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PREFACE

This book is a Proceedings of The National Symposium on the Design of
Library Buildings (1990) and The Symposium on Future Libraries and their
Buildings (1991),lts title ,On Design of Library in China: The Present and the
Future, expresses the theme of the symposiums ,that is, we should base our
library architectural designing upon the situations in China and, at the same
time,always have the future in mind.

The book will provide its reader with a general view of the design of library
buildings in present China and with something about the foreign research in this
field and the trends in the contemporary world, We hope that it will make its
contribution to promoting the research work on library buildings and to
improving the qualities of library construction.

The National Symposium on the Design of Library Buildings was held at
Ningbo University in May, 1990 by the Chinese Society of Library Science and the
Chinese Architecture Society. lts theme was that design of library extensiion of
library, buildings should be based upon the actural conditions in China. All the
76 papers of the symposium are included in this book,and they are arranged in
the followingorder; general discussion, -the cooperation of the librarian and the
architect, design consulting.functions and models,environmental design and aes-
thetics,public library,college library .extension of library, building structure ,and
the Chinese versions of foreign papers. Some papers had originally had photos
and drawings,of which, only those closely related to the content of the paper and
easy to be copied are included in the book.

The Symposium on Future Libraries and their Buildings was held at Daging
Library in Oct. 1991 by the Buildings and Equipment Section of CSLS and
Heilongjiang Provincial Society of Library Science. This book includes the
summary, the proposal.13 papers. as well as the lectures by and an interview
with Mr. P. J. Th. Schoots, the director of Rotterdam Municipal Library in
Netherlands. He was member of the Executive Boord of IFLA and the chairman
of the Buildings and Equipment Section of IFLA . At the invitation of CSLS. he
first visited China in 1985 and gave lectures on library building. In the appendix,
we include the excerpt of one of his lectures given in Shanghai. Problems of

Contemporary Library Buildings.



In the appendix, the bock includes the list of the companies and factories
participating in the national exhibition of library facilities and the list of the prod-
ucts recommended by the experts at the exhibition, which was on during the
same time when the symposium was held in Ningbo.

There is also an index to the published papers on library buildings from 1949
to 1991 in China. The index was made by ChenShengli of Inner Mongolia Univer-
sity. lts addition was later made by Zhou Weisun of Zhejiang School of Hydraulic
Engineering.

In Oct. 1991 at one of its conferences in Daqing,the Library Buildings and
Equipment Section of CSLS made the decision of having this collection edited and
published. Li Minghué has been entrusted with this job, which has been carried
out under the guidance of the section and of the Heilongjiang Provincial Society of
Library Science and with the help of the Archixec-tu:e Department of Zhejiang
University. Li Minghua and Sheng jihuang are responsible for editing the first
part, with the assistance of Zhang Yufeng, Zhou Weisun and Ma Shuigeng. Yu
Tienan is responsinble for editing the second part; with rthe assistanceof Li
Xiuyu, Xia Hongchuan and Bi Honggiou. Li Minghua is the chief editor of the
whole book. .

Profound gratitude must be expressed to the Architectural Engineering

College and the Publishing House of Zhejiang University for their subport in
getting the book published.
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