


Ancient Pagodas
in China

Written by Luo Zhewen




EREREE (CIP) %

HEGE R/ FELE. - LR AR, 1994
(TEEHETAS)
ISBN 7—-119- 017020
L9 I % 1L B - HERH - FHE - %X IV. K928.71

o E IR A B4 CIP BE# F(94) 5019295

Fh3CH AL AR
(PEIERETEE 24 5)
HRB 4% 55 100037
TEHERE#RBEATRT
(FPHAREAENHE IS T)
BB AR 399 5 BRI ED 100044
1994 £ (/) 8 FFIE—M
(%)

ISBN 7-119 - 01702 - 0/] - 1245 (4})
25800
85-E—433D




- CONTENTS

» I. THE ORIGIN OF PAGODAS 9

‘ II. DEVELOPMENT OF PAGODAS 12

III. USES OF PAGODAS 15

IV. BUILDING MATERIALS USED DURING DIFFERENT
‘ HISTORICAL STAGES 18

V. STRUCTURES OF PAGODAS 22

| VI. TYPES OF ANCIENT PAGODAS 27

MUItiStOl'ey P agodas 27 Linggu Pagoda in Nanjing of Jiangsu Province 64
Duobao Glazed Pagoda at the Summer Palace of Beijing 28 Sanzang Pagoda in Nanjing of Jiangsu Province 64
Jade Peak Pagoda on Jade Spring Hill near Beijing 28 Ruins of Glazed Pagoda at Grand Bac’en Temple in Nanjing
Glazed Pagoda on Fragrant Hill of Beijing 29 of Jiangsu Province 68
Ivory Pagoda in the Palace Museum of Beijing 29 Stone Pagoda at Mulanyuan Temple in Yangzhou of Jiangsu
f Duobao Pagoda at Liangxiang near Beijing 29 Province 70
’ Wooden Pagoda at Tianning Temple in Zhengding of Hebei Wenfeng Pagoda in Yangzhou of Jiangsu Province 70
Province 34 Cishou Pagoda at Jinshan Temple‘in Zhenjiang of Jiangsu
| Pagoda at Yunju Temple in Zhuozhou of Hebei Province 34 Province 70
i Liaodi Pagoda at Kaiyuan Temple in Dingzhou of Hebei Iron Pagoda at Ganlu Temple in Zhenjiang of Jiangsu
i Province 34 Province 70
:‘ Sarira Pagoda at Chengde Mountain Resort in Hebei Prov- Sengjia Pagoda in Zhenjiang of Jiangsu Province 76
| ince 41 Ruiguang Pagoda in Suzhou of Jiangsu Province 76
Glazed Pagoda at Xumifushou Temple in Chengde of Hebei Yunyan Temple Pagoda in Suzhou of Jiangsu Province 76
: Province 41 Bao’en Temple Pagoda in Suzhou of Jiangsu Province 79
1 Sarira Pagoda in Jingxian County of Hebei Province 41 Twin Pagodas at Luohanyuan Temple in Suzhou of Jiangsu
! Twin Pagodas at Yongzuo Temple in Taiyuan of Shanxi Province 79
Province 44 Square Pagoda at Chongjiao Xingfu Temple in Changshu of
! Sarira Shengsheng Pagoda at Jin Temple in Taiyuan of Jiangsu Province 79
: Shanxi Province 44 Baochu Pagoda in Hangzhou of Zhejiang Province 80
Pagodas Inside the Yungang Grottoes in Datong of Shanxi Pagoda of Six Harmonies in Hangzhou of Zhejiang Province
Province 44 84
t Wooden Pagoda in Yingxian County of Shanxi Province 48 Ruins of Leifeng Pagoda in Hangzhou of Zhejiang Prov-
li Feihong Pagoda in Hongtong County of Shanxi Prov- ince 84 A
; ince 55 Stone Pagodas at Lingyin Temple in Hangzhou of Zhejiang
Sarira Pagoda at Shengshou Temple in Ruicheng of Shanxi Province 84
! Province 55 Pagoda at Asoka Temple in Ningbo of Zhejiang Prov-
J Yingying Pagoda at Pujiu Temple in Yongji of Shanxi ince 84
Province 55 Iron Pagoda at Yiwu of Zhejiang Province 89
Duobao Buddhist Pagoda at Wangu Temple in Yongji of Feiying Pagoda in Huzhou of Zhejiang Province 89
Shanxi Province 58 Zhenfeng Pagoda in Anging of Anhui Province 89
Wanbuhuayanjing Pagoda in Hohhot of Inner Mongolia Wenchang Pagoda in Jingde of Anhui Province 89
Autonomous Region 58 Changqging Temple Pagoda in Shexian County of Anhui
White Pagoda of Ancient Qingzhou in Bairin Right Banner Province 89
of Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region 58 Xinghua Temple Pagoda in Mengcheng of Anhui Prov-
Longhua Pagoda in Shanghai 64 ince 89
Pagoda at Xingshengjiao Temple in Songjiang County near Dingguang Pagoda in Fuzhou of Fujian Province 96
Shanghai 64 Chongmiao Baosheng Jianlao Pagoda in Fuzhou of Fujian

|




Province 96

Qianfo Terra-cotta Pagodas in Fuzhou of Fujian Province 96

Luoxing Pagoda in Fuzhou of Fujian Province 99

Sakya Buddhist Pagoda in Putian of Fujian Province 99

Twin Stone Pagodas at Kaiyuan Temple in Quanzhou of
Fujian Province 102

Anping Bridge-End Pagoda in Jinjiang of Fujian Prov-
ince 102

Gusao Pagoda in Jinjiang of Fujian Province 106

Sanfeng Temple Pagoda in Changle of Fujian Province 107

Red Pagoda in the Ancient Town of Fuliang of Jiangxi
Province 107

Baofu Temple Pagoda in Shicheng of Jiangxi Province 107

Shuikou Pagoda in Ningdu of Jiangxi Province 110

Pizhi Pagoda at Lingyan Temple in Changqing of Shandong
Province 110

Iron Pagoda at Chongjue Temple in Jining of Shandong
Province 110

Xinglong Temple Pagoda in Yanzhou of Shandong Prov-
ince 111

Youguo Temple Iron Pagoda in Kaifeng of Henan Prov-
ince 111

Mount Hong Pagoda in Wuhan of Hubei Province 111

Xingfu Temple Pagoda in Wuhan of Hubei Province 111

Wanshou Pagoda in Shashi City of Hubei Province 122

Iron Pagoda at Yuquan Temple in Dangyang of Hubei
Province 122

Xiangshan Pagoda in Lingxian County of Hunan Prov-
ince 122 '

Ornamental Pagoda at Liurong Temple in Guangzhou of
Guangdong Province 122

East and West Iron Pagodas at Guangxiao Temple in Guang-
zhou of Guangdong Province 130

Liuzu Hair Pagoda at Guangxiao Temple in Guangzhou of
Guangdong Province 130

Fenghuang Pagoda in Chaozhou of Guangdong Prov-
ince 130

Sizhou Pagoda in Huizhou of Guangdong Province 130

Sanyuan Pagoda in Haikang County of Guangdong Prov-
ince 133

Duobao Pagoda on the North Mountain in Dazu of Sichuan
Province 133

White Pagoda at Qutang Gorge in Fengjie County of Sichuan
Province 133

Big Wild Goose Pagoda in Xi'an of Shaanxi Province 133

Xuanzang Tomb Pagoda in Chang’an County of Shaanxi
Province 137

Dagin Temple Pagoda in Zhouzhi County of Shaanxi Prov-
ince 137

Pagoda for Liu Helun's Mantle and Alms Bowl at Louguan
Terrace in Zhouzhi County of Shaanxi Province 137

Famen Temple Pagoda in Fufeng County of Shaanxi Prov-
ince 137

Botaihou Pagoda in Liquan County of Shaanxi Province 143

Chongwen Pagoda in Jingyang of Shaanxi Province 143

Pagoda in Yan’an of Shaanxi Province 143

Kumarajiva Pagoda in Wuwei County of Gansu Prov-
ince 143

Wooden Pagoda in Zhangye of Gansu Province 148

Haibao Pagoda in Yinchuan of Ningxia Hui Autonomous
Region 148

Chengtian Temple Pagoda in Yinchuan of Ningxia Hui
Autonomous Region 148

Zhenlong Pagoda in Urumgi of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region 148

Multi-Eaved Pagodas 152

Pagoda of Old Man Wansong at Xisi of Beiling 152

Tianning Temple Pagoda in Beijing 153

Cishou Temple Pagoda at Balizhuang of Beijing 153

Divine Light Temple Sarira Pagoda at Badachu of Bei-
jing 153

Huazanghai Stone Pagoda on Jade Spring Hill in Bei-
jing 159

Randeng Pagoda in Tongxian County of Beijing 159

Tomb Pagoda of Monk Jingwan in Fangshan County of
Beijing 159

Bailin Temple Pagoda in Zhaoxian County of Hebei Prov-
ince 159

Kaiyuan Temple Pagoda in Zhengding County of Hebei
Province 159

Chengling Pagoda at Linji Temple in Zhengding County of
Hebei Province 164

Yuanying Pagoda in Changli County of Hebei Province 164

Yuanjue Temple Pagoda in Hunyuan County of Shanxi
Province 164

White Pagoda at Ningcheng of Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region 165

The Small Pagoda at Ningcheng of Inner Mongolia Auton-
omous Region 165

The South Pagoda in Bairin Left Banner of Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region 165

Zhenheshang Pagoda on Mount Qian of Liaoning Prov-
ince 174

Jiafu Temple Pagoda in Yixian County of Liaoning Prov-
ince 174

Twin Pagodas at Chongxing Temple in Beizhen County of
Liaoning Province 174

White Pagoda in Liaoyang of Liaoning Province 174

Yunjie Temple Pagoda on Phoenix Hill in Chaoyang of
Liaoning Province 174

The South and North Pagodas in Chaoyang of Liaoning
Province 174

White Pagoda at Baitayu in Xingcheng of Liacning Prov-
ince 181

Sarira Pagoda on Qixia Hill in Nanjing of Jiangsu Prov-




ince 181

Stone Pagoda at Xiling Seal Engravers’ Society in Hangzhou
of Zhejiang Province 181

Minor Longhu Pagoda in Licheng of Shandong Prov-
ince 181

Songyue Temple Pagoda in Dengfeng of Henan Prov-
ince 181

Fawang Temple Pagoda in Dengfeng of Henan Prov-
ince 182

Qiyun Pagoda in Luoyang of Henan Province 182

Qizu Pagoda at Fengxue Temple in Ruzhou of Henan Prov-
ince 187

Tianning Temple Pagoda in Anyang of Henan Prov-
ince 187

Baoguang Temple Pagoda in Xindu of Sichuan Prov-
ince 193

Zhengjue Temple Pagoda in Pengxian County of Sichuan
Province 193

Sakya Buddha Pagoda at Shita Temple in Qionglai of Si-
chuan Province 193

Jiuzhou White Pagoda in Yibin of Sichuan Province 193

Lingbao Pagoda in Leshan of Sichuan Province 198

West and East Temple Pagodas in Kunming of Yunnan
Province 198

Qianxun Pagoda at Chongsheng Temple in Dali of Yunnan
Province 198

Shegu Pagoda at Fotu Temple in Dali of Yunnan Prov-
ince 198 .

Panfu Pagoda in Tonghai of Yunnan Province 205

Chongwen Pagoda in Jianshui of Yunnan Province 205

Small Wild Goose Pagoda in Xi'an of Shaanxi Province 205

Shan Dao Pagoda at Xiangji Temple in Chang’an County of
Shaanxi Province 206

Sarira Pagoda at Xianyou Temple in Zhouzhi of Shaanxi
Province 206

Pavilion-Style Pagodas 212

Pagoda of Tiandanshouyi at White Cloud Taoist Monastery
of Beijing 212

Zushi Pagoda at Foguang Temple in Wutai of Shanxi Prov-
ince 213

Monk Fanzhou's Pagoda in Yuncheng of Shanxi Prov-
ince 213

Simen (Four-Door) Pagoda in Licheng of Shandong Prov-
ince 213

Longhu Pagoda in Licheng of Shandong Province 215

Monk Huichong Pagoda at Lingyan Temple in Changging
of Shandong Province 218

Monk Jingzang Pagoda in Dengfeng of Henan Prov-
ince 218

The Tang Dynasty Pagoda at Fawang Temple in Dengfeng
of Henan Province 218

Xiuding Temple Pagoda in Anyang of Henan Province 218

Kumarajiva Pagoda at Caotang Temple in Huxian County of
Shaanxi Province 224

Earthen Pagoda on Top of Mogao Grottoes in Dunhuang of
Gansu Province 224

Laojuntang Cishi Pagoda in Dunhuang of Gansu Prov-
ince 224

Ornamental Pagodas 228

Zhen'gang Pagoda at Changxindian of Beijing 228

Ormamental Pagoda at Tuoli in Fangshan County of Bei-
jing 228

Ormamental Pagoda at Guanghui Temple in Zhengding of
Hebei Province 231

Xiude Pagoda at Quyang of Hebei Province 231

Sunlight and Moonlight Pagodas in Taiyuan of Shanxi
Province 231

Monk Gaogong Pagoda at Foguang Temple in Wutai of
Shanxi Province 231

Ormnamental Pagoda at Chengziwan in Dunhuang of Gansu
Province 235

Inverted-Bowl-Style Lamaist Dago-
bas 236 .

White Dagoba at Beihai Park in Beijing 236

White Dagoba at Miaoying Temple in Beijing 236

Yanshou Dagoba at Tanzhe Temple in Beijing 237

Gold Dagobas in the Palace Museum of Beijing 237

Sarira Dagoba at Tayuan Temple in Wutai of Shanxi Prov-
ince 237

Manjusri's Hair Dagoba at Tayuan Temple in Wutai of
Shanxi Province 240

White Marble Dagoba at Xilitu Temple in Hohhot of Inner
Mongolia Autonomous Region 240

White Dagoba at Lianxing Temple in Yangzhou of Jiangsu
Province 240

Shengxiang Dagoba in Wuhan of Hubei Province 249

Wenfeng Dagoba in Zhongxiang of Hubei Province 249

Chorten of the Fifth Dalai Lama in the Potala Palace in Lhasa
of Tibet Autonomous Region 249

Chorten of the Tenth Baingen Lama at Tashilhunpo Monas-
tery in Xigaze of Tibet Autonomous Region 249

Beigengqudeng Dagoba in Gyangze of Tibet Autonomous
Region 253

Northem Liang Sculptured Small Stone Dagobas in Gansu
Museum in Lanzhou 253

Tomb Pagoda for Taoist Priest Wang in Dunhuang of Gansu
Province 253

Labulun Temple Dagoba in Xiahe of Gansu Province 258

Dayin Dagoba at Ta'er Temple in Huangzhong of Qinghai
Province 258

Ruyi Dagobas at Ta'er Temple in Huangzhong of Qinghai
Province 258

Taiping Dagoba at Ta'er Temple in Huangzhong of Qinghai




Province 258
Mo'er Buddhist Dagoba in Kashi of Xinjiang Uygur Auton-
omous Region 258

Pagodas on Vajrasanas 264

Vajrasana Pagoda at Zhenjue Temple of Beijing 264

Qingjinghuayu Pagoda in Beijing 265

Miaogao Dagoba near Beijing 265

Pagoda on Vajrasana at Biyun Temple in Beijing 267

Dagoba on Vajrasana at Yuanzhao Temple in Wutai of
Shanxi Province 272

Sarira Pagoda on Vajrasana at Cideng Temple in Hohhot of
Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region 272

Gold Dagoba on Vajrasana in Nanjing Museum of Jiangsu
Province 272

Multiple Pagodas on One Pedestal at Guangde Temple in
Xiangyang of Hubei Province 272

Five Lamaist Dagobas on the Brick Hall at Wannian Temple
on Mount Emei of Sichuan Province 272

Vajrasana Dagoba in Pengxian County of Sichuan Prov-
ince 278

Vajrasana Dagobas in Guandu near Kunming of Yunnan
Province 278

Pagodas Across Streets and Pagoda
Gateways 280

Pagoda Base Across the Road at Juyong Pass near Bei-
jing 280

Red, Green, Black and White Pagoda Gateway at Puning
Temple in Chengde of Hebei Province 281

Five-Pagoda Gateway at Putuozongcheng Temple in
Chengde of Hebei Province 281

Street Dagoba on Mount Yuntai in Zhenjiang of Jiangsu
Province 281

Wanshou Temple Sarira Stupa in Guilin of Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region 281

Dagoba Gate to Ta'er Temple in Huangzhong of Qinghai
Province 282

Box-Shaped Pagodas for Keeping
Buddhist Sutras 290

Miniature Carved Wooden Sarira Pagoda at Asoka Temple
in Ningbe of Zhejiang Province 290

Duobao Pagoda at Puji Temple on Mount Putuo of Zhejiang
Province 291

Gilded Pagoda Preserved at the Museum of Anhui Province
in Hefei 291

Box-Shaped Stone Pagodas Carved with Buddhist Scriptures
at Kaiyuan Temple in Quanzhou of Fujian Province 291

Box-Shaped Pagodas Inscribed with Buddhist Scriptures at
Kaiyuan Temple in Chaozhou of Guangdong Prov-

ince 292
Taizang Pagoda in Turpan of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region 292

Ancient Pagodas of Other Styles 298

North Pagoda at Yunju Temple in Beijing 298

Guanyin Temple White Pagoda in Jixian County of Tian-
jin 298

Copper Pagodas at Xiantong Temple in Wutai of Shanxi .
Province 298

Wanfotang Tube Pagoda in Yixian County of Liaoning
Province 304

Putong Pagoda at Jile Temple in Harbin of Heilongjiang
Province 304

Spherical Pagoda at Kaiyuan Temple in Quanzhou of Fujian
Province 306

Watchtower-Shaped Pagoda in Licheng of Shandong Prov-
ince 306

Jiuding Pagoda in Licheng of Shandong Province 306

Po Pagoda in Kaifeng of Henan Province 306

Guang Minaret at Huaisheng Mosque in Guangzhou of
Guangdong Province 307

Huayan Copper Pagoda at Baoguo Temple on Mount Emei
of Sichuan Province 307

White Pagoda in Dayao of Yunnan Province 307

Wenbi Pagoda in Jianshui of Yunnan Province 307

Dajin Dagobas at Zhele Temple in Ruili of Yunnan Prov-
ince 307

Shubao Pagodas in Mangshi of Yunnan Province 307

Manfeilong White Pagodas in Jinghong of Yunnan Prov-
ince 309

White Pagoda on Baita Mountain in Lanzhou of Gansu
Province 315

Sugong Minaret in Turpan of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region 315

Pagoda Forests 318

Yinshan Pagoda Forest at Changping of Beijing 318

Pagoda Forest at Lingyan Temple in Changging of Shandong
Province 318

Pagoda Forest at Shaolin Temple in Dengfeng of Henan
Province 318

Tang Dynasty Tomb Pagodas at Fawang Temple in Deng-
feng of Henan Province 319

One Hundred Eight Dagobas in Qingtongxia in Ningxia Hui
Autonomous Region 319

VII. INDEX

Distribution of China’s Major Ancient
Pagodas 328




Ancient Pagodas
in China







Ancient Pagodas
in China

Written by Luo Zhewen




Editor: Liu Wenyuan
Designer: Cai Rong
Photographers: Luo Zhewen
Huang Bin
Zhang Zhiping
Zhu Yiran
Ren Shiyin
Liu Hexin
Gao Chunrui
Huang Taopeng

Yang Jingrong Luo Yang

Guo Zhan Cheng Weidong
Yang Jinghua  Yuan Yixian
Wu Lin Li Dongfeng
Huo Jianying = Wang Enpu

Xu Junging Sun Shuming
Liu Chungen = Wang Chunshu
Li Shuande Yang Xiuyun

First Edition 1994
ISBN 7-119-01072-0
© Foreign Languages Press, Beijing, China, 1994
Published by Foreign Languages Press
24 Baiwanzhuang Road, Beijing 100037, China
Distributed by China International Book Trading Corporation

35 Chegongzhuang Xilu, Beijing 100044, China
P.O. Box 399, Beijing, China

Printed in the People’s Republic of China




- CONTENTS

» I. THE ORIGIN OF PAGODAS 9

‘ II. DEVELOPMENT OF PAGODAS 12

III. USES OF PAGODAS 15

IV. BUILDING MATERIALS USED DURING DIFFERENT
‘ HISTORICAL STAGES 18

V. STRUCTURES OF PAGODAS 22

| VI. TYPES OF ANCIENT PAGODAS 27

MUItiStOl'ey P agodas 27 Linggu Pagoda in Nanjing of Jiangsu Province 64
Duobao Glazed Pagoda at the Summer Palace of Beijing 28 Sanzang Pagoda in Nanjing of Jiangsu Province 64
Jade Peak Pagoda on Jade Spring Hill near Beijing 28 Ruins of Glazed Pagoda at Grand Bac’en Temple in Nanjing
Glazed Pagoda on Fragrant Hill of Beijing 29 of Jiangsu Province 68
Ivory Pagoda in the Palace Museum of Beijing 29 Stone Pagoda at Mulanyuan Temple in Yangzhou of Jiangsu
f Duobao Pagoda at Liangxiang near Beijing 29 Province 70
’ Wooden Pagoda at Tianning Temple in Zhengding of Hebei Wenfeng Pagoda in Yangzhou of Jiangsu Province 70
Province 34 Cishou Pagoda at Jinshan Temple‘in Zhenjiang of Jiangsu
| Pagoda at Yunju Temple in Zhuozhou of Hebei Province 34 Province 70
i Liaodi Pagoda at Kaiyuan Temple in Dingzhou of Hebei Iron Pagoda at Ganlu Temple in Zhenjiang of Jiangsu
i Province 34 Province 70
:‘ Sarira Pagoda at Chengde Mountain Resort in Hebei Prov- Sengjia Pagoda in Zhenjiang of Jiangsu Province 76
| ince 41 Ruiguang Pagoda in Suzhou of Jiangsu Province 76
Glazed Pagoda at Xumifushou Temple in Chengde of Hebei Yunyan Temple Pagoda in Suzhou of Jiangsu Province 76
: Province 41 Bao’en Temple Pagoda in Suzhou of Jiangsu Province 79
1 Sarira Pagoda in Jingxian County of Hebei Province 41 Twin Pagodas at Luohanyuan Temple in Suzhou of Jiangsu
! Twin Pagodas at Yongzuo Temple in Taiyuan of Shanxi Province 79
Province 44 Square Pagoda at Chongjiao Xingfu Temple in Changshu of
! Sarira Shengsheng Pagoda at Jin Temple in Taiyuan of Jiangsu Province 79
: Shanxi Province 44 Baochu Pagoda in Hangzhou of Zhejiang Province 80
Pagodas Inside the Yungang Grottoes in Datong of Shanxi Pagoda of Six Harmonies in Hangzhou of Zhejiang Province
Province 44 84
t Wooden Pagoda in Yingxian County of Shanxi Province 48 Ruins of Leifeng Pagoda in Hangzhou of Zhejiang Prov-
li Feihong Pagoda in Hongtong County of Shanxi Prov- ince 84 A
; ince 55 Stone Pagodas at Lingyin Temple in Hangzhou of Zhejiang
Sarira Pagoda at Shengshou Temple in Ruicheng of Shanxi Province 84
! Province 55 Pagoda at Asoka Temple in Ningbo of Zhejiang Prov-
J Yingying Pagoda at Pujiu Temple in Yongji of Shanxi ince 84
Province 55 Iron Pagoda at Yiwu of Zhejiang Province 89
Duobao Buddhist Pagoda at Wangu Temple in Yongji of Feiying Pagoda in Huzhou of Zhejiang Province 89
Shanxi Province 58 Zhenfeng Pagoda in Anging of Anhui Province 89
Wanbuhuayanjing Pagoda in Hohhot of Inner Mongolia Wenchang Pagoda in Jingde of Anhui Province 89
Autonomous Region 58 Changqging Temple Pagoda in Shexian County of Anhui
White Pagoda of Ancient Qingzhou in Bairin Right Banner Province 89
of Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region 58 Xinghua Temple Pagoda in Mengcheng of Anhui Prov-
Longhua Pagoda in Shanghai 64 ince 89
Pagoda at Xingshengjiao Temple in Songjiang County near Dingguang Pagoda in Fuzhou of Fujian Province 96
Shanghai 64 Chongmiao Baosheng Jianlao Pagoda in Fuzhou of Fujian

|




Province 96

Qianfo Terra-cotta Pagodas in Fuzhou of Fujian Province 96

Luoxing Pagoda in Fuzhou of Fujian Province 99

Sakya Buddhist Pagoda in Putian of Fujian Province 99

Twin Stone Pagodas at Kaiyuan Temple in Quanzhou of
Fujian Province 102

Anping Bridge-End Pagoda in Jinjiang of Fujian Prov-
ince 102

Gusao Pagoda in Jinjiang of Fujian Province 106

Sanfeng Temple Pagoda in Changle of Fujian Province 107

Red Pagoda in the Ancient Town of Fuliang of Jiangxi
Province 107

Baofu Temple Pagoda in Shicheng of Jiangxi Province 107

Shuikou Pagoda in Ningdu of Jiangxi Province 110

Pizhi Pagoda at Lingyan Temple in Changqing of Shandong
Province 110

Iron Pagoda at Chongjue Temple in Jining of Shandong
Province 110

Xinglong Temple Pagoda in Yanzhou of Shandong Prov-
ince 111

Youguo Temple Iron Pagoda in Kaifeng of Henan Prov-
ince 111

Mount Hong Pagoda in Wuhan of Hubei Province 111

Xingfu Temple Pagoda in Wuhan of Hubei Province 111

Wanshou Pagoda in Shashi City of Hubei Province 122

Iron Pagoda at Yuquan Temple in Dangyang of Hubei
Province 122

Xiangshan Pagoda in Lingxian County of Hunan Prov-
ince 122 '

Ornamental Pagoda at Liurong Temple in Guangzhou of
Guangdong Province 122

East and West Iron Pagodas at Guangxiao Temple in Guang-
zhou of Guangdong Province 130

Liuzu Hair Pagoda at Guangxiao Temple in Guangzhou of
Guangdong Province 130

Fenghuang Pagoda in Chaozhou of Guangdong Prov-
ince 130

Sizhou Pagoda in Huizhou of Guangdong Province 130

Sanyuan Pagoda in Haikang County of Guangdong Prov-
ince 133

Duobao Pagoda on the North Mountain in Dazu of Sichuan
Province 133

White Pagoda at Qutang Gorge in Fengjie County of Sichuan
Province 133

Big Wild Goose Pagoda in Xi'an of Shaanxi Province 133

Xuanzang Tomb Pagoda in Chang’an County of Shaanxi
Province 137

Dagin Temple Pagoda in Zhouzhi County of Shaanxi Prov-
ince 137

Pagoda for Liu Helun's Mantle and Alms Bowl at Louguan
Terrace in Zhouzhi County of Shaanxi Province 137

Famen Temple Pagoda in Fufeng County of Shaanxi Prov-
ince 137

Botaihou Pagoda in Liquan County of Shaanxi Province 143

Chongwen Pagoda in Jingyang of Shaanxi Province 143

Pagoda in Yan’an of Shaanxi Province 143

Kumarajiva Pagoda in Wuwei County of Gansu Prov-
ince 143

Wooden Pagoda in Zhangye of Gansu Province 148

Haibao Pagoda in Yinchuan of Ningxia Hui Autonomous
Region 148

Chengtian Temple Pagoda in Yinchuan of Ningxia Hui
Autonomous Region 148

Zhenlong Pagoda in Urumgi of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region 148

Multi-Eaved Pagodas 152

Pagoda of Old Man Wansong at Xisi of Beiling 152

Tianning Temple Pagoda in Beijing 153

Cishou Temple Pagoda at Balizhuang of Beijing 153

Divine Light Temple Sarira Pagoda at Badachu of Bei-
jing 153

Huazanghai Stone Pagoda on Jade Spring Hill in Bei-
jing 159

Randeng Pagoda in Tongxian County of Beijing 159

Tomb Pagoda of Monk Jingwan in Fangshan County of
Beijing 159

Bailin Temple Pagoda in Zhaoxian County of Hebei Prov-
ince 159

Kaiyuan Temple Pagoda in Zhengding County of Hebei
Province 159

Chengling Pagoda at Linji Temple in Zhengding County of
Hebei Province 164

Yuanying Pagoda in Changli County of Hebei Province 164

Yuanjue Temple Pagoda in Hunyuan County of Shanxi
Province 164

White Pagoda at Ningcheng of Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region 165

The Small Pagoda at Ningcheng of Inner Mongolia Auton-
omous Region 165

The South Pagoda in Bairin Left Banner of Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region 165

Zhenheshang Pagoda on Mount Qian of Liaoning Prov-
ince 174

Jiafu Temple Pagoda in Yixian County of Liaoning Prov-
ince 174

Twin Pagodas at Chongxing Temple in Beizhen County of
Liaoning Province 174

White Pagoda in Liaoyang of Liaoning Province 174

Yunjie Temple Pagoda on Phoenix Hill in Chaoyang of
Liaoning Province 174

The South and North Pagodas in Chaoyang of Liaoning
Province 174

White Pagoda at Baitayu in Xingcheng of Liacning Prov-
ince 181

Sarira Pagoda on Qixia Hill in Nanjing of Jiangsu Prov-




ince 181

Stone Pagoda at Xiling Seal Engravers’ Society in Hangzhou
of Zhejiang Province 181

Minor Longhu Pagoda in Licheng of Shandong Prov-
ince 181

Songyue Temple Pagoda in Dengfeng of Henan Prov-
ince 181

Fawang Temple Pagoda in Dengfeng of Henan Prov-
ince 182

Qiyun Pagoda in Luoyang of Henan Province 182

Qizu Pagoda at Fengxue Temple in Ruzhou of Henan Prov-
ince 187

Tianning Temple Pagoda in Anyang of Henan Prov-
ince 187

Baoguang Temple Pagoda in Xindu of Sichuan Prov-
ince 193

Zhengjue Temple Pagoda in Pengxian County of Sichuan
Province 193

Sakya Buddha Pagoda at Shita Temple in Qionglai of Si-
chuan Province 193

Jiuzhou White Pagoda in Yibin of Sichuan Province 193

Lingbao Pagoda in Leshan of Sichuan Province 198

West and East Temple Pagodas in Kunming of Yunnan
Province 198

Qianxun Pagoda at Chongsheng Temple in Dali of Yunnan
Province 198

Shegu Pagoda at Fotu Temple in Dali of Yunnan Prov-
ince 198 .

Panfu Pagoda in Tonghai of Yunnan Province 205

Chongwen Pagoda in Jianshui of Yunnan Province 205

Small Wild Goose Pagoda in Xi'an of Shaanxi Province 205

Shan Dao Pagoda at Xiangji Temple in Chang’an County of
Shaanxi Province 206

Sarira Pagoda at Xianyou Temple in Zhouzhi of Shaanxi
Province 206

Pavilion-Style Pagodas 212

Pagoda of Tiandanshouyi at White Cloud Taoist Monastery
of Beijing 212

Zushi Pagoda at Foguang Temple in Wutai of Shanxi Prov-
ince 213

Monk Fanzhou's Pagoda in Yuncheng of Shanxi Prov-
ince 213

Simen (Four-Door) Pagoda in Licheng of Shandong Prov-
ince 213

Longhu Pagoda in Licheng of Shandong Province 215

Monk Huichong Pagoda at Lingyan Temple in Changging
of Shandong Province 218

Monk Jingzang Pagoda in Dengfeng of Henan Prov-
ince 218

The Tang Dynasty Pagoda at Fawang Temple in Dengfeng
of Henan Province 218

Xiuding Temple Pagoda in Anyang of Henan Province 218

Kumarajiva Pagoda at Caotang Temple in Huxian County of
Shaanxi Province 224

Earthen Pagoda on Top of Mogao Grottoes in Dunhuang of
Gansu Province 224

Laojuntang Cishi Pagoda in Dunhuang of Gansu Prov-
ince 224

Ornamental Pagodas 228

Zhen'gang Pagoda at Changxindian of Beijing 228

Ormamental Pagoda at Tuoli in Fangshan County of Bei-
jing 228

Ormamental Pagoda at Guanghui Temple in Zhengding of
Hebei Province 231

Xiude Pagoda at Quyang of Hebei Province 231

Sunlight and Moonlight Pagodas in Taiyuan of Shanxi
Province 231

Monk Gaogong Pagoda at Foguang Temple in Wutai of
Shanxi Province 231

Ormnamental Pagoda at Chengziwan in Dunhuang of Gansu
Province 235

Inverted-Bowl-Style Lamaist Dago-
bas 236 .

White Dagoba at Beihai Park in Beijing 236

White Dagoba at Miaoying Temple in Beijing 236

Yanshou Dagoba at Tanzhe Temple in Beijing 237

Gold Dagobas in the Palace Museum of Beijing 237

Sarira Dagoba at Tayuan Temple in Wutai of Shanxi Prov-
ince 237

Manjusri's Hair Dagoba at Tayuan Temple in Wutai of
Shanxi Province 240

White Marble Dagoba at Xilitu Temple in Hohhot of Inner
Mongolia Autonomous Region 240

White Dagoba at Lianxing Temple in Yangzhou of Jiangsu
Province 240

Shengxiang Dagoba in Wuhan of Hubei Province 249

Wenfeng Dagoba in Zhongxiang of Hubei Province 249

Chorten of the Fifth Dalai Lama in the Potala Palace in Lhasa
of Tibet Autonomous Region 249

Chorten of the Tenth Baingen Lama at Tashilhunpo Monas-
tery in Xigaze of Tibet Autonomous Region 249

Beigengqudeng Dagoba in Gyangze of Tibet Autonomous
Region 253

Northem Liang Sculptured Small Stone Dagobas in Gansu
Museum in Lanzhou 253

Tomb Pagoda for Taoist Priest Wang in Dunhuang of Gansu
Province 253

Labulun Temple Dagoba in Xiahe of Gansu Province 258

Dayin Dagoba at Ta'er Temple in Huangzhong of Qinghai
Province 258

Ruyi Dagobas at Ta'er Temple in Huangzhong of Qinghai
Province 258

Taiping Dagoba at Ta'er Temple in Huangzhong of Qinghai




Province 258
Mo'er Buddhist Dagoba in Kashi of Xinjiang Uygur Auton-
omous Region 258

Pagodas on Vajrasanas 264

Vajrasana Pagoda at Zhenjue Temple of Beijing 264

Qingjinghuayu Pagoda in Beijing 265

Miaogao Dagoba near Beijing 265

Pagoda on Vajrasana at Biyun Temple in Beijing 267

Dagoba on Vajrasana at Yuanzhao Temple in Wutai of
Shanxi Province 272

Sarira Pagoda on Vajrasana at Cideng Temple in Hohhot of
Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region 272

Gold Dagoba on Vajrasana in Nanjing Museum of Jiangsu
Province 272

Multiple Pagodas on One Pedestal at Guangde Temple in
Xiangyang of Hubei Province 272

Five Lamaist Dagobas on the Brick Hall at Wannian Temple
on Mount Emei of Sichuan Province 272

Vajrasana Dagoba in Pengxian County of Sichuan Prov-
ince 278

Vajrasana Dagobas in Guandu near Kunming of Yunnan
Province 278

Pagodas Across Streets and Pagoda
Gateways 280

Pagoda Base Across the Road at Juyong Pass near Bei-
jing 280

Red, Green, Black and White Pagoda Gateway at Puning
Temple in Chengde of Hebei Province 281

Five-Pagoda Gateway at Putuozongcheng Temple in
Chengde of Hebei Province 281

Street Dagoba on Mount Yuntai in Zhenjiang of Jiangsu
Province 281

Wanshou Temple Sarira Stupa in Guilin of Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region 281

Dagoba Gate to Ta'er Temple in Huangzhong of Qinghai
Province 282

Box-Shaped Pagodas for Keeping
Buddhist Sutras 290

Miniature Carved Wooden Sarira Pagoda at Asoka Temple
in Ningbe of Zhejiang Province 290

Duobao Pagoda at Puji Temple on Mount Putuo of Zhejiang
Province 291

Gilded Pagoda Preserved at the Museum of Anhui Province
in Hefei 291

Box-Shaped Stone Pagodas Carved with Buddhist Scriptures
at Kaiyuan Temple in Quanzhou of Fujian Province 291

Box-Shaped Pagodas Inscribed with Buddhist Scriptures at
Kaiyuan Temple in Chaozhou of Guangdong Prov-

ince 292
Taizang Pagoda in Turpan of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region 292

Ancient Pagodas of Other Styles 298

North Pagoda at Yunju Temple in Beijing 298

Guanyin Temple White Pagoda in Jixian County of Tian-
jin 298

Copper Pagodas at Xiantong Temple in Wutai of Shanxi .
Province 298

Wanfotang Tube Pagoda in Yixian County of Liaoning
Province 304

Putong Pagoda at Jile Temple in Harbin of Heilongjiang
Province 304

Spherical Pagoda at Kaiyuan Temple in Quanzhou of Fujian
Province 306

Watchtower-Shaped Pagoda in Licheng of Shandong Prov-
ince 306

Jiuding Pagoda in Licheng of Shandong Province 306

Po Pagoda in Kaifeng of Henan Province 306

Guang Minaret at Huaisheng Mosque in Guangzhou of
Guangdong Province 307

Huayan Copper Pagoda at Baoguo Temple on Mount Emei
of Sichuan Province 307

White Pagoda in Dayao of Yunnan Province 307

Wenbi Pagoda in Jianshui of Yunnan Province 307

Dajin Dagobas at Zhele Temple in Ruili of Yunnan Prov-
ince 307

Shubao Pagodas in Mangshi of Yunnan Province 307

Manfeilong White Pagodas in Jinghong of Yunnan Prov-
ince 309

White Pagoda on Baita Mountain in Lanzhou of Gansu
Province 315

Sugong Minaret in Turpan of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region 315

Pagoda Forests 318

Yinshan Pagoda Forest at Changping of Beijing 318

Pagoda Forest at Lingyan Temple in Changging of Shandong
Province 318

Pagoda Forest at Shaolin Temple in Dengfeng of Henan
Province 318

Tang Dynasty Tomb Pagodas at Fawang Temple in Deng-
feng of Henan Province 319

One Hundred Eight Dagobas in Qingtongxia in Ningxia Hui
Autonomous Region 319

VII. INDEX

Distribution of China’s Major Ancient
Pagodas 328




THE ORIGIN OF PAGODAS

I. The Origin of Pagodas

styles and high levels of construction. There were

residences, official buildings, palaces, temples, al-
tars, gardens, bridges, city walls and so on. Construction
took the form of lou (multistoreyed buildings), tai (ter-
races), ting (pavilions), ge (two-storey pavilions), xuan (ver-
andas with windows), xie (pavilions or houses on terraces),
wu (rooms along roofed corridors), etc. All these architec-
tural forms were recorded in early documents of Chinese
history. Pagodas, however, appeared relatively late in
China. A Chinese term for pagoda did not exist until the
first century. The reason is that this new form of archi-
tecture was introduced to China only when Buddhism
spread to the country.

The origin of pagodas, like that of Buddhism, can be
traced to India. The relation between Buddhism and
pagodas is explained in Buddhist literature, which says
that pagodas were originally built for the purpose of
preserving the remains of Sakyamuni, the founder of
Buddhism. According to Buddhist scripture, when Sak-
yamuni’s body was cremated after his death, his disciples
discovered that his remains crystallized into unbreakable
shiny beads. They were called sarira, or Buddhist relics,
as were his hair, teeth and bones. Later, the remains of
other Buddhist monks of high reputation were also called
sarira. Since more often than not, no such precious shiny
beads could be found in the ashes of cremated Buddhist
monks, other things, such as gold, silver and crystal
objects or precious stones, were used instead.

In Sanskrit pagoda (or stupa) meant tomb. Before the
pagoda was introduced to China, it had already had a
considerable period of development in India. Beside
serving as tombs, pagodas were built in grottoes or
temples for offering sacrifices to people’s ancestors. When
the Indian word for pagoda was first translated into
Chinese, there were some twenty different versions. A
renowned scholar of the Qing Dynasty, Ruan Yuan
(1764-1849), summarized the history of the pagoda’s
development in China in his essay “On the Characteris-
tics of Pagodas” included in his Yan Jing Shi Ji (Collection
of Essays from Yan Jing Studio). He said that during the
Eastern Han Dynasty (25-220) both the doctrine and
preachers of Sakyamuni's religion were called futu. Their
residence and the object of their worship was a building
of seven or nine storeys, each surrounded by banisters.
In Sanskrit this kind of building was called a stupa. From

!- NCIENT Chinese architecture boasts a rich variety of

The widely distributed inverted-bowl style, or Lamaist Dagoba, has re-
tained the basic form of Indian Buddhist stupas.

the Jin Dynasty to the Southern and Northern Dynasties
(265-589), when the Buddhist scriptures were translated
into Chinese, there was no equivalent for the Hindu word
for pagoda in the Chinese language, nor was there
anything in China similar to the peculiar structure. There-
fore, a new Chinese character was created to stand for
the Buddhist tower, or pagoda. The new character was
ta, which first appeared in Zi Yuan (Essays on Chinese
Characters) by Ge Hong (284-364), a scholar of the Eastern
Jin Dynasty.

Ta is a much better translation than many other
versions, such as futu or fotu, because it contains the
radical meaning earth or soil, so it can be understood as
an indication of a tomb. Some scholars believed that the




CIEWNT PAGODAS IN CHINA

character ta could be interpreted as an earthen tomb in
which Buddha was buried, so it was a satisfactory
equivalent for the word pagoda.

Buddhism spread in China not only because of its
doctrines but also because of its concrete images, such as
the religious sculptures and pagodas. It became a popular
religion after the White Horse Temple was built near
Luoyang, Henan Province. during the reign (58-75) of
Emperor Ming of the Eastern Han Dynasty. Legend has
it that the emperor once dreamed of a golden man more
than three metres tall with a halo over his head flying
around his imperial palace. The next day the emperor
called his ministers to court and asked them to interpret
his dream. One of his ministers, Fu Yi, said, “In the West
there is a god called Buddha. The golden man Your
Majesty saw in your dream looked like him.” So the
emperor dispatched officials, Cai Yin, Qin Jing, Wang
Zun and others, to India, Sri Lanka and Pakistan to learn
the doctrine of Buddhism. When they reached Central
Asia, they met two Buddhist masters from India and
acquired from them Buddhist scriptures and a statue of
Buddha. They also invited the Indian Buddhists to China
to lecture on Buddhism.

When the Indian Buddhists arrived in Luoyang, then
the capital of the Eastern Han Dynasty, Emperor Ming
gave them a warm welcome and built a temple for them
to live in the suburbs of Luoyang.

Originally, the Chinese character si, meaning temple,
stood for an official building that, in ancient China,
ranked second only to the emperor’s imperial palace. To
show his respect for Buddhism, the emperor ordered that
the residence of the Indian Buddhists be called a si, and
ever since, Buddhist temples have been called that.

If pagodas were brought to China from India, what
did the pagodas in India look like?

There used to be two kinds of pagodas in India: those
used as tombs for Buddhist relics were called stupas; those
serving as shrines or monurmnents were called temples. No
relics were buried in the latter in most cases. Both kinds
of pagodas underwent great changes in style after being
introduced to China and became integrated with China’s
traditional architecture and culture.

The latter pagoda was also called caitya in Sanskrit. In
India they were originally grottoes dug out of stone dliffs.
Religious sculptures were placed inside the caves and
small pagodas were built at the back as memorials.
Usually space was cleared in front of the pagoda for
religious ceremonies. After being introduced to China,
this kind of structure developed into the so-called grotto
temple. Typical Chinese grottoes were much smaller than
their Indian counterparts, so no religious ceremonies

could be held inside. Usually a separate temple was built
in front of or beside the grottoes to house Buddhist
monks and for assemblies as well. The pagoda placed at
the back of an Indian grotto changed into an ornamental
pillar either at the back or in the middle of the grotto. In
fact, the Chinese temple was different from its Indian
counterpart in both form and function. In India there was
once a kind of special grotto called vihara in which
Buddhist monks lived. In the middle of such a grotto a
square or rectangular platform was built for Buddhist
preachers, to sit on to give lectures on Buddhism. At the
back of the grotto a small pagoda sculpture was erected
in front of a small niche, serving as a place for praying.
Along the front and side walls of the grotto many tiny
rooms were dug out, each big enough for only one monk
to sleep in. Since each of the rooms was merely one
square zhang (about ten square metres) in size, later the
bedrooms of the abbots and monks in a Buddhist
monastery were called fangzhang (meaning one square
zhang) in Chinese. Of course, most Buddhist abbots
actually lived in much bigger rooms. Such grotto temples,
popular in the early development of Buddhism in India,
were found in very few places in China. In fact, the
Dunhuang Grottoes in Gansu Province may be the only
place where remnants of similar structures can be found
today.

For instance, Caves No. 267 to 271 at Dunhuang, dug
during the Northern Liang period (397-439), used to be
a group of related caves, with Cave No. 268 as the centre,
to which Caves No. 267 and 270 on the southern wall
and Caves No. 269 and 271 on the northern wall were
attached. In fact, all four attached caves were merely
recesses big enough for only one person to sit with bent
knee. It is believed that they were dug for the monks to
sit in meditation, not for them to live in. Cave No. 285,
dug during the Western Wei period (535-556), also
contains four such recesses in its southermn and northern
walls, less than a square metre. On the ceiling of the
main cave there is a painting of thirty-five monks sitting
in meditation in some remote mountain caves. From their
size, the recesses as a place of meditation were only
symbolic.

The characteristics of these caves show that the so-
called vihara underwent great changes after they were
introduced to China from India. Since pagodas of the
caitya style were not the main pagoda structures in China,
we shall not go into detail about them in this book.

We have learned that the pagodas designed as tombs
for Buddhist relics were soon integrated with China’s
traditional architecture and culture and assumed Chinese
characteristics after they were introduced to China from




