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Romeo meets Juliet at night
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Juliet goes to Friar Lawrence for help
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Romeo and Juliet lie together in the tomb
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Mercutio fights Tybalt
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Macbeth and Lady Macbeth become King and Queen

Zhalif L AOMEAARAD LIS (5LF 4647 7)



0 e

?\““ camsccsc,

e o e T s ey e e

Macbeth sees Banquo’s ghost
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Lady Macbeth walks in her sleep

LAt kA E

4‘}}1

(i)




King Lear’s three daughters
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Edgar finds Lear in the storm
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Introduction

William Shakespeare

The most famous writer of plays in the English language
was born in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1564, six years after
Elizabeth 1 became Queen of England. We know him as
the writer of thirty-nine plays, of which at least thirty-four
are still regularly seen on the stage. We believe that he
was also the poet who wrote 154 sonnets (fourteen-line
poems), many of great beauty, and some longer poems.

Rather surprisingly, we don’t know very much about
the man himself. We think he went to the grammar school
in Stratford. If so, he probably had a good education,
especially in Latin. The next thing we know is that he
married Anne Hathaway in 1582, and they had three
children: Suzanna (born in 1583) and a boy and a girl
(Hamnet and Judith) born at the same time in 1585.

After that, we know nothing until 1592, when he was
already writing successful plays in London. We don’t
know when he went there. By 1597, Shakespeare had
made enough money as a writer and actor to buy New
Place, the largest house in Stratford. Perhaps he retired to
New Place in 1610, but he continued to write plays. He
died at Stratford in 1616.

We know much more about the plays than we know
about the writer. For four hundred years people have
been studying every word that Shakespeare wrote, as well
as millions of words that others have written about him
and his times,
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