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To the Learner

ADVANCED READINGS IN JAPANESE is designed to enable you to enjoy reading freely. The
selections are taken from newspapers, magazines and novels to provide you with insight into Japan-
ese society and how Japanese think. The selections should take between three and ten minutes to
read. The text can be used in class or by students who are studying on their own.

The text is comprised of thirty essays divided into three parts: Steps 1, 2 and 3. Step 1 con-
tains short selections(350 ~ 600 characters). Step 2 contains longer selections(700~ 1200 charac-
ters). Step 3 contains the most challenging selections (1300~ 2000 characters). You may start with
any essay, depending on your interests and time.

This text can be most effectively utilized by following these procedures:

Step 1

. Simple questions < are listed at the beginning. Discuss these topics with your classmates or
think about them on your own before you begin reading.

2. When reading the selections, refrain from using a dictionary or the vocabulary list at the end
of the book. Some texts are accompanied by questions Yt for which you are provided multiple
choice answers, while others require that you think of the sequences of the essays while you
read. Answers are listed at the bottom of the page.

3. You can use the questions 4 to check whether you have understood the material.

Steps 2 and 3

1. Use the to discuss the themes with your classmates or think about them on your
own before reading the selections.

2. Try to guess what the selections are about by previewing the_] Keywords jand looking up their

meanings if necessary.

3. First try to read the selections without using a dictionary or the vocabulary list. You can read
the selection several times if necessary.

4. Try to answer ABDME (Questions about Content) I without looking at the text to verify if
you understand the gist of the selection.

5. Next, check the important points concerning each section and the entire selection by using the
REB DM (Questions about Content) Il and after. If necessary, read the selection again.

6. In BIROMM (Word Exercises) you can verify whether you understood the meanings and
usage of vocabulary that appears in the text.

“Information provided at the end of the book

Answers: Sample answers to questions in each lesson of Step 1, and answers to RIE O RIH
(Questions about Content) and BIRDPIME (Word Exercises) in Steps 2 and 3.

Vocabulary lists: English translations of vocabulary above Level 1 on the Japanese Proficiency
Test. The words are listed in the order they appear in the text for each lesson. Words in bold print
are .

Text data: Total number of characters in selections and percentage made up by kanji.

* Kanji readings: We have provided readings for all kanji above levei 2 on the Japanese Profi-
ciency Test, as well as for kanji not contained in the 500 BASIC KANJI BOOK (Bonjinsha Press).

You can benefit even more from this text by discussing or writing about your own experiences
and ideas as they relate tc the essays. We hope anyone who wants to become more familiar with

writings in Japanese, learn lots of vocabulary or read articles to learn about Japanese thinking and
society will use this book.
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