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PRECIS

€3¢ 1)

ian Mu (1895—1990), styled Binsi, a native
Q of Wuxi, Jiangsu, Prominent historian,
thinker, - educationist and scholar.

This work is a comprehensive introduction to
the cultural life and academic career of Qian Mu, a
famous great master of Chinese study, and to his
national compassion, sense of anxiety, sublime per- -
sonality and erudition of learning, and a profound
review of his peculiar insight into history and cul-
ture ,comparative study of the West and China, phi-
losophy of life and his achievements of studying
four thousand years history of culture and thought
in China with special method and contribution. Au-
thor's guideline runing through the work is to re-
construct and carry forward the cultural spirit of
Chinese nationality, which makes reading the book
an exciting matter.

This work consists of 9 chapters.
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Chapter 1 is a biographical introduction to Qian Mu, a mas-
ter scholar of Chinese study in contemporary time. Chapter 2 is a
brief sketch of Qian Mu's views of history, nationality, and cul-
ture, and a general review of his conception of the spirit of Chi-
nese culture as humanism, unificationism and historicism, and of
his basic ideas of the cultural history of China,including the posi-
tion of Confucianism in Chinese culture.

Chapter 3 is a commentary narration of Qian Mu’s studies
and propositions concerning classical Confucian texts, mainly his
opinion regarding the debates between Old Text School and New
Text School initiated in the Han Dynasty. By historical method
and through textual research, he demonstrated that the assertion
that Liu Xin forged Old Text was resulted from sectarian bias of
the scholars in the Qing Dynasty and hence would collapse of it-
self. In addition, he had special contributions in studying Four
Books (four Confucian classics).

Chapter 4 consists of comments on Qian Mu's study in pre-
Qin (Dynasty) schools. His achievements are affirmed in investi-
gating the biographical facts concerning pre — Qin master
thinkers, the relationships of them to their teachers, friends and
followers, and the origin and change of their thought. Significant
is his excavation of the standpoints stressing the common people
implicit in Confucianism and Mohism. Besides, wonderful is his
textual research on the life and writing of Lao Tzu.

Qian Mu’s thought and methodological idea of history are
reviewed in Chapter 5. His view of history, the concept’integra-
tion of the Past and the Future in to a comprehensive Present’ im-

plies that’history is meanwhile the present’. In this chapter, Qian
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