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ABSTRACT

From the angle of cultural conformity, focusing on vari-
ous ties between Chinese characters and Chinese culture, the
book reveael systematically the occuring and developing rules
of Chinese characters shape; Explained in depth the mould-
ing and maintaining system at the bottom of Chinese
Characters’ unique visual shape. On many sides of Chinese
Characters study, such as academic discovery, mode of

thinking and ways of expressing, the book was fully orginal.
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Chinese Philological Study——The

Enchanting Historical Subject

(General Introduction)

The first series of The Series of the New View on Chi-

nese Philological Study drew much attention since it came in-

to scene. It was spoken high by the media and was chosen as
textbooks by some colleges and universities. Moreover, it
was nominated for The Third National Books Award. Many
colleagues home and abroad hope to join in us. Now the sec-
ond series comes into being after year’s careful selection.

A series book makes a good view and a question of study
triggers many deep considerations.

The first consideration is the difficulty of publication.

Sign with emotion for being tough in publications can
frequently be heard in the academic circles, on the contrary,
it's hard for the publishing circle to get good manuscripts.
The solution to this problem is that publishing and academic
circles should joint hands to take it serious to contribute more
exquisite books to readers. At the beginning plan of The Se-
ries of the New View on Chinese Philological Study, we de-

cided to start at a high point. On our way to the top, al-
though we are still far from it, we will go on the path.

The second consideration is how new achievements can
be made in Chinese characters studies.

China is a great nation with a long history and unique

culture. Chinese character is by itself a great creation. To

. AN WL A W M S



-t

£ 5t PR N -

study it, we should diversify the approches and focus on the
construction of ontological philology, from the description,
interpretation and summarization of the generation of Chinese
character to a deeper level of theorization.

The first series intended to confine the field of study and

distinguish itself by its broadness. The Comprehensive Study

on Chinese Character Culture dealt with the methodololgy of

the study on Chinese character; Chinese Character and Cal-

ligraphy Culture underwent the cultural pursuit on the calli-
graphical style and character formation; The Character Sys-
tem in Shuo Wen Jie Zi and China Ancient History (In 1999
the title was changed into Approaches to the Study of the

Character System in Shuo Wen Jie Zi) scanned the genuine

features of Chinese character; Chinese character and Confu-

cian Thought intended to start a dialogue between characters
and philosophy and Confucian classics. The first series, in a
word, underwent a cultural study on literature, history, phi-
losophy, Confucian classics and art in the light of the system
of Chinese Characters.

The second series distinguishes itself by the specification
and depth of the study. The Study on the Lesser Seal Char-

acters in Shuo Wen Jie Zi made a systematic approach on the

development from the lesser seal character to the regulated

character; The Study on the characters on Silk found at Ma

Wang Dui concentrates on an exhaustive analysis of the for-

mation of the characters on silk; The Morphology of Chinese

Characters traces and foresees the form and formation of Chi-
nese characters. The second series constructs the morpholog-
ical system of Chinese characters.

21’st century will be the age of the Intellectual Eco-
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