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Chapter 1
We decide to go on holiday

here wers four of us — George, and William Samuel
T Harris, and myself, and Montmorency. We were sit-
ting in my room, and we were smoking and talking about how
bad we were — ill, I mean, of course.

We were cll feeling in poor health, and we were getting quite
worried about it. Harris said that he felt really bad sometimes,
and he did not know what he was doing. And then George said
that he felt bad, too, and that he did not know what he was do-
ing either. With me it was my hecart. I knew it was my heart
because I hal read something in a magazin: about the symp-
toms of a bad heart. [ had all of them.

It 1s a most extraordinary thing, but every time I read about an
illness, I realize that | have it 100 — and that my symptoms are very

bad! In fact, my health has always been a worry, | remember. . .

One day | had a little heaith problem, and | went to the
British Museum Library to read about it. | took the book
off the library sheilf, and | began to read. After some time,
| turned over the page and | began to read about another
iliness. | don’t remember the name of the iliness, but |
know it was scmething really terrible. | read about half a
page— and then | knew that | had that disease too.

| sat there for a time, cold with horror. Slowly, | began
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to turn over more pages. | came to a disease which was
worse than the last one. | began to read about it and, as |
expected, | had that disease too. Then | began to get
really interested in myself, so | went back to the beginning
of the book:. | started with the letter ‘a’ and | read from
‘a’ to ‘2’ [ found that there was only one disease which

| did not have. This made me a littie unhappy. Why didn’t
| have that disease too?

When | walked into that reading— room, | was a
happy, healthy young man. When | left | was a very sick
man, close to death. ..

But | was talking about my heart— nobody understood
how ill | really was. | had this bad heart when | was a
boy. It was with me all the time. | knew that it was my
heart because | had all the symptoms of a bad heart. The
main symptom was that | did not want to work. Of course,
nobody understood that the problem was my heart.
Doctors were not so clever then. They just thought that |
was lazy!
~ ‘Why, you lazy boy, you, ’ they used to say. ‘Get up and
do some work for once in your life! ' They did not
understand that | was ill.

And they did not give me medicine for this illness — they
hit me on the side of the head. it is very strange, but those
blows on my head often made the illness go away for a
time. Sometimes just one blow made the sickness
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disappear and made me want to start work

immediately. . .

Anyway, that evening, George and William Harris and I sat there for
half an hour, ard described our ilinesses to each other. I explained to
George and Wiiliam Harns how | felt when I got up in the moming.
William Harris told 1s how he felt when he went 15 bed. Then George
stood in front ¢f the fire, and, with great feeling, he showed us how he
felt in the mght.

George always thinks he is ill, but really, there is never any-
thing the matter with him, you know.

At that moment Mrs Poppets, my housekeeper, knocked on the
door. She wanied to know if we were ready to have supper.

We smiled sadly at each other, and then we said that perhaps
we should try to eat something. Harris said that a little food
helped to prevent illness. So Mrs Poppets brought the supper
in. We sat down ai the table, and for half an hour we managed
to play with some steak and chips — and with a large cake that
Mrs Poppets had made.

When we had made ourselves eat something, we [illed our
glasses, and we lit our pipes. Then we began to talk about our
health again. We were not quite sure what was the matter with
us. However, we were all quite certain of ore thing - we had
been doing tco much work.

‘We need a rest, *Harris said.

‘A rest and a change, ’ George added.
6
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I agreed with George, and I said that perhaps we could go to
the country. We could find a nice, quiet place and we could sit
in the warm summer sun. We could go somewhere peaceful, far
away from other people.

Harris said that he thought that would be awful. He added
that he had been to a place like that once. Everyone went to
bed at eight o’ clock, and he had to walk for an hour to buy
cigarettes and a newspaper.

‘No, ’Harris said. ‘If you want a rest and 2 change, then the
sea is best.’

I said that this was a terrible idea. A sea trip is fine if you
are going for a month or two — but not for a week. I know

what it is lik=. . .

You start out on Monday and you think that you are going
to enjoy yourself. You wave gcodbye happily to your
friends. You walk up and down on the ship, like Captain
Cook, Sir Francis Drake or Christopher Columbus. On
Tuesday you wish that you had not come. On Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday you wish that you were dead. On
Saturday you are able to drink something. You begin to
smile a litlle at the kind people who ask you how you
are. On Sunday you start to walk again, and you eat a
little. And on Monday morning, as you stand and wait to
get off the ship —you begin to enjoy yourself.

| remember that a friend of mine once took a short sea
trip from London to Liverpool for his health. He bought a

8
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return ticket, but, when he got to Liverpooi, he soid it and
he came back by train. ..

So 1 was against the sea trip - not for myself, you understand.
I am never seasick. But I was afraid for Georye. George said he
would be fine. In fact, he said he would qu:te like it, but he
thought that Harris and I would both be ill. Harris said he was
never seasick. In fact, he had often tried to be ill, but he had
not succeeded. It is very strange, but, when you are on land,
you never meet anybody who has ever been :easick!

So George said, ‘ Well, Ie1” s go up the river, then.” He
added, ‘We’ Il have fresh air on :he river. The hard work on
the boat will make us hungry, so we’ ll enjoy our food. We’ Il
sleep well, to. ’

Harris repiied, *Well, you never have any trouble sleeping,
anyway . In fact, you’ re always going 1o sleep!

But, in the end, Harris agreed that it was a good idea. ]
thought that it was a good idea, t0o. The only one who did not
like the idea was Montmorency.

‘It’ s different for me, ' his face said. * You like it, but I
don’ t! There’s nothing for me t¢ do. I don 't smoke. 1 don’ t
like looking at the trees and the flowers, and when I'm asleep
you’ll play about with the boat and ['ll {all over the side!’

Montmorency’ s idea of a good time is to collect together all
the most awful dogs he can {ind and then go round the town,
looking for cther awful dogs to fight.

But we were three to one, so we decided ‘0 go anyway.

10



=REFZ AL

—~ZF

A—RA YN, R EEERE ERAC |

HBAKEERET .

B, B G & i bR — -4 R
EHARRYRA T, REMERZHE, #
BHOFE. TRAHNER I, 2R
EREMNEE, LA b dary B &%
{8l TR BLET U6 M MR R BN, H TN, f
BIRAR R, PR B AR, Rk,
FERG b, R B R B R AN A OB A,

TRIG R WP, D B AT 1 B
M7 SR A B B A, N R R
M, — LR T X FERE I T B e
R,

MEYTEE W RN AEREY
BHE. B TR, R R B S aaEm .

Aut, Wy B B 6 B X4 18 R4,
RUANEANAGE T M- L E 004
EMRTM.

RIS MR " TEY - aA,
HREOIER, KA AFEK W LRt 4R
HF. BRXAHE. XAEKRE (F 2 00,
W, BLE, REERHEBEMRIDE 43
WA I, REBHTE M

TR FERBMELRALI RS
BIRR MR (e bR LR 3R Y 4 - e
B F R

Wa, S BRATERERE A T .

11

|
|

seasick adj. sick. inclined
to vomit, from the motion
of a ship. B # 4, fresh
adi. newly made; cool . B
B RE, awful adj.
terrible; {( collog.) wvery
bad . LI MR,




’\#rg Three Men in a Boat

Chapter 2
We start to make plans

e pulled out the maps and we discussed plans.
W We decided to start oa the following Saturday. Har-
ris and I would go down to Kingston in th= morning and take
the boat up to Chertsey, but George could not leave the City
until the afternoon. ( George goes to sleep at a bank from ten
o clock unt:l four o’ clock from Monday t¢: Friday. On Satur-
day they wzke him up and put him out onio the street at two
o’ clock. }Sc. George was going to meet us at Chertsey.

The next question was where to sleep at night.

George and I did not want to sleep in hotels at night. We
wanted to sleep outside. * How beautiful, * we said, ‘in the
country, by the river, with the birds, the [lowers and the trees
all around us!’

I can imagine 1t easily. . .

At the end of the day, night comes and the world is
peaceful and calm. Qur little boat moves silently into some
quiet little corner on the river. There we put up our tent,
and we cook and eat our simple supper. Then we fill our
pipes and we sit and talk quietly. Sometimes we stop for
a moment or two and we listen to the water as it plays
gently against the boat. The silver moon shines down on
us and our heads are full of beautiful thoughts. We sit in

12
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silence for a time. We do not want to speak. Then we
laugh quietly, put away our pipes, say ‘Goodnight’ and go
to bed. The peaceful sound of the water against the boat
sends us to sleep —and we dream. We dream that the

world is young again. . .

‘And what about when it rains?’ Harris said.
He was right. When it rains, you do not enjoy living in
tents.

I thought about it again. . .

It is evening. You are very wet. There is a lot of water in
the boat and everything in it is wet, too. You find a place
on the river bank which is not as wet as other places. You
get out of the boat, pull out the tent, and two of you try to
put it up. Because it is wet, it is very heavy. And then it
falls on top of you. You cannot get it off your head, and
you get angry. All the time it is raining heavily. It is
difficult tc put up a tent in good weather . In wet weather it
is almost impossible. The other man does not help you. He
starts. to play about. You get your side of the tent up and
begin to tie the ropes to the ground. Just then he pulls the
tent from his side, and he destroys all ycur hard work.
‘Here! What do you think you’re doing?’ you call out.
‘What are you doing, you mean, 'he answers angrily.
‘Don’t pull it! You’ve got it all wrong, you stupid

14



