecutors to
Great Britain to study your experience in anti — corruption cases
and also in the use of criminal evidence in courts. Over the past
year, four prosecutors from different levels of the prosecutor’s of-
fice in China studied in the United Kingdom. For example, Mr.
Shang came back only last week from Great Britain.

The seminar on the prosecution service today symbolizes a new
step in the cooperation between China and Great Britain in the
prosecution field and law cooperation, so that we can learn from
each other and both benefit. Lord Justice Otton and other members
of the panel may have noticed that the audience present are all very
young, but these prosecutors are all the backbones of the prosecu-
tors office of all levels, and some of them have ever been to Great
Britain. So the Chinese procurators will treasure this opportunity to
share the experiences with you. Yesterday, we organised a tour of
the British colleagues to the National Prosecutor’s College and a lo-
cal prosecutor’s office. 1 think through these activities, our
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British colleagues will have an initial impression or understanding
of prosecution in China. I hope in the next two days, we will further
our exchange and understanding. 1 believe this seminar will be
crowned with success.

Speech of Lord Justice Otton:

Mr. Wang Jin, thank you very much for the compliments paid
to us. It has not escaped the notice of my colleagues that our aver-
age age far exceeds the average age of the audience. But in Britain,
and I believe in China, we believe that old men sometimes have a
little wisdom to pass on to the young. May I also thank you for or-
ganizing the visit yesterday. I know from talking to those who were
present that they found it a very interesting explanation,and it may
be a useful way of setting foundation for this morning’s discussion.

May I introduce first of all Mr. Garry Patten who sits on my
left here. Mr. Garry Patten is the Assistant Director of Casework
Services at the Crown Prosecution Service. He has the responsibili-
ty for commenting on the content of proposed legislation, and
preparing casework, policy and operational guidance for all the CPS
staff. He also co—ordinates the CPS’s contributions to international
initiatives affecting its strategic objectives,and reports to the Direc-
tor of Public Prosecutions, who is , of course, the most senior prose-
cutor in our country. He represents the United Kingdom at the
Council of Europe,and on the Committee for Experts on the Role of
the Public Prosecutor.

Sitting next to him is Mr. Robin Booth. He is the second mem.-
ber of the English team. He practised as a private solicitor before
joining the Crown Prosecution Service. He is now the Assistant
Chief Crown Prosecutor responsible for the F raud Division, which
handles serious fraud and corruption cases. He has extensive train-

ing experience both as a lecturer and an organizer of training



