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SYNOPSIS

This illustrated book gives an introduction to the history of deve-
lopment of ancient Chinese weapons in the period from the primitive so-
ciety to the late years of the Qing dynasty (before 1840), using ancient
weapons in archaeological findings obtained over a long time ,especially
since the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949 as the main
data and referring to the related records in ancient papers.

The book begins with Yang Hong’s article “Review the History of
Ancient Chinese Weapons Research”,which serves as both the outlines
and the preface of this book. It is then divided into 12 chapters in chro-
nological and dynastical sequence from the primitive society to the Qing
dynasty . The 12 chapters are divided into two parts with the use of gun-
powder in military affairs as rhe demarcation line. The first eight chap-
ters form the first part entitled “Age of Cold Weapons ”. The second
part is composed of the last four chapters under the title” Age of Cold
Weapons and Firearms” . Each chapter is divided into sections in
accordance with the varieties of the main weapons of various dynasties.
The weapons used by minority nationalities in remote areas during the
Former Qin dynasty and Western Han and Eastern Han dynasties are
dealt with in a seperate section for ,unique in manufacture and shape,
they belong to a different system as compared with weapons made in
central China. In the introduction , attention is given to covering the in-
tegrity of the weapons of each dynasty as well as to the continuity in the
development of each weapon itself. Therefore, every chapter is an inde-
pendent article whilst a component part of a complete book of the histo-
ry of Chinese weapons . The thirteenth chapter is entitled”Warships in
Ancient China”, which is specially devoted to the introduction of the de-
velopment history.of warships in ancient China. It is a supplement to the
previous twelve chapters.

The book collects 1065 pictures, many of which are precious ones
published for the first time. The book proper has 150,000 words. Except
for the introductory article “Review the History of Ancient Chinese
Weapons Research”, every chapter and section is preceded by a sum-
mary giving separate introduction to every kind of weapon in each dyn-
asty . Each picture has brief notes for the weapon it presents.

At the end of this book are two appendixes:

1. "Picture Index” which indicates the place of excavation and the
references of the weapon in each picture.

2. Conversion table of length, capacity and weight of ancient China.
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