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Preface

Guangdong province is located in the south of China, with Five Ridges bef
hind and South China Sea in front. It has a long history, long-term communi-
cation and trade on the sea. Foreign economical and cultural exchange has
been active in Guangdong. It is also one of the origins of social reform and rev-
olution in modern history. Therefore, cultural cultural relics are rich in Guang-
dong. According to the Law on the Protection of Cultural Cultural relics, the
policy of considering protection as the principal thing and rescue as the first
thing and the principle of effective Protection, reasonable utilization and
weighted management, the historical responsibility of people working in muse-
ums is to investigate, collect, protect, and study cultural relics in order to
make active use of cultural relics.

Guangdong Provincial Museum began to be set up in July 1957, and
opened to the public on October 1st, 1959, the tenth anniversary of the found-
ing of the People’s Republic of China. As a local comprehensive museum,
Guangdong Provincial Museum began to collect and protect cultural relics from
then on. The leaders of the Central Party Committee and Guangdong govern-
ment have paid close attention to the museum. In 1950s, being short of foreign
exchange, Cultural Cultural relics Bureau of the Ministry of Culture still allo-
cated foreign exchange to buy cultural relics in Hong Kong and gave them to
our museumn. Distant Mountain and Lake by Yan Zong, an artist of Guangdong
in early Ming Dynasty, porcelain Buddha of Chaozhou ware are among them.
All these are treasures of Guangdong. From 1961 to 1963, Guangdong govern-
ment allocated our museum more than 160,000 Yuan to buy more than I, 600
pieces of paintings and calligraphy, pottery and porcelain, etc. Most of them
are of first class, such as Arhat Taming Tiger of Song Dynasty, Picture of Dou-
ble Eagles by Lin Liang of Ming Dynasty, Pine Tree and Crane by Lin Liang
and Portrait of Buddha by Wu Wei. In 1970, Guangdong government allocated



more than 300,000 yuan to buy more than 20,000 pieces of cultural relics from
Guangdong Pottery and Porcelain Import & Export Corporation and gave them
to our museum. We also got thousands of cultural relics from Guangdong Cul-
tural Bureau and Guangdong Cultural relics Administration Committee. The
Palace Museum of Beijing, Shanghai Cultural relics Administration Committee
and Shanghai Museum have supported our museum selflessly a great quantity
of cultural relics. Guangdong Cultural relics Shop and Guanzhou Cultural
relics Shop take providing cultural relics to museums as their responsibility.
From this, our museum laid foundation of collection.

Many well-known personages and collectors contributed cultural relics
which they had kept for many years to our museum. Since 1964, Mr. Shang
Chengzuo, a professor of Zhongshan University, had donated 374 pieces cultur-
al relics, including calligraphy, painting, pottery and porcelain, ink slab and
so on. Among them, there are a calligraphy album of Three masters of Lingnan
and works of Lan ying, Dong Qichang, Lai Jing, Shi Tao, Yang Wencong,
etc. Mr. Cai Yucun, the former vice curator of our museum, donated 96 pieces
of cultural relics including Porcelain Pillow with design of monk Xuanzang of
Tang Dynasty Fetching Buddhist Scriptures, Cizhou ware of Yuan Dynasty.
Mr. Wei Jinfei, the former vice governor of Guangdong Province, donated 14
pieces, including an underglazed red vase of Qianlong reign. Mr. Wu Nan-
sheng, the chairman of Guangdong Political Consultative Conference, con-
tributed 18 pieces, including Picture of Peaks Covered with Snow of Northern
Song Dynasty. Mr. Jin Ming, the former secretary of Zhongnan Bureau, do-
nated 6 pieces, including blue glazed pot with double animal heads of Qianlong
reign. Mr. Chen Shuren’s 188 paintings were donated to our museum by his
daughter. Mr. Pan Runxiang, a collector, donated 169 pieces, including
enamel bronze tripod with three legs. Friends from other provinces donated a
lot of cultural relics. Mr. Sun Yufeng, a member of Shanghai Political Consul-
tative Conference, donated 49 pieces of calligraphy and paintings. Mr. Gu Li-
jiang, a collector of Shanghai, donated 319 pieces of ceramics of Ming and
Qing Dynasties, such as white glazed dish of Xuande reign. Mr. Lu Guojun,
former vice governor of Jiangsu Province, donated 12 fine works of calligraphy

and painting, which enriched greatly the collection of our museum. Compatri-



ots of Hong Kong, Macao and overseas donated cultural relics to our museum
as well. Liu Mengjin’s stone tablet and Xu Zhisong’ s tablet of Sui Dynasty
were donated separately by Hong Kong scholar, Mr. Jian Youwen and Mr. He
Xian, a well-known personage of Macao. Mr. Luo Yuanjue, a learned man of
Hong Kong donated 22 pieces, such as pottery tripod with three legs of Han
Dynasty. Mr. Li Weiguang from Hong Kong donated 1, 335 ancient coins, in-
cluding 1,045 silver coins. Mr. Liang Yisong, the chairman of Singapore Col-
lector Association, donated 6 pieces. Green glazed bowl with fish design is one
of them. Mr. Gong Zhenqi from American, donated 56 pieces, including
cuimao glazed bottle with two handles of Shiwan. Mr. Edwin, from Indonesia
and Mrs. Valdes from Philippines donated respectively ancient export porce-
lain of Guangdong. They are the witnesses of the silk road on the sea. Their
donations reflect friendship between Chinese and foreign people.

Unearthed cultural relic plaid an important role in the collection of our
museum. Before liberation, it was regarded in academic field that there was no
cultural relic of remote antiquity left over in Guangdong. People have changed
their viewpoints after decades years’ investigation, excavation and the rich
material obtained. The discovery of the skull of Maba Man convinces that our
ancestors had been living in Guangdong since more than 100,000 years ago.
More than 400 ruins of Neolithic Age had been found in Guangdong. A large
quantity of cultural relics were unearthed in the most famous Shixia ruins of
Maba, Qujiang, such as cooking wares, eating and drinking wares and various
kinds of well-polished stoneware. Then Shixia Culture is named. Archeologists
and historians had discussed the important subject whether there was a Bronze
Age in Guangdong’s history. After liberation, bronze wares were discovered in
Guangdong. There are more than 500 ruins being discovered. It was in the
spring of 1962 that 25 pieces of bronze wares of Spring and Autumn Period were
unearthed in Matou Gang, Sankeng of Qingyuan, attracting attention of arche-
ological circle. From then on, bronze wares and moulds were discovered in
Lianping, Luoding, Xinyi, Sihui, Guangning, Zhaoqing, Buoluo, Shixing and
Lianjiang and so on. The bronze he-ewer with orge-mask pattern of Western
Zhou unearthed in Xinyi is the earliest. In the Warring States Period tomb of

Songshan, Zhaogqing many bronze wares were unearthed. More than 100 funer-



ary objects include bronze lei-jar with design of silver line, bronze pot with
handle, three legs bronze tray, etc. They are fine and beautiful, showing the
close relationship between Guangdong and Chu Culture. The discoveries throw
light on the discussion on the problem whether Guangdong experienced the pe-
riod of Bronze Culture. In Guangdong, plenty of objects from Han to Qing Dy-
nasties are unearthed. It is worth to mention that underwater excavation of
Guangdong plays an important role in studying ancient transportation and
proving that South China Sea Islands have been the territories of China from
ancient time.

Having been accumulating for 40 years, the collection of Guangdong
Provincial Museum has amounted to 120, 000 pieces of cultural relics. 403
pieces of them are of first class. Guangdong Provincial Museum has become
one of the largest Chinese museums. Various kinds of porcelain wares pro-
duced by famous kilns of China are collected in the Museum. Many representa-
tive works of calligraphers and painters are collected in our museum. Experts
considered that these two kinds of cultural relics take the leading roles in Chi-
nese Museums. As to local cultural relics, duan-inkslabs, Chaozhou lacquers
are competitive. Besides, we also store bronzes, jade ware, sundries and cul-
tural relics of modern times, and so on. We have held basic displays and exhi-
bition for special subject, which obtained praise widely .

In order to tribute to study on cultural relics and history of Guangdong and
publicize Chinese culture, we have published the books on our collection, such
as: Collection of Fine Painting in Guangdong Provincial Museum, Collection
of Ceramics in Guangdong Provincial Museum, Cultural Relics of Xisha, Cal-
ligraphy Collection of Guangdong Provincial Museum, etc. We also edited
with other units to publish the books of: The First Response to the Challenge of
the West, Two Thousand Years Communication and Trade on the South China
Sea, Album of Cultural Relics of the Silk Road on the South China Sea,
Guangdong Calligraphy of Ming and Qing Dynasties, Paintings of Lijian and
Xie Lansheng, Guangdong Excavation of Pre-Qin Dynasty, Guangdong Excava-
tion Cultural Relics from Jin to Tang Dynasties, Unearthed Ceramics of Tang
and Song Dynasties, Guangdong Excavation Cultural relics from Five Dynasties

to Qing Dynasty, Cultural relics Selection of Mr. Shang Chengzuo’s Donation,



Kang Youwei, Liang Qichao and the Reform Movement, and so on.

In order to celebrate 50th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Re-
public of China and to celebrate 40th anniversary of the founding of Guangdong
Provincial Museum and to show the full view and feature of the collection of
our museum, we publish Collection of Guangdong Provincial Museum to offer
those who cares about ancient culture of China. We have selected some repre-
sentative cultural relics to be an epitome of the collection of Guangdong
Provincial Museum.

As the book being published, we acknowledge the leaders and people
working in other museums and friends who supported us. Our thanks are also
due to the staff of cultural relics Publishing House who have warmheartedly
supported to help us publish this album.

(By Deng Bingquan, Curator of Guangdong Provincial Museum )
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