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ABSTRACT

The Chawuhu ravine is located at the southem foot of the Tianshan, or Heavenly
Mountains, to the north of Jueluntuergen village, Haermodun township, Xinjiang Uygur Au-
tonomous Region. Near this ravine several large cemetenies are distnbuted at the Gobi plat-
form. Ancient tombs, discovered in 1983 by the researchers of the Xinjiang Institute of Cul-
tural Relics and Archaeology, are closely packed and regularly distributed across the area.
They are marked by a variety of triangular, elliptical, and mund pebble enclosures, and by
pebble mounds. Between 1986 and 1989, 448 tombs were excavated,yielding more than 4000
artifacts in many categories. Subsequent research suggests that the tombs were part of a clan
communal cemetery of the primitive society and the discovery was named “the Chawuhu
Culture” , dating from the Bronze Age to the early In Age in Xinjiang.

The tombs are all situated at the Gobi platfiorm by the gully, aranged from the low to
the high land. The tombs are mainly stone shafi tombs with stone enclosures on the ground
around the tombs. The shape of the enclosures changed through time, the earliest being thin
triangles with eurved sides, then ellipses, then mund enclosures, and finally pebble mounds
erected on the tombs.The tomb chambers also varied with the enclosure shapes. The stone
chambers ranged from shallow 10 deep, with entrances on two ends of the chamber, one en-
trance on one end or bag — shaped with no entrance to straight walls with no cover stones.
Contracted burials and secondary burials are common, and collective burials are more preva-
lent than single burials. Some tombs were built for adults,and others for children. The later
period at the site include children buried at the side of their parents’ tombs. The skeletons
are well preserved and anthropological studies show that the skeletons have evident European
racial characteristics. At cemetery No. 4, skull perforation (trephination) is common, usually
taking the form of one mound pedoration about 1 em. in diameter, often accompanied by
chopping and cutting damage. It is believed that these trephined holes were meant as a sur-



gical therapy, though the ireatment possibly also had magical connotations. At the northem
part of this cemetery, most of the tombs have pits with homse sacnfices 1o the northwest of the
stone enclosures; these usually include only heads, hooves,or pieces of legs. Ribs of a small
Ohwis sp. with a bronze knife in them is often buried as sacrifice in the tomb chamber. This
area to the north of the cemetery also includes sacrificial altars were erected on a higher
platform .

Pottery vessels are common as grave-goods, the most common shape being the spouted
jar with one handle.Painted ceramics are plentiful and have different patterns. Typological
studies show that pottery changed through time,with different periods showing their own repre-
sentative vessel shapes and decoration. Bronze objects are the second most numemus category
of the unearthed grave — goods: these include knives, drills, curb bits and arrow heads, a-
mong other objects. While the ceramies have their own strong local style, the bronze obiects
share many characteristics with their counterparts in the northem grasslands. Besides pottery
and bronze objects, many stone, wood and bone artifacts have been excavated, as well as a
few objects of gold, silver, iron, and shell.

This archaeological report is organized in three sections: the preface, the main body,
and the conclusion. The main body includes ten chaplers: the first six chapters Completely
and systematically introduce the five excavated cemeteries and their tombs and burial objects,
and the last four chapters (and the conclusion) discuss the cultural characteristics, periodiza-
tion and dating of the cemeteries and the anthropological characteristics of the deceased.

The present stnudy shows that the Chawuhu Culture bears signs of a livestock farming e
conomy , although hunting and gathering may still have played an important part. The Chawuhu
Culture appears to have lasted for 500 years, from about 1000 to 500 B.C, and can be di-
vided into three periods. The excavation of these cemeteries marks a new milestone in the
history of archaeological studies in Xinjiang.

This report was written and edited by Hejing Archaeological Team, Xinjiang Institute of
Cultural Relics and Archaeology, the Chief Editor was Mr.Wang Mingzhe and Ceputy Chief
Editor was Mr.Lii Enguo.
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